
 

 Sir Knights, Greetings! 

 A very wise man once said to me that 
leadership is the difficult responsibility of collec-
tively representing an entire group, rather than 
addressing the rights of an individual. For a very 
long time, I did not understand what he was try-
ing to convey to me but given the situation that 
we’ve now gone through over the past year I 
now understand. 
 

 Unfortunately, it’s become all too appar-
ent that the news outlets and social media have 
developed a trend where they seek out the one 
individual whose rights have not been met or 
have been imposed upon. In reaction, we find 
our politicians, on all levels, politicizing the pan-
demic to the point that all they appear to practice 
is the blame-game. Instead, what we need at 
this time is true leadership, which represents the 
good of the entire country. 
 

 As Masons it is not our practice to speak 
of politics nor religion. It is also not our practice 
to denigrate an individual’s beliefs, nor to speak 
ill of someone’s opinion even if it does not coral-
line with ours. As a Christian Mason though, it 
definitely is not a time to withdraw into our-
selves. Let us not only have faith in God, the Su-
preme Being, the Holy Trinity, the Creator, the 
Great Architect of the Universe, but also have 
faith in universal science and medicine. 
 

 Sir Knights, what I am speaking to is the 
responsibility to not only get vaccinated but to 
encourage all others to get vaccinated. Only 
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when our country reaches the threshold of effi-
cacy relating to herd immunity, will we be able to 
safely resume our Masonic activities. I apologize 
if this message appears too strong but as your 
leader, your Supreme Grand Master, I strongly 
believe that I must advocate on behalf of science 
versus spiritual and other individual beliefs dur-
ing this situation. 
 

 My heart aches when I think of the 
missed opportunities over the past year to gath-
er with you personally and to celebrate through 
our ritual the special knowledge and understand-
ing that we collectively share. My heart aches 
when I think of the void that the pandemic has 
caused amongst and beyond Freemasonry. My 
heart aches to think of who and what we may 
have lost during this prolonged interruption in 
our ritual and order. 
 

 There have definitely been many posi-
tives coming out of the pandemic and the first 
thing that I can think of is the increased use of 
social media. The digital meetings and education 
sessions that I have attended over the past year 
have been quite rewarding, entertaining and ed-
ucational; and, now that most of us are familiar 
with virtual meetings, I encourage all Masons to 
continue with the same even when we get back 
to a semi-normal state of affairs. 
 

 Along these lines, it is encouraging to see 
that the provinces are ramping up their vaccina-
tion programs. It is also encouraging to see that 
rationale is triumphing over hysteria and disbe-
lief. It is also encouraging that people under-
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stand that even if they have received the vac-
cine that they should continue with the minimum 
recommended safety measures. 
 

 Never in my wildest dreams when I was 
installed as your Supreme Grand Master in 2019 
would I have thought that, in May of 2021, I 
would be speaking to you about vaccinations but 
I believe that it is for the good of the Order. We 
must move forward, not look behind. We must 
look beyond the horizon to the time that we can 
work together once again to expand and 
strengthen the ranks of Sovereign Great Priory. 
 

 Sir Isaac Newton was not only a great 
scientist and philosopher but a great Christian. 
When asked as to his passion towards science 
his response that he wanted to understand 
God’s ways so that he could be closer to Him. 
Other early Rosicrucians such as Francis Bacon 
and John Dee maintained the same philosophy. 
They understood that one not only has to look to 
the past but to the future to understand God’s 
Hand. 
 

  Early astronomers and botanists such as 
Kepler and Darwin understood that there was 
order in nature and, as such, believed that God 
had created this order. The medieval Knights 
Templar believed that, as there was order in na-
ture, one could control this force of nature and, 
therefore, be closer to God. Indigenous peoples 
around this world also see the spiritual aspect of 
this force and practice traditions and rituals, 
which not only pay tribute to these forces but 
look to control them, if only for a short while. 

 

 Let us all share in this hidden wisdom and 
have continuing faith that the darkness will soon 
be over. Meanwhile, I ask that each and every 
one of you remain vigilant against possible ex-
posure and contamination, for the sake of your 
families, friends, fellow Masons and for your own 
sake. And, may I ask that you continue to reach 
out to those Sir Knights who find themselves in 
less fortunate circumstances or more vulnerable 
situations. 
 

 Finally, you will be presented with infor-
mation concerning SGP’s 2021 and 2022 Annu-
al Assembly through the Grand Chancellor’s 
Message elsewhere in these Dispatches. Let me 
assure you the decisions made with respect to 
the assemblies have not been made lightly and 
have been endorsed by all of SGP’s Executive 
Committee and Grand Council. And, that the de-

cisions have been made with the utmost con-
sideration for all Sir Knights and their Ladies’ 
health and safety. 
 

May God bless each and every one of you! 

 Yours in the Bonds of our Order, 

 

 

      GCT 

Supreme Grand Master,  
Sovereign Great Priory Knights Templar of Canada 

 

 Black French along the Ottawa River (Great-
grandmother Lizzie & great-grandfather Michel) 
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 You are a volunteer in your Lodge, 
Chapter, Council and Preceptory until 
you are elected by the members to be an 
officer. Now you have become the serv-
ant of the members and must strive dili-
gently to bring honour to your office and 
to yourself. 



WEBSITES 
Sovereign Great Priory now operates two websites. You are no doubt familiar with 

our original www.knightstemplar.ca We now have a “Digital Library and Archives” con-
taining a wealth of information for the interested https://knightstemplarlibrary.com   

We invite you to check them out.  

Grand Chancellor’s Message 
 

 In accordance with Statute 1.3.1, on 
Friday, April 30

th
 2021 the Grand Council ap-

proved the recommendations of the Commit-
tee on Future Places of Meeting that the 
planned 2021 “in-person” Annual Assembly 
be postponed until 2022 and arrangements 
be made to hold the 2023 Annual Assembly 
in Regina Saskatchewan, dates to be an-
nounced later. 

 

138th Annual Assembly 
will be held Virtually on Friday Aug. 27th 

at 11:00 am (Eastern) 
 

GIC/SGP Joint Memorial Service 
held Virtually on Thursday Aug. 26th 

at 7:30 pm (Eastern) 
 

A Grand Council Meeting 
held Virtually on Friday Aug. 13th 

at 2:00 pm (Eastern) 
 

Knight Templar Charitable Foundation 
Annual General Meeting 

held Virtually on Friday Aug. 20th 
at 2:00 pm (Eastern) 

 
Columbia Preceptory No. 34 
Vancouver, British Columbia 

 

 Eminent Knights Phillip Robinson and 
John Laing were invited to make a report to 
Grand Council on their current devastating 
situation. Fire totally destroyed Columbia’s 
meeting place together with all the regalia 
and furnishings of the Preceptory. They ad-
vised that it was the intention of the Temple 
Company to rebuild and it is in discussions 
with an architect and the city to map out the 
way ahead. Columbia Preceptory is in the 
process of securing at suitable home for 
when the pandemic will allow us the meet 
again. 
 

 During attendance at numerous Pre-
ceptory Zoom meetings across Canada, in-
quiries have been made as to how Columbia 
Sir Knights may be assisted. To this end, I 

proposed to Grand Council that our efforts be 
co-ordinated through the Grand Chancery as 
follows:  
1) an inventory of the necessary properties 

required by a Preceptory to confer the Or-
ders has been sent to Columbia for their 
refinement;  

2) when finalized, this “Xcel” file will be dis-
tributed to the other 57 Preceptories of 
Sovereign Great Priory; 

3) the Preceptories will be asked to indicate 
on the file any serviceable items or finan-
cial contributions they would be willing to 
offer to our Brother Knights in the Vancou-
ver area; 

4) when complete, this list to be returned to 
the Chancery for consolidation and coordi-
nation and thence forwarded to Columbia 
for their information; 

5) the Chancery will then advise Precepto-
ries of the donations required/accepted. 

 

 Authorization by Grand Council of this 
proposal was endorsed by our Supreme 
Grand Master and unanimously supported by 
the members.  
 

 It is believed that by the foregoing pro-
cess we will assist our Columbia Brother 
Knights to be able to return to Knight Templar 
activities, properly equipped, as soon as this 
pandemic will allow. That it will insure they 
will have one of each necessary item and not 
ten of one and none of another. 
 

 It may be that your Preceptory has du-
plicate items due to a former neighbouring 
Preceptory having amalgamated or you may 
consider offering to purchase an item to do-
nate, or you may decide to make a cash do-
nation.  
 

 Timely consideration and response will 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

Yours in the Bonds of our Order 
   

 

GCT 



      

 Deputy  Grand Master's Message 
 
 

  I hope that you and your family are doing well as we all work 
our way through this challenging time. I had been thinking over the 
past few months of what kind of a topic I should talk about during 
this communication. Several different thoughts ran through my 
mind, and I finally decided to talk about some history behind our 
various Orders. I decided to talk about the Order of the Red Cross. 
Of all our Orders, this is the one that has caused much discussion 
in the past. I am sure in the future as well. I must say for me to take 
on the analysis of a historical nature when our Supreme Grand 
Master is a well respected and extremely knowledgeable author is 
not without its risks. 

 

  I am not a respected author, historian, or researcher as M. Em. Kt. William F. Mann G.C.T. 
is, but I hope you will find it interesting in some small way. 

 

  The incorporation of the Order of the Red Cross into the Knight Templar Orders is one of 
controversy that has extended over several centuries and involved Canada.  The origin is still un-
der discussion but, a general train of thought is that the source was in the American colonies and 
performed first by Scottish and Irish troops. Thomas Smith-Webb and Henry Fowle are responsi-
ble for its incorporation into the American Templar System. There are different theories, with one 
being it was taken from the Scottish Rite. In an attempt to clarify this dispute, a request for clarifi-
cation by the American Knights Templar was submitted. The application presented to W.J.B. 
MacLeod Moore, the Provincial Grand Commander in Canada. He confirmed after examining the 
ritual that the Order of the Red Cross used in the United States had its origins from the Irish de-
grees of Knights of the Sword, Knights of the East, and Knights of the East and West. 

 

  The controversy surrounding the Order is not only one of historical nature but one of rele-
vancy to the other Knight Templar Orders. In the past, many condemned it as a Pagan and Jew-
ish Rite forced into the Order of Christian Knighthood. There is even to this day resistance to the 
incorporation of the Order. Before we decide on where we stand in this discussion, let us review 
certain aspects of it. 

 

  The Grand Encampment of Knight Templar USA unanimously adopted the revised version 
in Denver on August 10, 1892. During this time, they settled the misconceptions of the Order and 
stated the following. “the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross is not a pagan rite, nor is it a mere 
social observance. It is an Order founded upon TRUTH, recognizes the GOD OF TRUTH as the 
only true and living God. As such, it is proper preparation for the solemnities of the Order of the 
Temple. The most exalted TRUTH was presented implicitly, in Judaism, and the Law of Judaism 
was the schoolmaster that brought us to Christianity. The most exalted TRUTH is now explicit in 
Christianity. In Judaism, it was the seed, then the blade, and Christianity ripened it into the ear. 
The TRUTH of all truths is implicitly in the Order of the Red Cross, the candidate finds that same 
truth, but explicitly, in the Order of the Temple.” 

 

  If Judaism could be perceived as the preparation for Christianity, could not the Illustrious 
Order of the Red Cross be regarded as preparation for the Christian Order of the Temple. 

 

  Masons would lay down their lives rather than sacrifice their integrity. A Companion of the 
Red Cross also holds their engagements sacred and inviolate.  They will not accept any favours 
or emoluments at the sacrifice of integrity. Nor will he draw his sword in the cause of Injustice, 
Falsehood, or Oppression, but for Justice, Truth and Liberty are the Grand Characters of the Il-
lustrious Order. I hope you find some of there exerts from other sources of interest. 

I look forward to the next time we meeI look forward to the next time we meeI look forward to the next time we meeI look forward to the next time we meet.   Geoffrey C. Perry, Geoffrey C. Perry, Geoffrey C. Perry, Geoffrey C. Perry, KCTKCTKCTKCT         



 

Most Eminent Knight DANIEL SPRY  G.C.T.    Grand Chancellor 
 

Grand Master (1882-1883 and 1883-1884) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada;  

Grand First Principal (1879-1980) of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada; 

Honorary Supreme Grand Master (1893) of the Sovereign Great Priory, KT, of Canada;  

Grand Master (1872-1873, 1873-1874, 1874-1875 and 1875-1876) of the Grand Council  of Roy-

al and Select Masters of Ontario (Cryptic Rite);  

Grand Master (1872-1873 and 1873-1874) of the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners  

 Samuel Spry of Devonshire, England, and his wife Janet McLean of Perth, Scotland emi-

grated to Canada. Samuel, a member of the Royal Sappers and Miners commanded by Colonel 

John By, was employed in the construction of the Rideau Canal. He purchased his discharge and 

settled on a farm near Merrickville, on the Rideau River in Carleton County. Daniel Spry was born 

on the family farm on November 29, 1835.  Samuel died shortly afterwards and his mother Janet, 

finding the farm too much to handle, moved the family to a place 10 miles east of Prescott where 

Daniel, who was eight at the time, worked as a water boy on the building of a local canal. A move 

to Iroquois was quickly followed by a move to Toronto where Daniel attended the Model School. 

While there he apprenticed himself to grocer John C. Griffith and later worked as a bookkeeper for 

Messrs. G. & B. Barnack of Richmond Hill and Bradford. He was employed as a clerk in the To-

ronto Post Office and was transferred to the Post Office Savings Bank at Ottawa. Due to failing 

health he returned to Toronto and set himself up as a grocer. His skills in the Post Office Depart-

ment had been noticed and he was requested by the government to return to their employ, and in 

1876 he was Post Office Inspector and was responsible for supervising operations in the Districts 

of Toronto, Barrie, and London and he held this position for 21 years. Daniel Spry belonged to a 

number of  community organizations — the Cadets of Temperance, at which he became a well-

known speaker;  Director of both the Toronto and the Barrie Mechanics’ Institutes; he was one of 

the organizers of the  Ontario Literary Society and became President; Editor of several comic pa-

pers; Grand Master Workman  of the Ancient Order of United Workmen; Chairman of the Barrie 

School Board; and a member of the  Merchants’ Rifle Company (a militia unit), an Ensign in the 

10
th 

Royal Regiment and a Lieutenant in the  Queen’s Own Rifles. He was a member of the Angli-

can Church of Canada and a Lay Delegate to the Synod of the Diocese of Toronto. Daniel Spry 

was married twice: in 1856 to Miss Mary Jane Burgess and in 1867 to Miss Mary A. Fortier and 

had eight children — several of whom (or their spouses) were members of the Masonic Fraternity, 

and who also served their country in the military. Most Illustrious Companion Daniel Spry died on 

August 13, 1897.  

MASONIC CAREER  

Daniel Spry was initiated in King Solomon’s Lodge, No. 22 GRC, Toronto, on March 11, 

1858, and was Worshipful Master a total of five times (1862, 1863, 1868, 1872 and 1873). He was 

also the Worshipful Master of Rehoboam Lodge, No. 65 GRC, Toronto (1871 and 1878) and Rich-

mond Lodge, No. 23 GRC, Richmond Hill (1865). He was a founder of Zetland Lodge, No. 326 

GRC, Toronto (he was also its first Junior Warden and later Treasurer) and Mimico Lodge, No. 

369 GRC, Lambton Mills (and its first Worshipful Master). He was an affiliated Honorary member 

of several Lodges. At Grand Lodge he had been appointed as A/GDC in 1862 and was elected to 

various positions including Grand Registrar (1869), DDGM Toronto District (1875 and 1876), and 

an elected Member of the Board of General Purposes (1877, 1878 and 1879). He was elected as 



the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada (1882- 83 and 1883-84).  

In Capitular Masonry, he was exalted in King Solomon’s Chapter, No. 8, Toronto on Janu-

ary 17, 1859 and was eventually a member of five other Chapters. He was elected as Grand First 

Principal of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario for 

1879- 1880. In the Order of the High Priesthood, Daniel Spry was President of the Grand Council. 

In Constantinian Masonry he was Grand Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Conclave of 

Rome and Constantine.  

In Knights Templary, Most Eminent Knight Daniel Spry was knighted in Mount Calvary En-

campment, No.  12, at Orillia, on October 4, 1871. He was the first Presiding Preceptor of Mount 

Calvary Preceptory, Barrie, after its removal from Orillia in 1880. In 1881 he was elected Registrar 

of Mount Calvary Preceptory. He was a Charter Member of Odo de St. Amand Preceptory, No. 16, 

Toronto (May 17, 1872); Kent Preceptory, No. 20, Chatham (August 7, 1877); Ray Preceptory, No. 

23, Port Arthur (renamed Rhodes) (March 9, 1880); and Metropolitan Preceptory, No. 28, Mel-

bourne, Australia (May 1, 1886). In 1876 Most Eminent Knight Spry had been elected as Grand 

Chancellor and fulfilled this office with care and great enthusiasm for the next 21 years. In 1884 he 

was elected as Honorary Deputy Grand Master of Sovereign Great Priory and in 1886 he received 

from HRH, Edward Albert, The Prince of Wales, Supreme Grand Master of the United Orders of 

the Temple and Malta in England, Ireland and Dependencies of the British Empire, the G.C.T. 

Grand Cross of the Temple. At the Tenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Cana-

da, on July 18, 1893, the Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Elias Talbot Malone, 

G.C.T., noted that, “By some oversight the rank of Fratre Spry does not appear to have been for-

mally confirmed by us, although in his position as Past Grand Master, he presided at the opening 

of the Special Meeting of Great Priory in the City of Hamilton in 1891. No one has laboured more 

faithfully in the interests of Templarism than Fratre Spry, and no one is more entitled to recognition 

at our hands than he. I, therefore, recommend that Great Priory confer on Fratre Spry the rank of 

Past Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada.” This recommendation was 

unanimously accepted.  

In the Cryptic Rite he was a charter member of two Councils—Adoniram No. 2, Toronto and 

Heraclius No. 17, Barrie—although the official records list him as a long-time member of the for-

mer. He was elected as Deputy Grand Master of the new Grand Council of Royal and Select Mas-

ters of Ontario at its first Assembly on August 8, 1871.  He presided at the Second Assembly due 

to the illness of Grand Master Harington and was elected as Grand Master at the Assembly for the 

1872-73 term. He was subsequently elected as Grand Master for the 1873-74, 1874-75 and 1875-

76 terms. At the Ninth Annual Assembly (August 13, 1879) he was elected as Grand Recorder 

and served in this office for 1879-80, 1880-81, 1881-82 and 1882-83. He also served as Grand 

Master of the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners for 1872-73 and 1873-74.  

Illustrious Bro.  Daniel Spry, 33
o
, was a member of four Chapters of Rose Croix and Grand 

Chancellor of the Supreme Council. He was a member of Rameses Temple, Toronto 

A.A.O.N.M.S.   

[Sources: (1) Daniel Spry (1835 - 1897) by R. W. Bro. Richard A. W. Stewart, May 8, 1962, Paper No.  63 
of the Canadian Masonic Research Association, Volume II, pp 1131-1150, published by The Heritage 
Lodge, No. 730 GRC, 1986; 1992 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province 
of Ontario. (2) The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada of the United Orders of Malta and of the Temple 1855
-2002: The Supreme Grand Masters, by Michael Jenkyns, ISBN 0-9732736-0-7, published by Gryphon 
Jenkyns Enterprises, Nepean, ON, April 2003. (3) The Cryptic Rite in Ontario: The Grand Council of Royal 
and Select Masters of Ontario 1871-2004, by Michael Jenkyns, ISBN 0-9732736-4-X, published by Gryph-
on Jenkyns Enterprises, Nepean, ON, April 2005.]  


