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Supreme Grand Master’s May Message 2020
Sir Knights,
As I previously indicated in my 2020 Easter Message to all Sir Knights, these are definitely unprecedented times that we face, times that
call for a deep trust in each other and a deep
belief in God’s compassion. And, as the COVID19 virus continues to spread, as though it couldn’t get worst, we are now faced with an allencompassing grief arising out of the senseless
killings in Nova Scotia.
It certainly will take a great deal of determination and personal sacrifice by everyone in
Canada and around the world to overcome
these obstacles but please accept the comfort
that arises from knowing that you are not alone.
As Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign
Great Priory – Knights Templar of Canada, I
constantly pray for all Sir Knights, regardless of
what situation you may find yourself involved in
at this particular time. Whether you are relatively
comfortable and healthy or facing deep personal
anxiety and health complications due to financial
or confinement issues, please rest assured that
your Brotherhood is here for you.
But enough of this! Through this message, I will try to highlight some of the different
projects that I have personally been completing
while in self-isolation and, as such, give you
some suggestion as to possibly some of the
things that will get you through this dark moment
in time.
This is just a cross-section of a few of the

things that I’m personally involved in at the moment. Of course, you may have already thought
of some of these things and I’m sure that there’s
an endless list of other activities that you are engaged in. The key is to keep to a routine and to
keep busy, both mentally and physically. I definitely encourage you not to concentrate on the
negative and to let the anger get the best of you!
First of all, I must congratulate R. Em. Kt.
Eric Johnson, Past PGP – New Brunswick District No. 7 St-John DeMolay Preceptory No. 3A
for his wonderful dissertation on the Templar history of St. John’s Preceptory and New Brunswick. From what I understand, Eric is a highschool teacher and quite a history buff. I also
know him to be quite the character! Although I
bet that he didn’t figure he would make the Supreme Grand Master’s Message!

Never ask R. Em. Kt. Eric Johnston, Past PGP –
New Brunswick District No. 7 St-John DeMolay
Preceptory No. 3A to take a picture!
I have also recently written an article for
the April 2020 edition of the U.S. Grand Encampment’s Knight Templar Magazine. In this
case, my article looks at the personal and fraternal relationship between two Masonic icons: the
Canadian, Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, and, the American, Brigadier General Albert Pike.
You’ll find both articles, along with prior
copies of our DISPATCHES on the Sovereign
Great Priory’s website at:
www.knightstemplarlibrary.com
The direct link for my article titled “Hands
Across our Borders” is
http://www.knightstemplar.org/KnightTemplar/
Magazine/2020/0420.pdf
(pgs. 21 -30). Judging by some of the political
comments coming from both sides of the border,
there appears to be no greater time than the
present to reconfirm our fraternal relationship
with the Grand Encampment of the Knights
Templar of the United States of America
(GEKTUSA).
As our archival website, continues to
www.knightstemplarlibrary.com
expand, the Sovereign Great Priory would be
more than pleased to receive digital copies of
any memorabilia, rare published material, photographs or other rare historical material, which
you may possess or have access to in relation to
Templarism in Canada. So, start to scour and
sort those boxes in the closet, basement and
attic, which you may have forgotten about? To
some it may be junk but to all of us within the
Sovereign Great Priory it may be priceless.
Why don’t you take a stab at writing
something yourself? Write a poem, a historical
essay with regard to Masonry or your own family’s Masonic story, a book, a love letter, an email
to a friend, an email to God, it really doesn’t matter. It’s always wonderful to receive a handwritten inked letter from someone special. It’s actually quickly becoming a lost art and is like receiving a lost treasure.
I personally do not have a Facebook
page or Twitter or Instagram account, as I am
relatively a private person, but that’s not to say
that you can’t enjoy reaching out through social

media or by phone to a special friend, fellow Mason, long-lost relative or whomever. Although I
wouldn’t suggest that you dive in to the deep
end of social media, as my wife, Marie, has
done during these trying times. Between email
messages, twitter, Facebook, Instagram and social conference calls with the golf ladies, breakfast club, lunch club, wine club, book club, a lot
of laughs, tears and wine have been shared.
(Don’t tell her that I shared this with you!)
I also realize that many of us have personal/corporate/Masonic or other websites.
Make sure you check out Sovereign Great Priory’s website:
www.knightstemplar.ca
if you haven’t in a while. You may be surprised
by the information that it contains, or doesn’t
contain? Yes, information dissemination can always be better but there are time and financial
constraints to everything.
My personal website deals with my books
www.templarsnewworld.com
and art and also has archived links to radio and
blog interviews that I have conducted over the
past while. You may find those interesting and I
would be interested in hearing from any Sir
Knights who have established/discovered
unique websites relating to Masonry and Templarism.
With respect to the April 7, 2020, release
of my latest novel, The Last Refuge of the
Knights Templar: The Ultimate Secret of the
Pike Letters, the formal book launch that I had
planned at the Hamilton Scottish Rite Club for
April 19th had to be postponed until a later date
but that hasn’t stopped me from conducting several radio/blog interviews relating to the book.
Though I must tell you: even I am constantly
amazed at how extensive social media has become and the numbers who subscribe to the
various social media outlets, which have sprung
up around the world.
Aside from Masonic business, I have also
been pursuing the artistic ends of things. I don’t
know if it’s the Pandemic situation or what, but it
appears that my sub-conscious is directing me
towards the more abstract/sublime level of
things. Following are a couple of examples of
what I am currently exploring:

In conclusion, I wish Godspeed to all Masonic Brethren, particularly those who are in distress or
those who are continuing to work in essential positions, across Canada or around the world. As I previously indicated, Sir Knights, I hope and pray that
your minds and bodies are coping with the current
situation, all the while longing for the day when we
can continue to greet one another in person with the
fraternal warmth and sincerity, which we have come
to cherish. May we stay Strong Together for Canada
and Nova Scotia.
Yours in the Bonds of our Order,

GCT
Supreme Grand Master,
Sovereign Great Priory
Knights Templar of Canada

Spring Thunderbird, 2020, acrylic, 36x48 in.

Water Lilies in the Evening, 2020, acrylic, 36 x 48 in.

WEBSITES
Sovereign Great Priory now operates two websites. You are no doubt familiar with our original www.knightstemplar.ca We now have a “Digital Library and
Archives” containing a wealth of information for the interested https://
knightstemplarlibrary.com We invite you to check it out.

From the Chancery
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the decision to re-schedule the 137th Annual Assembly of Sovereign Great Priory of Canada to August 27 - 29, 2021. This change makes the timely
submission of Committee Reports even more important so they may be published for the benefit of
our membership.
I respectfully request all committee chairmen to consult with their committee members by
email or phone (possibly hold a virtual meeting via Skype or Zoom or some other platform) and submit a report (Word format preferred) into the Chancery by July 10th.
The reports will then be assembled into a 2020 Preliminary Proceedings and distributed to the
membership in “PDF” format. Communication is a powerful tool to keep us connected. We thank you
for your service to our Christian Order.
Yours in the Bonds of our Order
GCT, Grand Chancellor

COMMITTEES of
SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY
TRUSTEES
R.Em.Kt. James O’Halloran (52)
CHAIRMAN ( 1 Year )
R.Em.Kt. Terry Gould (46)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN ( 3 Years )
R.Em.Kt. T. Roy Binns, KCT (3)
MEMBER ( 2 Years )
M.Em.Kt. David G. Walker, GCT (12)
GRAND CHANCELLOR
R.Em.Kt. George Fairbairn (3)
GRAND TREASURER
FINANCE
R.Em.Kt. Terry Gould (46)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. James O’Halloran (52)
TRUSTEES
M.Em.Kt. David G. Walker, GCT (12)
GRAND CHANCELLOR
R.Em.Kt. George Fairbairn (3)
GRAND TREASURER
WARRANTS, JURISDICTION
& NEW PRECEPTORIES
R.Em.Kt. M. Andre O. Boivin(32)
CHAIRMAN
Em.Kt. David Boone (33)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
All Past Supreme Grand Masters
GRIEVANCES & APPEALS
R.Em.Kt. John R. Dollimount (73)
CHAIRMAN

R.Em.Kt. Ian A. Murray, KCT (71)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
JURISPRUDENCE
Em.Kt. Mark L. Millar (55)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Gerald Budden (71)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Em.Kt. Peter J. Sialtsis (2)
MEMBER
CONDITION OF THE ORDER
R.Em.Kt. Geoffrey C. Perry, KCT (26)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Willard G Dionne, KCT (32)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
All Provincial Grand Priors
RITES & CEREMONIES
R.Em.Kt. Brian R. S. Manson (2)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Ian D. Nichols (2)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Paul Arturi, (25)
MEMBER
HISTORY
R.Em.Kt. Charles E. E. Rutt, KCT (5)
CHAIRMAN
Sir Kt. John C. Schaeffer (1)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
V.Em.Kt. John E. E. Warren (71)
MEMBER
V.Em.Kt. Robert E. Todd (3)
MEMBER

ARCHIVES
R.Em.Kt. Charles E. E. Rutt, KCT (5)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. James O’Halloran (52)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

MEMBER
R.Em.Kt. A. Leslie Robinson (69)
MEMBER
R.Em.Kt. Michael Millard (14)
MEMBER

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
R.Em.Kt. Rev. Alan Akehurst (72)
CHAIRMAN
Sir Kt. Rev. Dr. Earle Scott Sharam (46)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

ELECTRONIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
R.Em.Kt. Maurice Hebert (1)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Keith Robertson (12)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

FRATERNAL RECOGNITION
R.Em.Kt. Normand Lavoie, KCT, (63)
CHAIRMAN
M.Em.Kt. W. Job Parsons, GCT (80)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Willard G. Dionne, KCT (32)
MEMBER
M. Em.Kt. David P. Hardie, GCT (12)
MEMBER
M.Em.Kt. David G. Walker, GCT (12)
GRAND CHANCELLOR

137th ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
V.Em.Kt. Brian T. Kiernan (3)
GENERAL CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Howard F. Adams (29)
REGISTRATION CHAIRMAN
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Em.Kt. James Leutri (29)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Richard W. Golding (36)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN EASTst
R.Em.Kt. Clive D. Stephenson KCT (65)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN CENTRAL
R.Em.Kt. . Donald Albert Gillies (33)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN WEST
Em.Kt. Robert F. Martin (12)
MEMBER

MACLEOD MOORE MEMORIAL
R.Em.Kt. Rev. M. John Moor (32)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Normand Lavoie, KCT, (63)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Geoffrey W. Mecham (9)
MEMBER
V.Em.Kt. Hans U. Tanzer (7)
MEMBER
FUTURE PLACES of MEETINGS
M.Em.Kt. David P. Hardie, GCT
CHAIRMAN
PRECEPTORY OFFICERS’ INSTRUCTION
R.Em.Kt. Jean – Marc LaPrise, KCT (20)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Leroy Harrison, KCT (22)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Hendren Ray (26)
MEMBER
Em.Kt. Ivan Hall (46)
MEMBER
PROVINCIAL GRAND PRIORS’ INSTRUCTION
R.Em.Kt. Geoffrey C. Perry KCT (26)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. James O’Halloran (52)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. David W. Hickman, KCT (52)
MEMBER
R.Em.Kt. W. Bruce Miller, KCT (62)
MEMBER
R.Em.Kt. Jeffery A. Schoonmaker (46)
MEMBER
MEMBERSHIP & KNIGHT TEMPLAR ADVANCEMENT
R.Em.Kt. W. Bruce Miller, KCT (62)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. John D. Wren (62)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. T. Ronald Tallon (35)

TEMPLAR DEAD
R.Em.Kt. Rev. Alan Akehurst (72)
CHAIRMAN
DONALD A. KING MEMORIAL AWARD for the
BEST UNIFORM TURNOUT of PRECEPTORS
R.Em.Kt. David W. Hickman, KCT (52)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. James O’Halloran (52)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
All Provincial Grand Priors
CHARLES E. WELLS MEMORIAL FUND
R.Em.Kt. Charles E. E. Rutt, KCT (5)
CHAIRMAN (1 Year(
R.Em.Kt. Donald A. Gillies (33)
VICE CHAIRMAN( 5 Years)
R.Em.Kt. Colin Hart (76)
MEMBER ( 2 Years )
R.Em.Kt. Howard F. Adams (29)
MEMBER (3 Years)
V.Em.Kt. Kenneth Mielkie (37)
SECRETARY – TREASURER ( 4 Years )
AD HOC COMMITTEE - COMMUNICATIONS
R.Em.Kt. Geoffrey C. Perry KCT (26)
CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Clive D. Stephenson KCT (65)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
R.Em.Kt. Bruce William Allan (30)
MEMBER
R.Em.Kt. M. Andre O. Boivin(32)
MEMBER
R.Em.Kt. Maurice Hebert (1)
WEBMASTER
and the GRAND CHANCELLOR
and the GRAND TREASURER

MAS ONIC C ORN
By Ill. Bro. Scott Rowe, 33º as published in the AASR, Valley of Barrie, Triangle Newsletter
The famous Roslyn Chapel outside of Edinburg Scotland has
been a Mecca for scholars and historians. It is a compelling place to
study both religious symbolism and more mysterious hints of possible
esoteric alternate history secrets. On its walls, ceilings and floors, thousands of hand carved figures and ornamental decorations depict everything from well known Christian symbols to others that would have been
considered adopted from pagan religions. Perhaps in a part of the world
strongly influenced by Celtic and Druid beliefs, such an unusual mixture
of icons was not that surprising in a chapel built by Catholics of that time.
One of the most controversial symbols found in Rosslyn is that of an ear of corn. Alternative
historians have argued that when the chapel was built, corn was not a staple in any part of northern
Europe. This fact was supposed to lend credence to the legend that one of the ancestors of the Sinclair family that built Rosslyn, Prince Henry Sinclair, made a mysterious voyage to the new world a
hundred years before Columbus, where he was introduced to corn as raised by the native Indians.
Although the original Prince Henry was of Norse descent and probably had the seafaring blood of
his ancestral Viking heri- tage, there is no solid proof that the journey was ever accomplished. Other
historians argue for a Masonic relationship to the ear of corn, as corn symbolically represented one
of the ancient methods of payment to the original builders of King Solomon’s temple. Here again
Rosslyn does not give up its secrets easily, as corn is but one of several symbols found there that
also occur in masonry. Unfortunately the timelines of construction of the chapel preceded the founding of our lodges by several hundred years either making this an unusual coincidence or a controversial suggestion that the origins of masonry have some mysterious connection to the Sinclairs and
their medieval links.
Ironically most Masonic historians concede that the reference to corn in our ceremonies is a
modern day adaption of other food staples. Corn in the yellow and highly hybrid version we would
recognize today was not widely cultivated in the areas of Israel during biblical times and the use of
the word in the Bible probably referred to the common wheat and barley grains that were grown
then. When the builders were paid their wages in corn, wine and oil, they most likely received wheat
or barley instead.
Masonry being a speculative discipline still attaches great importance to the symbol of corn.
Masons who practice our craft can receive a wage just as our ancient brethren did but it comes from
the labours of Freemasonry which include charity, uprightness of conduct and brotherly love.
It has been said that: “The Mason who works for the joy of working, does his part in the lodge work,
takes his place among the labourers of Freemasonry, he will receive corn, wine and oil in measures
pressed down and running over and know a fraternal joy as substantial in fact as it is ethereal in
quality: as real in his heart as it is intangible to the profane world”.
The mysterious ear of corn on the wall of a 13th century Scottish chapel has many interpretations. It may have been gleaned from the knowledge of returning Crusaders, actually prove a link to
an epic but unrecorded sea voyage, or point to a little known link between Rosslyn and Masonry.
The truth is perhaps lost in the mists of time, but the importance of Masonic Corn is still as relevant
today as it was at our our founding.
with the permission of the author.

You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter, Council and Preceptory until you are
elected by the members to be an officer. Now you have become the servant of the members and must strive diligently to bring honour to your office and to yourself.

