Sovereign Great Priory of Canada Knights Templar

April 2019 Volume 4

DISPATCHES FROM HEADQUARTERS
Special points of interest:
> Fraternity
> Easter
> KCT Perspective
> From the Deputy Grand Master
> Knight Templar Musical Ritual
Greetings Fraters and Sir Knights
Over the past two years, my theme has
been “the Rebuilding on our Foundations” and
in this theme, there have been “five foundations”
identified as meriting our attention. We have
looked at Faith, Fidelity, Family and Fellowship
in each of the previous “Dispatches” seeing how
they are important both individually and in conjunction with one another. The last of the
“Foundations” is “Fraternity” and I have likened
it to be Fellowship over time.
Yet there is much more to Fraternity than
just a time liner of fellowship. Like the word,
“church” there are many connotations and impressions that people hold concerning the concept. Fraternity is at one and the same time
seen as organization and organism. As organization, we behold the various hierarchies of
rank, institution, laws, rules, regulations and so
on. As organism, Fraternity is the whole body of
men who belong to Freemasonry. Too often, we
neglect one for the other, usually focusing on
the hierarchy. We seek the various offices leading to the Master’s chair. Then we look to the
District or even the Provincial or Grand Body.
We stress the importance of constitutions, bylaws, rules, regulations and the plethora of programs. Occasionally we will look at membership
but that is mostly from a statistical review trying
to reverse the decline in membership. The organism of Fraternity is the living breathing individuals and their relationships one to another
and to the entire membership.
There have been programs to try to retain members, to grow new members; to dimin-

ish the numbers of demits and so forth. However, until we begin to see the members as individuals with various wants and needs and to determine what is relevant to and for them, we will
continue to see Fraternity as organization.
A story is told in church circles of a new
clergy to a parish who wanted to visit every
member listed on the parish roles. The pastor
was told of one elderly gent who had been a
regular attender but that something had happened about 20 years previously between him
and another parishioner and that Jim had not
stepped across the threshold since. Dave, the
new pastor, went to see Jim and on knocking at
the door was told, “It’s no use, Pastor. What’s
done, is done! And while I still believe in God, I
can worship Him without attending church!” David asked if he could come in and just maybe
get to know one another. Jim invited him into the
living room and they both sat looking at the nice
fire burning brightly in the fireplace. After about
five minutes sitting in silence Dave got up, went
to the fireplace and, with the poker, moved a
small brightly burning piece of wood away from
the middle and pushed it to the side. He went
back to his chair and the two watched as the fire
seemed to diminish slightly. The small piece of
wood to the side lost its flame and began to
smolder and turn a grayish colour. After another
five minutes or so, Dave got up, went back to
the fireplace, and pushed the small piece of
wood back to the center. This time when he sat
the small piece of wood rekindled and burst into
flame and the entire fire seemed to glow more
brightly. Jim, after another moment of silence,
turned to the pastor and said, “I’ve never heard

a better sermon. I think I’ll be in church Sunday!”
We need to see that each member is important to the survival of Freemasonry. Each
one is an ember, which by himself will slowly
turn from a flame to a smoldering ember. However, when in proximity to others will rekindle
and increase the brilliance of the fire overall.
Every year each Preceptory, Council,
Chapter or Lodge looks at the number of
deaths, demits, and suspensions, comparing
them to the number of restorations, affiliations
and new members. And every year we are
amazed at the disparity between the losses and
gains especially as the former by far out number
the latter. And we ask ourselves, “Why?”
True, we cannot do much about the
passing of brethren, Companions or Fraters.
However, we can do something about suspensions and demits. We can take a page from
Pastor Dave’s approach and meet with those
who have been estranged, those, who for age
or infirmity, have lapsed, or those who have
been at variance for whatever reason.
Visitation, thinking outside the box re.
membership dues, requirements etc., might help

us re-establish connections and help the flames
of Freemasonry burn brighter.
Yes, Fraternity can be seen as fellowship
over time but it also means caring for, looking
out for, and being for, one another. Along with
the foundations of “Fellowship” and “Family”,
“Fraternity” is the spark that kindles the relationship we have and is the basis for understanding
the system of morality we have so frequently
heard in all the branches of the Order.
Together the “Five Foundations For Freemasonry” can be the rebuilding we have long
yearned for and the impetus for action to effect
the same. Fraters, think about these foundations, incorporate them into your understanding
of Freemasonry, put them into practice in your
daily lives and show the world at large the relevance Freemasonry has for TODAY.
Still on the journey of Fidelity
Yours in the Bonds of the Order
, GCT,
Supreme Grand Master
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Easter 2019
One of the precepts of our order is that we “maintain and defend the Christian faith.” But just what is
that faith? According to Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians (15: 3 – 5 ), “For I handed on to you as of
first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.”
The first affirmation is the death of Jesus for our sins. In our Western traditions, we generally focus
on that death as the means of our redemption or restoration of right relationship with God. Many of our prayers in Preceptory refer to our “Merciful Redeemer”. While there are many theological views on the meaning
of that death, the common phrase we hear is “Christ died for our sins”. Consequently, the emphasis is on the
events of Good Friday and their meaning and less on Easter.
During my seminary training I was required to write a paper on religious pluralism, the acceptance of
relations with other faith besides Christianity. One of the writers we read was the philosopher and theologian
John Hick who saw Jesus as example for us by reason of his life, teaching and self-sacrificing death. To him
Jesus lays down his life for his friends on the cross to show us the way to live in God’s realm as God has always intended for us. Jesus is martyr, not significantly different than any other human religious martyr. This
approach recognizes the cross but ignores the resurrection.
Regardless of how one sees the resurrection, to ignore it as fundamental to Christianity is to deny the
gospel entirely. The “good news” is not the cross but the resurrection. We are not a Good Friday people but
an Easter people. The continuation of the Christian faith over the last two millennia cannot be explained on
the basis of one human’s martyrdom, regardless of how God-fearing that person was. It is the testimony and
acceptance of resurrection that makes Christianity.
Many people argue over the details of the resurrection of Jesus, but one thing is clear. However Jesus moved from death to new life, people have believed God did something miraculous on that third day.
That belief gave rise to the Christian faith as we have it today. The idea of resurrection, dying and rising to
new life, is common to many religions and to rites of passage or initiation. We celebrate the movement from
the death of winter to the new life of spring. Our own Masonic fraternity has an example. These rites signify
the transformation from our narrow view of the self to the wider vision of the greater good of all.
In the Eastern concept of salvation which accentuates the journey toward the likeness of God rather
than the redemption from the sin which resulted in the fall of humanity, the resurrection marks the completion
of our transformation to sanctification in the presence of the Holy. Whether one accepts the Western or
Eastern interpretation or some other idea, belief in our resurrection following our physical death gives us
hope that redeemed or sanctified our soul “shall return unto God who gave it.”
May you and those you love enjoy a blessed Easter.
R.Em.Kt. Rev. Alan W. Akehurst, Grand Chaplain

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

A Perspective on “Knight Commander of the Temple”
"having been honoured by being elected and dubbed KCT, how do you see the role of being a
Knight Commander in the opera on of Sovereign Great Priory both on the Great Priory Na onal level and
the District level?"
Prior to the KCT nomination becoming available in my District, I never
really thought of myself in this role. The Knight Commanders in the District
were long standing Knights of renown who I believed fully deserved the honour
bestowed on them.
Once the nomination was announced and the associated discussion
started, I quickly realized that this was not a honour bestowed for past service
alone, but was an honour that brought with it an expectation of “Service in the
Future”. Thus, if one was to accept the nomination, one had to be able and
willing to perform duties to promote and strengthen Knight Templarism within
my Preceptory, within my District and overall within Sovereign Great Priory.
All of these levels are part of the same overall structure and being an active
and positive participant in one serves to benefit the others. This for me was no
small consideration as still being in the working world, and with other masonic
commitments, I had to be sure that if I was fortunate enough for my nomination to be successful,
that I could meet the expectation level required.
So what is the role of being a Knight Commander in the operation of Sovereign Great Priory
both on the Great Priory National level and the District level? This can be summed up in one word,
“service”. I believe this applies on two levels. The first is the dedicated Knight Commander who
promotes the ideals of the organization on all levels by mentoring, visiting, volunteering and attending SGP, being an example to others, and in many other similar and worthy activities. This has to
be done with humility and in a manner that thinks of others before self. To quote an old phrase that
sums up the proper sentiment well, and to change it slightly to fit better, “think not of what Knight
Templary can do for you, but what you can do for Knight Templary”.
The value to the organization is immense as the Knight Commander can and should be the
beacon within the preceptory, the district and even within Sovereign Great Priory. These Knight
Commanders should be the glue, that by their actions, holds the structure and purpose of the organization together. Simply put, I believe the Knight Commander has to be willing and able to promote what we believe in as Knight Templars, to be ready, willing and able to be seen within the District and within Sovereign Great Priory. What does it mean to be seen? Seen simply means to be
active, to continue to exercise the abilities that made you deemed worthy of the honour. The journey continues, and as a Knight Commander the high level of participation and involvement is expected to continue and to some extent increase.
But there is another level based on leadership by the Knight Commander that should assist
Sovereign Great Priory in adapting to fit the modern day needs of the organization. I believe the
Knight Commanders need to have a role in revitalizing Sovereign Great Priory, in preparing the Priory for the future, to enable it to grow and more importantly to for it to remain relevant in this materialistic world we live in.
R.Em.Kt.

Clive D. Stephenson, KCT

You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter, Council or Preceptory until you are elected
by the members as an officer. Now you have become the servant of the members and
must strive to bring honour to your office and to yourself.
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Deputy Grand Master’s Message
Sir Knights, our Supreme Grand Master’s
dispatch this month centers on Fraternity. When
combined with his Easter Message, his dispatch
is a powerful reminder of the fifth and final pillar
of his tenure as Supreme Grand Master. Most
definitely, the five “F’s” – the five pillars around
which we gather as Christian Masons – speaks
to the absolute foundations of Masonic Christian
Order.
To repeat our Supreme Grand Master’s
powerful words, “Fraternity can be seen as fellowship over time but it also means caring for,
looking out for, and being for, one another.
Along with the foundations of Fellowship and
Family, Fraternity is the spark that kindles the
relationship we have and is the basis for understanding the system of morality we have so frequently heard in all the branches of the Order.”
Thus, he concludes, “Together, the Five
Foundations for Freemasonry, can be the rebuilding of what we have long yearned for and
become the impetus for action to effect the
same. Fraters, think about these foundations,
incorporate them into your understanding of
Freemasonry, put them into practice in your daily lives and show the world at large the relevance Freemasonry has for TODAY.”
Well said and worth repeating!
To follow in the footsteps (and words) of
our Supreme Grand Master, the question is
whether, in these global times of despair, we
should continue to look inward and remain isolated as a brotherhood – a fraternal organization

– to the outside world? Now before any Fraters
misinterpret this notion, let me say that I very
much realize that all Masonic bodies contribute
admirably to charitable causes and participate
freely along the same lines. Indeed, every so
often we should collectively yet quietly congratulate each other for the charitable causes we
support in order to recognize the goodness that
flows amongst us.
But is this enough in this day and age?
Have we lost our relevance as a fraternal organization, which we know is composed of good
and honest men, because we remain secretive
to the outside world; or, have we lost our relevance as a fraternal organization in this day and
age because the qualities of being good and
honest no longer hold any credence in the world
that we live in TODAY?
As such, even within our own closed
ranks, there is a feeling of desire for more relevancy and purpose to the Order. Ask yourself: Is
this one of the reasons that our numbers are
dwindling?
Every night, we’re bombarded by news
containing lurid details of flagrant abuse of political and public powers by those at the top,
whether it be on an international, national, provincial, regional of municipal level. Every night,
one also hears of the misery and suffering of
those less enabled than we are, unable to stave
off the violence and starvation that assaults
them constantly. In many cases, relief to those
suffering groups is actually prevented, or at
least diminished, based on questions of race,
colour and/or religion. Is it no wonder that the
world’s honest and decent leaders nowadays
seem perplexed as to how to counter the minority opposition and to attract public consensus
and, in doing so, able to act?
In contrast, over 150 years ago, such diverse gentlemen as Sir John A. MacDonald and
Sir Wilfred Laurier joined together in a political
synergy to form what is now one of the most influential countries in the world – Canada. Needless to say, these men did not allow religion or
creed to impede the necessary cooperation required to achieve greatness and a lasting legacy. Instead, they acted upon a vision that encompassed them, just like the original Knights
Templar who strived for a higher level of spiritual awareness in their original quest.
Later on, in the dawn of the twentieth
century, the Hon. John Ross Robertson (not to

be mistaken with John J. Robinson, author of
Born in Blood) was a renowned journalist and
writer (History of Freemasonry in Canada) and a
tour-de-force in the world of early sport and fitness within Canada. An advocate of sport and a
promoter of amateur hockey, Robertson was
appointed president of the Ontario Hockey Association (OHA) in December 1899. He was
made a life member of the OHA in 1907, and
donated three trophies to the sport.
I am also just as proud of the role that
Canadians have played in all aspects of the
First and Second World Wars. Needless to say,
many of our fraternal brotherhood were made
Masons and Knights Templar right in the frontline trenches, including my grandfather and four
of my great-uncles. And, those who were fortunate to have survived, brought home with them
the fraternal values upon which we stand even
today.
This select group of gentlemen included
the late Hon. John Ross Matheson, the man instrumental in having had the current Canadian
flag design accepted by two critical political foes
– Lester Pearson and John Diefenbaker. John
Ross Matheson returned home from the Second
World War a physically-broken man but through
sheer will power and force of mind, he endured
endless hours of physiotherapy and constant
pain to achieve an ever-lasting legacy.
As a Canadian coming from a family
steeped in military activity, I am also particularly
proud of the role that Canadian peacekeepers
have played around the world ever since the
Hon. Lester B. Pearson was instrumental in establishing the United Nations, following its precursor, the League of Nations. The numbers of
innocent lives who have been spared in far flung
places such as Korea, Bosnia and Serbia, to
name just a few, are a credit to all of those who
have served in the armed forces since the end
of WW II to today.
Sir Knights, would it surprise you to learn
that all of those aforementioned gentlemen –
John A. MacDonald, Wilfrid Laurier, John Ross
Matheson, Lester B. Pearson – were quietly
proponents of Freemasonry and Masonic
Knights Templars? Not surprisingly then,
throughout the 150-plus history of the Confederation of Canada, our Fraternity has provided the
basis for the defining foundations of Canada
and what this great country has historically represented to the rest of the world.

We should absolutely be proud of this
historical bond, which we share, and use it as a
major foundation of renewal for our own Fraternity. In this manner, as I move into the Supreme
Grand Master’s role this coming August, I hope
to use this historical bond as the Foundation of
my anticipated two-year tenure. The Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada is just that: a sovereign,
or free, priory, or band of brothers, which extends across all of Canada. As we move forward together, “caring for, looking out for, and
being for, one another,” let us look to our historical bonds for inspiration, and rejoice in the
knowledge that prior members molded, crafted
and expounded upon the principles of our Order
for the betterment of Canadian values and virtues.
Let us also enrich the public’s view of a
true Knights Templar – chivalrous and generous
– and display publicly the historical context of
the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada. In this
manner, I believe that we will swell our ranks
with like-minded men – simply good and honest
men.
Yours in the Bonds of the Order,
R. Em. Kt. William F. Mann, KCT
Deputy Grand Master,

You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter,
Council or Preceptory until you are elected by
the members as an officer. Now you have become
the servant of the members and must strive to
bring honour to your office and to yourself.

Knights Templar of Canada
Musical Ritual
The Musical portion of our Knight Templar
Ritual was compiled in 1937. The words and music
were made available to the Preceptories in printed
form. In 1950, it is reported that R.Em.Kt. Fred G.
Mann, L Mus, F.M.C.M., (later Supreme Grand
Master 1953—1955) (right) with the assistance of a
special Knight Templar Choir had prepared master
records of all music used in the several Orders.
These were made available to any Preceptory on
four 12” vinyl concert discs (78 rpm) at the modest
cost of $5.00.
In 2018 with the assistance of R.Em.Kt.
Geoffrey C. Perry, KCT, these records were transcribed into electronic form and have now been
distributed to every Preceptory Registrar on a USB
Flash Drive accompanied by a “Playlist” coordinated with the authorized Canadian Ritual.
The music files on this USB may be shared
by copying it to another USB or CD or directly to
another computer. Using the “Playlist” any Brother
Knight, with a laptop, may add these beautiful
Hymns to the conferral of the various Orders to enhance the experience for our Candidates and all
present.
SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF CANADA
TEMPLAR MUSIC PLAYLIST

Red Cross
1
2
3

O God of truth, Whose living
Witness ye men and angels
Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord

Page 39
Page 44
Page 54

SM:- “Let us unite in singing.”
SM:- “Let us unite in singing.”
PC:- “Let us all join in our closing hymn.”

Page 67

Capt. of Outposts:- “You have permission to enter.”

Page 76

Chaplain:- “The peace of God be with you.”

Order of St. Paul
1

O God our help in ages past,

Order of St. John Part 1
1

Abide with me

Order of St. John Part 2
2

Onward , Christians, onward go, Page 93

Prior:- “… undefiled religion stands in need of defense.”

Novice
1

Soldiers of Christ arise

Page 125

Chaplain:- “…of the spirit which is the word of God.”

Installation
1
2
3

Fight the good fight with all your Page 131
In full and glad surrender
Page 133
Go labour on, spend and be
Page 138

Preceptor:- “…conduct the Novice to our presence,”
Preceptor:- “You will kiss the Holy Gospels.”
Preceptor:- “…to assist you in your lawful undertakings.”

Consecration
1
2
3
4
5
6

Abide with me 3 verses
Lead, kindly Light, amid the
Take my life and let it be
Fight the good fight
Fling out the banner: let it float
Rise up O men of God

Page 145
Page 147
Page 153
Page 161
Page 163

one verse for each of 3 perambulations
4th perambulation
Preceptor:- “…of the order and labour and toil enow.”
Preceptor:- “To be always worn with the mantle.”
Preceptor:- “which he may take his place amongst us.”
after “RETURN SWORDS” following the Lord’s Prayer

