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Knights of the Temple of Solomon
These knights owed allegiance to neither
King nor Emperor but only to the Pope himself, consequently,the wealth of the Knights Templar grew
at a remarkable speed. In addition to the treasure
they are said to have found in Jerusalem were numerous donations of land from the many noble families with which they were connected. This gave the
knights a power base which they used to create a
multitude of enterprises, and Europe was soon
adorned with a network of Templar holdings, many
strategically situated near the most important trade
and pilgrimage routes. There is evidence of these in
place-names today: in England, Temple in Cornwall, Templecombe in Somerset, and the centre of
the legal profession, the Temple in London; in
Wales, Templeton and Temple Bar in he county of
Dyfed. Scotland abounds with Temple names, such
as Temple (previously Ballantrodoch) in Midlothian,
Temple in Strathclyde, Templehall in Fife and Templeland in Dumfries/Galloway. In France, where the
order had the most possessions, it abounds with
Templar names: Doncourt aux Templiers, Templehof et Colmar, Bure-les- Templiers, Moissy-LeTemple, Ivry-Le-Temple. Spain, Germany and other
European countries also have their quota indicating
Templar origins. Their commercial interests were
impressive and varied. These Knights were experts
in mining, quarrying, building, viniculture and farming in every climatic zone of Europe and the Holy
Land.
Their superb fleet enabled them to extend their
trade routes to the very fringe of the then known
world. Their ships plied the Mediterranean between
Italy, France and Spain. Their main base was situated on the island of Majorca. Their principal port on
the Atlantic coast of France was La Rochelle. In effect the Knights Templar became the medieval precursors of modern multinational ‘conglomerates’ rich-

er than any kingdom in Europe.
Travels
Following a relatively quiet Summer, Eileen
and I flew to Gander to attend the Grand Lodge of
Newfoundland. I was received with honours and
brought greetings from the SGP of Canada. We returned to Halifax on the 16th of October.
On the 27th of October I flew out to Calgary
where I was hosted by Rt. Em. Kt. Don Gillies and
his wife Diane. I attended Cyprus Preceptory on the
28th 0f October with an excellent attendance. Dinner was served prior to the opening and we were
honoured with the presence of Past Grand Master
M. Em. Kt. Gerald Tetzloff, GCT. The Preceptory
was opened and I was received through the lines.
The Order of Consecration was carried out on two
candidates. On completion of the Order the new Sir
Knights both thanked the Preceptory for admitting
them. On the following day October 29th, I attended
a meeting of the York Rite College in Calgary and
on the 31st I attended a meeting of KYCH. A busy
and pleasant visit.
I left Calgary on the 1st of November arriving
at Abbotsford where I was met by V. Em. Kt. Doug
Sprague the Registrar of Mount Slesse Preceptory.
We drove to Chilliwack and he showed me around
what had at one time been one of the bigger army
barracks. The following afternoon I had dinner with
Doug and his wife and we then proceeded to Mount
Slesse Preceptory where the lines were formed and
I was received with due decorum. An excellent turnout. The following day I had lunch with PGM M. Em
Kt. Joe Marshall, GCT.
On the 3rd I flew to Saskatoon and was
picked up by R. Em. Kt. John Bradley. The following
night I attended Saskatoon Preceptory. The lines
were formed and I was received in due form. On the
5th I returned to Halifax
Continue on page 3

Knights Templar Charitable Foundation
of Canada
From the Statutes
8.1.1:- The charitable activities of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada, including the Charles E.
Wells Memorial Fund, are entrusted to the Knights
Templar Charitable Foundation of Canada.
8.1.2:- The Knights Templar Charitable Foundation is a registered and incorporated charity dedicated to promote, encourage and carry on Charitable work within Canada including the relief of poverty, the advancement of education and to gift
funds to other Registered Charities under the Income Tax Act:.
8.1.3:- The object of the Charles E. Wells Memorial Fund is to grant assistance to youth organizations in Canada.
8.2.1:- The membership in the Corporation shall
be limited to those who, from time to time, are
members on the register of the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada, Knights Templar.
Knight Templar Charitable Foundation Board
David W. Hickman, (President), John R.
Dollimount (Vice-President), George B. Fairbairn
(Treasurer), Kenneth B. Mielkie (Secretary) and
Directors: Jeremy Gomersall and Terry Gould,
Funds allocated for 2016 charitable purposes amounted to $23,000. The breakdown of the
charitable allocation is as follows:
Distressed persons $1,000
Canadian Diabetes Foundation $3000
Kidney Foundation $3,000
Divinity Student Annual Bursaries $16,000
(8 Bursaries at $2,000)

Deputy Grand Master David P. Hardie
at Richard Coeur de Lion 4 London, Ontario
Divinity Student Bursary Presentation

Distribution of Bursaries by Preceptory:
Columbia 34 British Columbia 2
Antiquity 5 Nova Scotia
3
Mount Zion 73 Nova Scotia 1
St. Simon of Cyrene 37 Ont 1
St. Elmo 22
Ontario
1
Charles E. Wells Memorial Fund Committee
Colin M Hart (Chairman), Charles E.E. Rutt
(Vice-Chairman), Kenneth B. Mielkie (SecretaryTreasurer), Trevor M. Lambert and Peter D. Devlin
As a Christian Mason, be proud of our charitable
works and continue to support our Foundation.

Supreme
Grand Master
Gerald A. Riley
at
Antiquity 5
Halifax
Nova Scotia
Divinity
Student
Bursary
Presentation

On December 11th I attended the Annual
Christmas service of Antiquity Preceptory, I read
my Christmas message and assisted with the
presentation of three bursaries to divinity students. A quiet period then ensued and on the
22nd of December Eileen and I proceeded to Toronto to spend the Christmas season with our children and grandchildren returning to Halifax on the
2nd of January
On Tuesday March 28th I flew to St. Johns
Newfoundland and was met at the airport by Rt.
Em. Kt. Ian Murray and was hosted by him and
his wife Ebru during my brief stay in St. Johns. I
attended Beothic Preceptory and was received
through the lines in an appropriate manner. I also
attended a meeting of the York Rite College, Holy
Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests and KYCH. I
returned to Halifax on the 30th after quite a long
delay at the airport due to thick fog. I was lucky
as the following day pretty well all of the Island
was hammered with a massive snowstorm.
On April 5th I traveled to Toronto to attend
meetings which were held at the Hilton Airport
hotel. The 5th was a meeting of “Future Places of
Meetings” for SGP and GICC chaired by Chairman R.Em.Kt. Donald F. Kline, KCT. On the 6th
The “Executive meeting for SGP of Canada was
held, not very well attended, with only a quorum
present. On completion of the meeting R. Em.
Kt. David Hardie, KCT, the DGM and I drove to
St. Catherines to attend the Annual Convocation
of the Grand Chapter of Canada in the Province
of Ontario. The DGM and I were received and
welcomed I extended greetings from SGP.
At noon hour, R. Em. Kt. David Hardie and
I left for Pearson international airport from where I
was to fly to Winnipeg. The flight was badly overbooked due to several circumstances and it was
only at the last minute that I was informed that I
had a seat. A little unsettling considering that that
I had booked the seat quite some time ago. We
finally left about an hour delayed and I was met at
the airport by R. Em. Kt. Ted Yorke, Provincial
Grand Prior, Manitoba / Northwestern Ontario
District, who took me to my hotel, where I quickly
changed and we went out to dinner. The following
day we proceeded to Kenora. An excellent district
meeting well attended. A very appetizing Chinese lunch was served during the meeting. A
popular choice. I spoke briefly on completion of
the business meeting and we then had a question
and answer session. Distances and finances involved to attend meetings were broached. Then
we returned to Winnipeg and on the following day
I flew back to Halifax
I had previously been booked to attend
Bethlehem and Western Gate Preceptories on
the Island. Unfortunately this visit fell through.

At all times, I have been received courteously
and with due decorum. To all the Sir Knights who
looked after my welfare whilst travelling – Thank you
I know that many of you went out of your way to accommodate my visits. I hope to see many of you in
Calgary at our Annual Convocation. Please make a
special effort to attend. The committee have arranged many activities for your pleasure. I am sure
that you will enjoy their usual `Western Hospitality``

Gerald A. Riley, GCT,

SGM

You are a volunteer in your
Lodge, Chapter, Council or
Preceptory until you are
elected by the members as an
officer. Now you have become the servant of the
members and must strive to
bring honour to your office
and to yourself.

Do you know someone who would make a
good Knight
Sir Knights, this is an extremely important consideration for our Preceptory.
A candidate must be…..
A Freemason in good standing with his Craft
A Royal Arch Mason in good standing with his
Chapter
A Christian, recommended by two Members of the
Order, who profess a belief in the "Christian
Doctrine of the Holy and Undivided Trinity of
The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit".
If you know of someone who meets these requirements, who would benefit from membership, and
be an asset to Masonic Knight Templarism, an application form is available from your Registrar.
DON’T WAIT…..DO IT

FILING DATES
Must be in the Chancery on or before:
May 15th. NOMINATIONS
Provincial Grand Priors — Grand Council
District Grand Standard Bearers
Order of Merit — KCT
July 28th REGISTERATION
134th Annual Assembly

The Sword
By R. Em. Kt. John D. Wren

The sword holds a significant place in history, it has made kings and destroyed kingdoms.
They have existed through the centuries in one
form or another. Whether used as a symbol of
power, an icon of wealth or as an impromptu religious symbol. And let us not forget that no man
could or can be made a knight without one. Its
good care was, in ancient times, a matter of life
and death, a solemn duty and obligation of every
knight. While modern society has pressed forward,
the sword has become a thing of the past to most
men. An ancient relic if you will, of a forgotten time.
It is an object which at first glance, appears
to the uninitiated, to have a limited use in our modern society. Yet, if we delve deeper into the symbolism of the sword, we will discover a greater understanding of not only ourselves but also of the
similarities between us and the swords we carry.
From the Companion to the Templar, we carry and
yield them throughout our ceremonies and duties.
If you recall, the moment of our reception into masonry we were made acquainted with the sword.
Each one of us here was received at the point of a
sword! We are informed as Companions, that the
sword is emblematic of the three cardinal virtues.
And as we progress through the Orders, we are
informed of its symbolic significance.
But if I may beg your indulgence, I would
offer you this for your consideration. We, as Companions and Knights have more in common with
swords, than may at first be apparent. In fact, I put
to you, we are in a speculative way, a mirror image
of the swords we carry in the performance of our
rites and ceremonies. Like us, the sword is composed of many parts, both intricate and simple, it
is functional yet elaborate in design and its symbolism significant.
The pommel of the sword is designed to
effect the centre of balance and if necessary to
strike an opponent. So too, must we strive for balance in our day to day lives. In a world which is
complex and demanding, we find ourselves torn
between that which should be done and that,
which must be done. Technology allows instant
communication, and society demands it, yet it does
not promote good communication. Our daily toils,
demand more with less and our tasks tend to consume time which should be dedicated to the ones
we love. As the pommel, we must strive to affect
the balance of our daily life and take time to concentrate on the most important things and be prepared to strike away that which is not.
As the Grip of the sword with its intricate
bindings, allows for the firm, yet relaxed grip of the
sword which enables its precise use and prevents

it from slipping from the hand. So we must ensure
that we are firm in our duties and obligations, both
to the order and one another. By doing so, we will
ensure we do not fail in our assigned tasks and that
our words are not empty and hollow, but meaningful
ideas and concepts which will prevent us slipping
into obscurity. This in turn we will bring a united
strength to the Order and a sense of pride which
cannot be lost, but that will grow and nurture the
true meanings of who we are and what our Order
stands for.
By adjusting the weight of the pommel and
length of the hilt, in relation to the weight of the
blade, the sword achieves harmonic balance. So
we must balance our daily duties against the length
of day and place weight on the vital tasks to
achieve a balance and quality of life.
As the Guard protects the hand that yields
the sword, so must we stand united to guard each
other against injustice. We must protect the innocent and guard them from wrong. So too, we must
guard ourselves against vice, wrong action and
word.
The finest blade is made from many folds
and hardened by quenching, but left with enough
flexibility so as not to shatter from a forceful blow
and must never be allowed to tarnish or rust. So we
must also be strong in our beliefs of the fundamental principles of our order. We must be resolute in
our conviction, that, Truth is the foundation of every
virtue. That we, do not stand alone, but that we, are
as one of the many folds of steel, which when united in our order with our brothers, like the strongest
sword, is firm and unshaken. But we must also be
flexible with wise use of justice, mercy and forgiveness. Thus, united, we figuratively become the
blade of our sword, strong in conviction, yet yielding with compassion and mercy. Never failing to
remove the spot and stain of vice, which will render
the figurative blade weak and dull.
As the edge of the blade must be sharp to
cut and the point to penetrate, neither, ever dulled
from neglect. So too must our minds be ever sharpened by the search for understanding and meaning
of our Order and to constantly penetrate the darkness to reveal the light of knowledge and wisdom.
Our words and deeds must be of meaning and conviction, never dulled by complacency or devoid of
meaning.
For let us never fail to remember, that when
we act in the performance of our duties in word
and deed, no matter what they be, we do not represent simply ourselves, but every brother knight and
companion who has been, who is and who shall be.
So you see by this simple concept, you are your
sword and the sword is you.

134th Annual Assembly Preliminary Agenda
Friday, August 18th
7:00 am to 9:00 am
Breakfast Buffet (included with room rate)
Plaza 2
7:15 am to 8:15 am
GCT Breakfast
Horizons Upper Private
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Registration
Plaza Foyer
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Chancery Store
Plaza Foyer
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Historical Display
tba
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Preceptory Officers Seminar (all Sir Knights welcome) White Horn
10:00 am to 12:00 noon Preceptory Registrars’ Instruction
Pineridge
8:00 am to 12:00 noon Provincial Grand Prior’s Instruction
Garden Courts
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm KTCF AGM & Luncheon (separate ticket(s) required)
Horizons Upper Private
(or on your own)
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Grand Council Meeting
Garden Courts
4:30 pm to5:30 pm
SGP Officers & PGP’s Rehearsal
Plaza 3 - 5
5:00 to 8:00 pm
Supper on your own
800 pm to 10:00 pm
Meet & Greet Cocktail Reception
Plaza 2
Saturday, August 19th
7:00 am to 9:00 am
8:30 am to 10:30 am
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
8:40 am to Noon
12:00 Noon to 1:15 pm
1:15 pm to 4:30 pm
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
7:00 pm to 11:00 pm

Breakfast Buffet (included with room rate)
Registration
Chancery Store
134th Annual Assembly Sovereign Great Priory
Men’s Luncheon
Annual Assembly continues
Installation of Officers
Reception
Sovereign Great Priory Banquet

Plaza 2
Plaza Foyer
Plaza Foyer
Plaza 3 - 5
Plaza 2
Plaza 3 - 5
Plaza 3 - 5
Plaza Foyer
Plaza 3 - 5

Sunday, August 20th
8:00 am to 9:15 am
9:30 am to 10:45 am
9:30 am to 10:45 am

Divine Service and Wreath Laying Ceremony
Breakfast Buffet (included with room rate)
KCT Breakfast

Plaza 5
Plaza 3 - 4
Horizons Upper Private

Ladies Programme
Thursday, August 17th
GIC MEN’S & LADIES’ BUS TOUR of CALGARY
1:00 p.m. to 5:00
All welcome (separate ticket(s) required)
includes the new National Music Centre, China Town, COP, Olympic Oval, Stampede grounds.
Friday, August 18th
BREAKFAST: (included with room rate Plaza 2
HOSPITALITY ROOM: tba
KTCF Luncheon (separate ticket required) Horizons Upper Private
Shopping:
Supper on your own
MEET & GREET COCKTAIL RECEPTION Plaza 2
Saturday, August 19th
BREAKFAST: (included with room rate) Plaza 2
HOSPITALITY ROOM: tba
LADIES LUNCHEON Garden Court 1
LADIES PROGRAM: Presentation by Heritage Park, and
Chocolatier with a hands-on chocolate making event
HOSPITALITY HOUR: Plaza Foyer
SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY BANQUET: tba
Sunday, August 20th
Divine Service Plaza 5
BREAKFAST: (included with room rate) Plaza 3 - 4

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m..
12:00 a.m. to 3:30
6:00 p.m. to 6.50 p.m.
7.00 p.m. to Close
8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m
9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

The Sword
By R. EM. Kt. J.D. Wren
The sword holds a significant place in history, it
has made kings and destroyed kingdoms. They
have existed through the centuries in one form
or another. Whether used as a symbol of power,
an icon of wealth or as an impromptu religious symbol. And let us not forget that no
man could or can be made a knight without
one.Its good care was, in ancient times, a matter
of life and death, a solemn duty and obligation
of every knight. While modern society has
pressed forward, the sword has become a thing
of the past to most men. An ancient relic if you
will, of a forgotten time.
It is an object which at first glance, appears to
the uninitiated, to have a limited use in our
modern society. Yet, if we delve deeper into the
symbolism of the sword, we will discover a
greater understanding of not only ourselves but
also of the similarities between us and the
swords we carry.
From the Companion to the Templar, we carry
and yield them throughout our ceremonies and
duties. If you recall, the moment of our reception into masonry we were made acquainted
with the sword. Each one of us here was received at the point of a sword! We are informed as Companions, that the sword is emblematic of the three cardinal virtues. And as
we progress through the Orders, we are informed of its symbolic significance.
But if I may beg your indulgence, I would offer you this for your consideration.. We, as
Companions and Knights have more in common
with swords, than may at first be apparent. In
fact, I put to you, we are in a speculative way,
a mirror image of the swords we carry in the
performance of our rites and ceremonies. Like
us, the sword is composed of many parts, both
intricate and simple, it is functional yet elaborate in design and its symbolism significant.
The pommel of the sword is designed to effect
the centre of balance and if necessary to strike
an opponent. So too, must we strive for balance
in our day to day lives. In a world which is complex and demanding, we find ourselves torn between that which should be done and that,
which must be done. Technology allows instant
communication, and society demands it, yet it
does not promote good communication. Our
daily toils, demand more with less and our tasks
tend to consume time which should be dedicated
to the ones we love.. As the pommel, we must
strive to affect the balance of our daily life and

