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Supreme Grand Master’s June Message 2020
Sir Knights,
Once again, I begin by conveying my hope
and prayers that all Sir Knights, wherever you be and
under what circumstances you may find yourself, remain safe and healthy. I have to say that never in my
wildest dreams would my term as your Supreme
Grand Master be highlighted by a world pandemic. It
is truly an unprecedented time in our lives, specifically surrounding Christian Masonry and Freemasonry
in general. I find myself, regardless of the many interests that I have to occupy my time, craving the social contact, human banter and goodwill of a night
out at one of our Lodges, Temples or Preceptories.
Masonic comradery is like that last cookie in the pantry. You really don’t crave it until it is gone.
Coming from a strong military background, I
am also feeling somewhat alone and isolated when it
comes to recognizing our fallen soldiers, especially
given the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second
World War, along with so many other monumental
dates associated with that time in 1945. My mother
and father would always impress upon us kids that
we should never forget the sacrifice that so many
made during this war and other wars. Whether it was
visiting the graves or cenotaphs of those gone by or
reading quietly the stories of those who didn’t make
it home, the individual sacrifices were never far below the surface.
Today, however, I am somewhat confused by
those people who directly relate the COVID-19 pandemic on a similar scale to the sacrifice of those who
served during WWII or other military conflicts. Yes,
those who are currently essential and frontline work-

ers are indeed heroes in their own right but I think
that a direct comparison to the two events is in some
way demeaning to both sets of heroes. I just would
never be able to compare the two events in any meaningful way. I believe that it should be left to the few
who remain, those who’ve experienced both events.
This is not to say that we cannot now empathize with
all of those around us, including those who are less
fortunate and more vulnerable.
Many Sir Knights or family members or close
friends are involved in the frontline battle of COVID19 and I salute all efforts, including those of us who
have self-isolated at home. So many events in our
collective lives will never be the same, including
Freemasonry; but I truly believe that when we come
out of this the world will be a stronger and better
place. Have patience and remain eternally optimistic,
Sir Knights.
Indeed, Sir Knights, I am hoping that those,
who are able, continue to regularly reach out to those
knights who are in distress or who just need simple
reassurance that we will overcome the current dilemma. I think by now that we all realize that this is a
marathon, not a sprint. Maybe it’s a triathlon? Having
said that, I am truly proud to be a Canadian in that we
appear to be leading the charge to develop, test and
apply a universal vaccine against COVID-19.
My heart also goes out to those across Canada
and specifically those in the Maritimes who have experienced recent community or personal tragedies. It
always appears that true difficulty is accompanied by
tangible, personal tragedy, such as the senseless
shootings in Nova Scotia. It is truly hard to fathom

what goes through people’s minds at these terrible
times but let us rejoice and renew in the sense of humanity and sharing of purpose, which has embedded
itself in the mantra of “Nova Scotia Strong” and
“Together Canada.”
I am also proud of the many knights who are
experiencing digital social media in any true sense
for the first time. Having just retired myself, I am
quite familiar with conducting meetings via Skype or
Zoom, or other social media platforms; yet I know
that it can appear quite foreign and emotionless to a
large number who are experiencing social media platforms for the first time in any real way. All that I can
say is not to give up and try to embrace social media
in all forms. After all, in many ways, our fraternal
brotherhood needs to adapt to a certain degree to social media platforms in order to survive. Above all
else, make a fun time of it. I’m actually waiting for
the time when somebody asks all of the participants
to stand up and display what they are wearing from
the waist down!
Over the past few months, I’ve participated in
a number of virtual meetings involving a full range of
Masonic Bodies, whether they be formal or informal.
On Wednesday, May 13th, Edmonton Preceptory No.
46 had over 60 participants, most being Sir Knights
but some others Royal Arch Masons, and we were
treated to a wonderful PowerPoint presentation by Sir
Knight Bob Lemmens, entitled The Fall of the Byzantine Empire. Another evening, May 19th, I joined a
Zoom meeting hosted by Mt. Slesse Preceptory No.
78 and was impressed to hear on more than one occasion, “Now, Dad, you look into the camera this way!”
And, on Wednesday, May 27th, I was also honoured
and privileged to be able to participate in a virtual
meeting of Acre Preceptory No. 66. Congratulations
to all Sir Knights who arranged and/or participated
these on-line meetings.
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I will be the first to admit that I know only
how to apply the virtual platforms on a relatively
simple level but have no idea of the digital background associated with the technology. I will only go
on to say that, on several other occasions, I have participated in virtual meetings relating to Masonic Rosicrucian Bodies from around the world to informal
virtual meetings between Lodge Brothers. The technology certainly has developed over the past forty
years or so and now it is relatively simple to participate.
Along the same lines, our Grand Chancellor is
looking to develop an appropriate platform and agenda, with the help of our Deputy Grand Master, R.
Em. Kt. Geoffrey Perry, KCT, for an upcoming Executive Meeting of the Grand Council. More details
of this meeting will be forthcoming for all of those
who may be involved. If we accomplish this level of
meeting to a relative degree of success, we will next
be exploring the possibility of hosting our Annual
General Meeting via a social media platform to replace our cancelled Annual General Meeting, which
as all Sir Knights are aware was scheduled to be held
in Toronto in August.
Finally, Sir Knights, let us all remain eternally
hopeful and take joy from the smallest things in life,
whether it be a House Party call or Messenger Chat
from your grandchildren or a small, social bubble
barbecue in the backyard. Above all else, please remember that art and music is the gateway into our
soul; and, that laughter truly is the best medicine.
Yours in the Bonds of our Order,

GCT
Supreme Grand Master,
Sovereign Great Priory
Knights Templar of Canada

from the Deputy Grand Master
I hope that you and your family are doing
well as we all work our way through this challenging time. I had been thinking over the past
few months of what kind of a topic I should talk
about during this communication. Several different thoughts ran through my mind, and I finally
decided to talk about some history behind our
various Orders. I decided to talk about the Order
of the Red Cross. Of all our Orders, this is the
one that has caused much discussion in the
past. I am sure in the future as well. I must say
for me to take on the analysis of a historical nature when our Supreme Grand Master is a well
respected and extremely knowledgeable author
is not without its risks.
I am not a respected author, historian, or
researcher as M. Em. Kt. William F. Mann
G.C.T. is, but I hope you will find it interesting in
some small way.
The incorporation of the Order of the Red
Cross into the Knight Templar Orders is one of
controversy that has extended over several centuries and involved Canada. The origin is still
under discussion but, a general train of thought
is that the source was in the American colonies
and performed first by Scottish and Irish troops.
Thomas Smith-Webb and Henry Fowle are responsible for its incorporation into the American
Templar System. There are different theories,
with one being it was taken from the Scottish
Rite. In an attempt to clarify this dispute, a request for clarification by the American Knights
Templar was submitted. The application presented to W.J.B. MacLeod Moore, the Provincial
Grand Commander in Canada. He confirmed
after examining the ritual that the Order of the
Red Cross used in the United States had its origins from the Irish degrees of Knights of the
Sword, Knights of the East, and Knights of the
East and West.
The controversy surrounding the Order is
not only one of historical nature but one of rele-

vancy to the other Knight Templar Orders. In
the past, many condemned it as a Pagan and
Jewish Rite forced into the Order of Christian
knighthood. There is even to this day resistance to the incorporation of the Order. Before we decide on where we stand in this discussion, let us review certain aspects of it.
The Grand Encampment of Knight Templar USA unanimously adopted the revised version in Denver on August 10, 1892. During this
time, they settled the misconceptions of the Order and stated the following. “ the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross is not a pagan rite, nor is
it a mere social observance. It is an Order
founded upon TRUTH, recognizes the GOD OF
TRUTH as the only true and living God. As
such, it is proper preparation for the solemnities
of the Order of the Temple. The most exalted
TRUTH was presented implicitly, in Judaism,
and the Law of Judaism was the schoolmaster
that brought us to Christianity. The most exalted TRUTH is now explicit in Christianity. In Judaism, it was the seed, then the blade, and
Christianity ripened it into the ear. The TRUTH
of all truths is implicitly in the Order of the Red
Cross, the candidate finds that same truth, but
explicitly, in the Order of the Temple.”
If Judaism could be perceived as the
preparation for Christianity, could not the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross be regarded as
preparation for the Christian Order of the Temple.
Masons would lay down their lives rather
than sacrifice their integrity. A Companion of
the Red Cross also holds their engagements
sacred and inviolate. They will not accept any
favours or emoluments at the sacrifice of integrity. Nor will he draw his sword in the cause of
Injustice, Falsehood, or Oppression, but for
Justice, Truth and Liberty are the Grand Characters of the Illustrious Order. I hope you find
some of there exerpts from other sources of
interest.
R. Em Kt. Geoffrey C. Perry, KCT

You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter, Council and Preceptory until you are
elected by the members to be an officer. Now you have become the servant of the members and must strive diligently to bring honour to your office and to yourself.

from our GRAND CHAPLAIN
Today in the Christian calendar, as I write
this column, is Ascension Day – forty days after
the celebration of Easter when our Saviour ascended into Heaven. In ten days it will be the
Feast of Pentecost – the fiftieth (which is the
meaning of the word in Greek) day after Easter.
The story of Pentecost is related in the book of
The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2, and describes the reception of the Holy Spirit by the
apostles by way of a violent wind and tongues of
fire resting on them. This miraculous event
marked their empowerment to go forth in Jesus’
name to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed.
By that same Spirit, a gathering of
“devout Jews from every nation” heard the noise
and became aware and were amazed that they
could understand what was said, each in his
own language. They heard Peter tell them that it
was the fulfilling of Joel’s prophecy of the coming of God’s Spirit on all people. Peter called on
them to repent and be baptised. Some three
thousand persons answered his call that day.
Consequently, the Christian church celebrates
this day as the birthday of the church and frequently holds baptisms to welcome new members on this day.
Here we see the Holy Spirit beginning the
restoration of human communication which was
taken away by God when the people of Babel
tried to build a tower so high that they believed
they could reach heaven by their own efforts.
The Spirit at Pentecost was reconciling all people to one another and to God through Jesus.
Pentecost is a reminder that God’s Holy Spirit is
given freely to all people with no respect for
race, culture, socioeconomic standing, gender,
or any other distinguishing mark used by people
to differentiate one person from another. In God
we are one. The central message of Pentecost
was the conviction of the earliest Christians that
all people are beloved of God, all people are redeemed in Jesus, and all people are welcome in
God’s Kingdom.
Although as members of the Order of the
Temple we profess our faith in the Holy and Undivided Trinity – sometimes referred to as Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier – our rituals focus
primarily on Jesus as “Christ our Prophet, Christ
our Priest and Christ our King” and little is said
about the Holy Spirit. In the Novice section of
the Temple Order, the candidate receives “the

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” as
part of the whole armour of God mentioned in the
Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. In the Installation
section, the chaplain prays that God “impart Thy
Holy Spirit to the Novice”. In his obligation the
candidate invokes the “Father, Son and Holy
Ghost” as witness. With the presentation of the
cubic stone, a portion of the Book of Revelation
refers to hearing “what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.” In the Consecration, the Dove is described as “a type of the Almighty Comforter”. Our
closing prayer asks that we be granted “the help
of Thy Holy Spirit” to keep us “faithful to our professions, our Grand Master and to one another.”
Thus we recognise our need of God’s Spirit
in our daily lives as we try to follow the way of
Christ by loving God and our brethren, not just
those who are members of our Order but all humanity. In the words of the American Book of
Common Prayer, “The Holy Spirit leads us into all
truth and enables us to grow in the likeness of
Christ.” And “we recognize the presence of the
Holy Spirit when we confess Jesus Christ as Lord
and are brought into love and harmony with God,
ourselves, with our neighbors, and with all creation.”
During these difficult times when many of us feel
lonely and fearful for ourselves and our loved
ones, it is important to remember to pray. In that
prayer we need to count our blessings as well as
acknowledge our anxieties as we live through this
pandemic. Remember that the Comforter is with
us, sent as Jesus promised.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus says to the apostles before he breathed the Spirit on them, “Peace
be with you.” That peace comes from the Comforter, among the other gifts of the Holy Spirit whose
fruits are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, meekness and self-control.
These fruits are the qualities of Jesus that the Holy Spirit develops in our lives as we grow in our
faith.
May these gifts of the Holy Spirit be with
you and those who are close to you. May the Holy and Undivided Trinity hold you and keep you
until we can meet again in our Preceptories.
May the blessing of our Heavenly Captain
descend upon us, and remain with us, now and
for evermore.
Right Eminent Knight Alan Akehurst
Grand Chaplain.

WEBSITES
Sovereign Great Priory now operates two websites. You are no doubt familiar with our original www.knightstemplar.ca We now have a “Digital Library and
Archives” containing a wealth of information for the interested https://
knightstemplarlibrary.com We invite you to check it out.

INTERESTING LINKS
Edmonton Preceptory No. 46 ZOOM Webinar May 13th 2020
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ye1wbLro1XlOQafN4VDEaKNxWYDCaaa80CkZ-aBYzB0tgxkJx8iPYhqJcDA1WMgG

Password: 5C$%&1#V
Alberta RAM Website
https://royalarchmasonsalberta.com/knights-templar/

Mysterious Inverted Tower
https://www.bbc.com/reel/video/p07r1cbm/the-mysterious-inverted-tower-steeped-in-templar-myth

Knight Templar Weapons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZUgxWLfCwY

From the Chancery
I congratulate those Preceptory Registrars who continue to send out Summonses, even
though all physical meetings are cancelled. Communication is even more important when we Masons cannot meet in person with our Brother Knights. I admired the creative ways some Preceptories have found to stay in touch with their members. Some by Summonses or letters, some by
phone and some by video conference. Good Job!
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the decision to re-schedule the 137th Annual Assembly of Sovereign Great Priory of Canada to August 27 - 29, 2021. This change makes the timely
submission of Committee Reports even more important so they may be published for the benefit of
our membership.
I again respectfully request all committee chairmen to consult with their committee members
by email or phone (possibly hold a virtual meeting via Skype or Zoom or some other platform) and
submit a report (Word format preferred) into the Chancery by July 10th.
Thanks go out to those who have already submitted their reports.
The reports will then be assembled into a 2020 Preliminary Proceedings and distributed to
the membership in “PDF” format. Communication is a powerful tool to keep us connected. We thank
you for your service to our Christian Order.
Yours in the Bonds of our Order
GCT, Grand Chancellor

.
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Carved by R.Em.Kt. W. Bruce Miller, KCT
his comment “My COVID-19 hobby.”

This space welcomes any submissions of articles, art or
other pictures of social meetings or hobbies, or such,
which are appropriate to share with your Brother
Knights for inclusion into the next dispatches.

