
  Greetings Fraters and Sir Knights 
 
 Greetings! I trust that all members of the 
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada remain well and 
steadfast in their fight against these long and dark days. I 
know that times are tough but, hopefully, the sun is on the 
horizon and it won’t be long before we can return to in-
person assemblies and meetings.  

 As a Mason specifically, I definitely long for the 
day that we can once again gather in our lodges and 
preceptories and celebrate our continuing self-realization 
through ritual and fraternity. Meanwhile, I encourage all Sir 
Knights to be patient and to take heed of the instructions 
issued by their respective provincial Grand Lodges and 
provincial health authorities.  

 Hopefully, it won’t be long before the world can 
also regain its rightful hold on humanity. I hope and pray 
for everybody’s sake. What I am experiencing is that a 
majority of people outside of Freemasonry have only 
become centred on themselves and their immediate 
family. This is all well and good as we need to protect 
those who are near and dear to our hearts. But we should 
not sacrifice our compassion and humility to all, which was 
once shared throughout the world. 

 The term isolationist is all too often misused 
nowadays. Somehow, society in general has become a 
place of judgement, not acceptance. If we cannot accept 
other’s misgivings, then how can we accept our own 
misgivings? If we cannot accept other’s pain and suffering, 
how can we recognize our own? 

 As Fall 2021 rapidly comes upon us, I must admit 
that I find myself struggling still to understand the extent 
and severity of the pandemic on the world and this 
country’s economy and collective well-being. It’s truly 
unfortunate that today’s younger generation will be 
affected by the pandemic’s fall-out for years to come. With 
the advent and growth of new and different social media 
during the pandemic, there will be those who never get the 
opportunity to develop the fundamentals of physical 
socialization. 
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  As such, I am of the belief that fraternities such 
as Freemasonry will be needed to introduce the younger 
generation to the social skills that they have missed 
developing. 

 This is why Freemasonry must be ready to pivot. 
Right now, I know that fatigue has set in with many of us 
but I ask all Sir Knights to continue to think about 
tomorrow. Think about how Sovereign Great Priory can be 
a welcome respite to all young men. Think about how 
Freemasonry can become more attractive to a younger 
generation. Think about how Freemasonry can become 
more relevant to those who have retreated into 
themselves. 

 As Masons, we must continue to feed the soul, to 
stimulate our inner mind and spirit. As I have previously 
indicated, only through reflection and self-realization can 
we constantly feed the furnace of higher knowledge and 
understanding.  

 Wisdom is definitely fleeting. At times you may 
believe that you’re the smartest person on earth and at 
other times feel like a fool. That’s human nature. How 
would we be able to appreciate the good things in life if we 
hadn’t experienced the bad? Do we not seek balance in 
everything that we do? Do we not seek betterment in 
everything that we do? 

 I have always realized deep down that our ritual is 
a strong stimulant to the development of self-wisdom but 
this pandemic has definitely solidified this notion. This is 
why I continue to encourage you to reach out and to 
contact those Sir Knights who are less fortunate and more 
vulnerable than you and I. Reach out to those who are 
suffering both physically and mentally. Mental illness is 
just that. It is an illness that should not be stigmatized.  

 Small acts of kindness during times like this will 
not go unnoticed and unrewarded. Small acts of kindness 
during times like this will save those disheartened spirits 
among us. 

 

 



 In summary, Sir Knights, I hope and pray once 
again that each and every one of you maintain a high level 
of personal safety and health. There are definitely simple 
measures to take in order to ensure your personal hygiene 
and safety. 

 Lastly, take faith that you are not alone and that 
we shall reach the pinnacle together once again! 

 

Yours in the Bonds of our Order, 

M. Em. Kt. William F. Mann, GCT 

Supreme Grand Master, Sovereign Great Priory 

Knights Templar of Canada 

Right Eminent Knight 

Geoffrey C. Perry 

Knight Commander 

of the Temple 

Deputy Grand Master  

and Lady MaryAnn 

Sir Knights and Fratres, 

 This past week my wife and I took a walk in a 
conservation area. The sun was bright and the air brisk 
with that hint of the changing season. The trees were 
bright and colourful as they prepared to shed their 
leaves. The Fall has always been a spiritual time of 
transition for us. The trees shed their leaves as they 
prepare for the changes to come, and we look back and 
reflect on what has transpired during the prior months 
and sometimes years. 

 In this case, it was not difficult to reflect on what 
has significantly affected everyone these past two years. 
It has impacted everyone's life emotionally and 
physically. Some people will suffer physical difficulties for 
the rest of their lives. Many have experienced the death 
of someone close to them. This has truly been an event 
of extraordinary proportions in the current modern history 
of man. 

 It is not the first time that we have experienced a 
tragedy of these proportions, and as we have done in the 
past, we will do in the future. As the trees shed their 
leaves in preparation for the changes to come, so must 
we look back at what has transpired and prepare for the 
coming changes. 

 This preparation does not necessarily mean we 
forget what has transpired but rather take the knowledge 
we have acquired and plan for the future. It does not 
mean that we forget the impact that it has had on our 
lives but rather teach us to appreciate life itself and those 
things that impact us in mind and body. 

 The tree loses leaves as it draws back the sap 
from the extremities and stores it deep within the tree 
until the Spring. With the warming of the Spring's sun, it 
flows out again to bring forth the new life in the buds on 
the branches. 

 We hear that the virus is waning and that soon 
the restrictions will be relaxed. Much like the trees 
drawing their lifeblood from deep within them, so have 
we had to pull back in our ability to interact physically 
with each other. Now our Spring is approaching and, we 
will soon be able to experience our new growth as our 
spiritual branches again encircle those about us. 

 This transition will require the knowledge and 
steady hands of our established members and be driven 
by the enthusiasm and vitality of our newer members.  



It is the duty of our senior members to those junior to them 
in knowledge to prepare them so that knowledge can be 
passed onto them and preserved. 

 In discussion with some senior masons when I 
was progressing through the chairs, the topic of what is 
one of the most key responsibilities I need to address? 
The answer was that one of my main responsibilities was 
to find my replacement. With that thought in mind, I charge 
all members to look within themselves and then look 
around and find that person you feel you could help and 
share your wealth of knowledge. It has been said that 
knowledge is power and, it is true. You have the power 
inside you to lift up someone else and help them to be all 
that they can. Would you not share your sandwich with a 
hungry brother? Then why would you not help a brother 
quench his thirst for knowledge? 

 Never is a person taller than when he bends down 
to help another. 

 Sir Knights, I await the time when we can once 
again meet in person. May you and your family be safe 
and, we will talk together soon. 

In the Bonds of the Order. 

 

From our Grand Chancellor 
R. Em. Kt. Howard Adams, KCT 
 
Sir Knights and Fraters, 
 
 It is an honour to have been appointed Grand 
Chancellor at the 138th Annual Assembly of this great 
organization. I know I have huge shoes to fill but it is a 
comfort to know that he will still be there to catch me when 
I fall. 
 
 So far the transition has been going well and I 
endeavor to perform my duties to the best of my ability. 
 
 The 138th Annual Assembly “Virtual” proved to be 
a great success and our thanks go out to V. Em. Kt. 
James Leutri, Grand Vice Chancellor and Rev. James 
Clark of North Bramalea Presbyterian Church. 
 
 Over the next few weeks, I will be forwarding to 
the Provincial Grand Priory and Registrars the forms and 
information required for Elected Grand Council, Elected 
and Appointed Officers. 
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 The website is sanctioned by the Sovereign Great 
Priory of Canada of the United Religious and Military 
Orders of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and 
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acknowledged explicitly and accordingly. Commercial use 
of any images and/or information contained within must be 
granted through the Chancery of the Order, 90 Culham 
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 The images, information, and background context 
provided within this website are presented for the sole 
purpose of educating the public on the long tradition and 
rich history of Militia Templi in Canada, now in our One 
hundred and Sixtieth Year under the Sovereign Great 
Priory of Canada. It is hoped that by providing historical 
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thought and research will be stimulated on a variety of 
levels. For far too long, the existence of the Sovereign 
Great Priory and its intertwining with Canada's own rich 
history has remained in the shadows. 
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You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter, Council or Preceptory until you are elected by the members as an officer. Now 
you have become the servant of the members and must strive to bring honour to your office and to yourself. 
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SUPREME GRAND MASTER 
GORDON HAROLD 

STUART, GCT 
(1992-93 and 1993-1994) 

 
Gordon Harold Stuart, son of 
William James and Amelia Stuart, 
was born in Vancouver, B.C. on 

October 28, 1920. He attended local public and high 
schools and graduated from the Vancouver Radio College 
as a government licensed radio operator. He worked with 
Trans Canada Airlines/Air Canada in various cities and 
towns across Canada for 43 years in operation control and 
flight dispatch, and completed his career as a Duty 
manager, Flight Dispatch. He married the late Doreen 
Ellen (Stanton) on March 6, 1944, and has one daughter, 
Sharon Lee. He is a member of the United Church of 
Canada and a Past elder of Lakeburn United Church in 
Lakeburn, N.B. 
 
Masonic Career 
He was raised in 1963 in Connaught Lodge No. 501 GRC, 
in Toronto, Ontario. He is a charter Life Member of The 
Mount Moriah Lodge No. 727 GRC, Brampton and an 
affiliated member of The General Mercer Lodge No. 548 
GRC, Toronto. He became Worshipful Master in 1981. He 
was Grand Senior Deacon of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
in the Province of Ontario (1982). He is a corresponding 
member of Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076 ER, 
London, and a member of the Southern California 
Research Lodge. 
 
York Rite 
In Capitular Masonry, he was exalted in Mimico Chapter 
No.21 GRC in 1964 and was First Principal in 1973. He 
was elected as President of the Ruling Principals’ 
Association of Toronto District 8A (1973) and Grand 
Superintendent in 1974. He was elected as Grand Third 
Principal (1978-79 and1979-80), Grand Second Principal 
(1980-81 and 1981-82) and Grand First Principal (1982-83 
and 1983-84) of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario. He later served as 
Grand Lecturer from 1984-92. 
He is an Honourary Member of several Chapters and 
Grand Chapters. 
 
In the Order of the High Priesthood, he is a Life Member 
of the Grand Council (1973) and made an Honourary 
Member of the Anointed High Priests of Virginia and the 
Order of the High Priesthood of Alberta and Honourary 
Grand President of the Grand Council of the Order of the 
High Priesthood of Ontario. 
 
In the Cryptic Rite, he was greeted in Keystone Council 
No. 20 in 1972 and was elevated into the Royal Ark 
Mariners in Etobicoke Lodge No. 17 in 1973. He is an 
Honourary Member of the Grand Council of Royal and 
Select Masters of Wyoming. 
 
In Constantinian Masonry, he was Admitted as a Knight 
Companion in 1979 in Huronia Conclave No. 17 and was 
made Honourary Past Sovereign in 1986. He is the 

Charter Sovereign of Holy trinity Conclave No. 34 and 
Past Grand Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Conclave of 
Canada. 
 
In the York Rite Sovereign College of North America, he 
was Ordered a Knight of York in 1973 in Paulinus York rite 
College No. 35 and Honoured with the Order of the Purple 
Cross and rank of Associate Regent 1973, Deputy 
Governor of Ontario (1973), Founder and Honourary Past 
Governor of Athelstan College No. 41 in 1975 and Grand 
Governor of Ontario (1974-77). He was elected Regent 
(1976), Chancellor General (1977), Deputy Governor 
General (1979), Governor General (1982-85) and 
Honoured as a Knight Commander of the Purple Cross in 
1985. 
 
In the S.R.I.A., he is a frater of the Michael Maier College 
(1969), Celebrant of Toronto College (1974), Suffragan for 
Ontario (1980), Chief Adept for Ontario (1982), Magus 
Honoris Causa (USA) in 1982 and Chief Adept of Canada 
(1984-88). In the Allied Masonic Degrees of Canada, he is 
a member of Medwayosh Council No. 62 (1969) and was 
its Sovereign Master in 1976 and a Knight of the Royal 
order of the Red Branch of Eri (1976) He is a Charter 
Member of York Council No. 133. 
 
In the Order of the Eastern Star he is Past Patron of 
Primrose Chapter No. 195. 
 
In the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, he was 
Consecrated in Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Preceptory No. 2, 
Toronto (1973) and was Presiding Preceptor (1980). He 
was appointed Grand Sword Bearer (1985-86); elected to 
Grand Council (1986-87); appointed to Grand Council 
(1987-88 and 1988-89) and elected as Deputy Grand 
Master (1990-91 and 1991-92). He was elected as 
Supreme Grand Master for (1992-93 and 1993-94) and 
Honoured with the Knight Grand Cross of the Temple. He 
is an Honourary Member of several Preceptories and the 
Grand Commandery of Indiana. 
 
Scottish Rite 
He is a member of the Murton Lodge of Perfection (1980), 
Hamilton Chapter of Rose Croix (1980) and Moore 
Consistory (1980) and was Coroneted as an Honourary 
Inspector General 33° in (1986). 
 
Shrine 
He was created a Noble of the Rameses Shrine Temple in 
1974. 
He was made a Member of the Royal Order of Scotland, 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Ontario (1994) and is a Serving 
Brother of the Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John 
of Jerusalem. 
 

Most significantly, M. Em. Kt. Gordon H. Stuart, 
celebrated his 101st Birthday on October 28th, 

2021. 
 
 
 
 
 



From our Grand Chaplain 
R. Em. Kt. Alan Akehurst 
 
As I write this message, it is less than two weeks to 
Halloween.  Although that day, or rather evening, is 
primarily a secular event in our North American cultures, it 
is actually an important religious festival in the Western 
Christian Church.  Halloween is the eve of All Hallows 
Day, more commonly called All Saints Day. The verb 
“hallow” means ”to make holy” 
 
All Saints Day has its origins in the early Christian church 
as far back as the fourth century as a day to celebrate 
Christian saints and especially martyrs.  St. Chrysostom Is 
credited with assigning the date of the festival to the first 
Sunday after Pentecost.  In ninth century Britain some 
churches began to celebrate the day on November 1.  
Pope Gregory III dedicated a chapel in the Basilica of St. 
Peter to “All the Saints” on November 1 in the tenth 
century and Gregory IV made the day one of universal 
observance. 
 
November2, the day following All Saints Day, known as All 
Souls Day, or more commonly in Latin American countries 
(especially Mexico) as the Day of the Dead, continues the 
celebration by remembering those of our loved ones who 
have died. 
 
Folklore suggests that November 1 was chosen because 
that day coincides with the Celtic quarter day (halfway 
between the autumn equinox and the winter solstice) and 
marks the end of the harvest time.  The Celtic festival is 
known as Samhain. If the Roman church was aware and 
adopted the British church date, there may be some merit 
in that assumption.  The customs of ghosts and goblins 
and trick or treating may come from the Celtic practices 
because that day is considered a “liminal” day when the 
space between this life and the afterlife or between 
heaven and earth is “thin” or very close.  Hence people 
need to appease the spirits and keep them from entering 
this life. 
 
Regardless of its origins and practices, All Saints Day and 

All Souls Day offer us an opportunity to recall to our minds 

the holy people who have touched our lives and to 

remember those of our loved ones and our fellow knights 

who have passed to the Great Temple Above.  We pray 

for them and for ourselves.  Let us celebrate this festival 

with glad and happy memories of them, giving thanks to 

God that they have enriched our lives. 

May our Risen Saviour be with you in this season of 

remembrance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Knights Templar Charitable Foundation of 
Canada 

Reg. No. 88257 1904 RR0001 
 

 
The foundation is a registered and incorporated charity 
dedicated to the assistance of divinity students, widows, 
orphans and destitute persons. Where resources permit, 
support is also given to medical research into diabetes 
and cancer. 

Bursaries and scholarships for divinity students are issued 
on the recommendation of preceptories, churches and 
universities. 

Only residents of Canada are eligible to receive awards 
from the foundation. 

Tax receipts will be issued for contributions of $10.00 or 
more. 

Donations should be sent to your Foundation Secretary 
Kenneth Mielkie kbmilky@xcelco.on.ca 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY of CANADA 
 

139th ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2020 
 

Friday August 18th  –  Sunday the 21st 
 

Hilton Toronto Airport Hotel 
5875 Airport Road 

Mississauga, Ontario 
 

General Chairman 
V.Em.Kt. George Puccia 



 

The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada 
of the 

United Religious and Military Orders  

of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta  

and of the Temple 

 
Office of the Grand Chancellor 

 
 

SUPPLIES THAT CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE CHANCERY BY THE REGISTRAR 
 

 

 STATUTES 2019       $10.00 

 RITUALS 2014        $ 8.00 

 WHITE MARBLE CUBES      $ 5.00 

 CEREMONIES (French)      $ 7.50 

 INSTALLATION of OFFICERS 2017     $ 6.00 

 PROTOCOLS        $ 3.00 

 CHRISTMAS, EASTER & ASCENSION DAY MEMORIALS  $ 3.00 

 KNIGHT TEMPLAR ADVANCEMENT     $ 0.25 

 DUES RECEIPTS  (Book of 25)      $ 5.00 

 DEMIT CERTIFICATES (Book of 20)     $10.00 

 RING OF PROFESSION  (10 carat gold, order by ring size)  $ POA (approx. $700) 
 KT LAPEL PINS       $ 5.00 

 25 YEAR KT LAPEL PINS      $ 5.00 

 KT Member’s Jewel       $30.00 

 KT Ties            $25.00 

 KT Mantle Collar Clips       $25.00 

 KT SWORDS        $75.00 

 SWORD SHOULDER SLINGS      $45.00 

 SWORD BELT SLINGS       $35.00 

 SWORD CASE LEATHER      $100.00 

 SWORD CASE VINYL       $50.00 

 KT BLAZER CREST       $15.00 

 MAGNETIC POCKET HOLDER for Kt Blazer Crest   $10.00 

 KT SHIRT     white short sleeve pilot shirt with  15 to 17  $55.00 
 embroidered KT emblem (order by neck size)  18 to 20+ $60.00 

 SGP EPAULETTS (pair) R,  V,  Em, or Sir Kt.   $25.00  
 

Please Note: All items must be ordered by Registrar only. The invoice will be charged to the Preceptory. 
(Shipping is charged extra) Minute Books, Attendance Registers, Roll Books and Regalia are not available 
from the Chancery and should be purchased locally.  October 19, 2021 

 


