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DISPATCHES FROM HEADQUARTERS
Special points of interest:
> Faith
> Sussex No. 9 150th Anniversary
> “What’s In A Word”
> Supreme Grand Master’s Itinerary
> “For Our Love of History”
Greetings Fraters and Sir Knights
Our 134th assembly is now history and it
was a huge success thanks in large measure to
the efforts of the host Committee Cyprus 33 under the Chairman R. Em. Kt. Don Gilles. Special
mention of course to our Grand Chancellor, R.
Em. Kt. David Walker, KCT and the Registration
Chairman, R. Em. Kt. George Fairbairn, It is not
an easy thing to organize and deliver on a first
class assembly, and not just two or three names
suffice to receive the accolades. Please accept
my personal thanks to each and every Sir Knight
and in many cases their ladies, including for the
hospitality suite (Terry and Peggy in particular).
The installation as your Supreme Grand Master
is both humbling and exciting. I approach this
biennium with trepidation and at the same time a
great deal of hopefulness that together we can
aid and assist the Fraternity as a whole and our
Order in particular.
My motto for the next two years is
“Rebuilding on our Foundations” and in that vein
I have suggested Five ‘F’s’ for Freemasonry.
These are: Faith, Fidelity, Family, Fellowship
and Fraternity. The order of these is significant
as they are progressive one to the other.
Prior to our initiation into Freemasonry
each man is asked three questions one of which,
and I would suggest the most important, was
“Do you believe in a Supreme Being?” The very
primary foundation of who we are as men, as
Masons, and as human beings is a belief that we
are not only conscious beings but have been
created by a Creator who has given us a purpose in Creation as caretakers.

This belief or faith cannot be measured,
analyzed, weighed, touched or scientifically
studied. It is a spiritual understanding which
goes beyond the rationalization of enlightenment. With all due deference to some highly noted atheists, the record of humanity’s experience
with the Divine, whether oral or written, has been
the cumulative account of the human drive to
find meaning in every aspect of life: who we are,
why we are here and, where we are heading. Up
till the middle of the 16th century the religious
leaders dictated what we were to understand as
to the nature of the universe. However, with the
invention of the printing press all this changed.
People began to question each and every aspect of what had been placed on them as law
and immutable. Enlightened folk sought greater
and greater scientific proof of and to all that had
been previously held as givens. Despite the various discoveries, inventions, theories, mechanizations and so forth, one thing still remained elusive: What is the meaning of Life? That can only
be answered in part by Faith: Faith not only in
the existence of a Supreme Being but that this
Supreme Being is in control and has a plan
which is unfolding as it should and that we live
on a need-to-know basis as to that will and design in the grand scheme of things.
Faith is that aspect which gives us the impetus to carry on, to search for clues and answers, to discover greater knowledge of the universe in which we live and of which we have
been given the task to care for and to nurture.
But what is Faith? In the Movie, “The
Santa Clause” Tim Allen plays Scott Calvin, a
toy salesman divorced with one son who on

Christmas Eve witnesses the demise of Santa
Claus and dons the suit. He becomes Santa
Claus: there is a legal clause on the business
card which states the person donning the suit
accepts the position of Santa Claus. He ends
up going with the sled and his son to the North
Pole where he sees a polar bear directing traffic. He says to Judy, the elf, “I see it but I do
not believe it.” Judy answers with the most profound of retorts, “Seeing is not believing; Believing is seeing!” Children seem to get it,
adults not so much. Yet it is what has been behind most inventions, discoveries and theoretical insights. Believing is seeing. And that is
Faith. If everyone were to have believed that
humans could never fly, the aeroplane would
never have existed. If we had accepted that
fire was a natural event which could not be
controlled we would never have experienced
flambés, crème brulee, or medium rare roast
beef.
Faith is the foundation of who we are,
what we do, and for what we aim to become.
But Faith cannot exist on its own. To become
meaningful Faith must have work: Faith without work is dead and work without Faith is
meaningless. Together, however, Faith gives
direction, has purpose, and results in newness
and tremendous achievements.
In our Masonic Foundation, Faith dictates that our Fraternity is the greatest organization to which men can belong. It takes good
men and makes them better. It is a beautiful
system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. With Faith these allegories
and symbols provide meaning for a richer life
and understanding of one’s relationship with
our Creator. As Christian Masons, that belief
imparts an understanding of Jesus Christ as
the one who opened to us the covenant of salvation and showed us a better way of living.
Faith also tells us that we can make the Fraternity more meaningful for all men. This involves
growth not just of our Christian Order but of the
entire Fraternity. But this Faith has to be put
into action. Work is needed to grow the Lodge,
the Chapter and every branch of the family.
This can only be accomplished by how we set
an example, how we deport ourselves to others and how we become more involved with
spreading the word of who we are and for what
we stand and affirm.

Faith is indeed the first foundation and on
that we build. We need to believe so that we can
see beyond the present obstacles and barriers.
My fellow knights, be active in your Lodges and
Chapters, become mentors to those around you
already in the Fraternity, and enablers to those
who might not otherwise join. Have Faith, imagine
what can be done and work toward that vision.
Speaking of visions, on another note, I
have been thinking that following our annual assemblies it would be nice to have a celebratory trip
of some sort. Next year our assemblies will be
earlier than the usual time as we will be bearing in
mind the triennual assembly of the Grand Encampment of the USA. They will be having their
sessions in Indianapolis and it might be very impressive to have a large contingent from the Sovereign Great Priory attend their session. As our
session ends on a Sunday and their Drill competitions begin only 4 days after the completion of our
assembly, it might be feasible to do a road trip
from Toronto to Indianapolis. With this in mind I
have asked Em. Kt. Kevin Fudge to look into the
possibility of setting this up. STAY TUNED!
Yours in the Bonds of the Order

David P. Hardie, GCT,
M.Em.Kt. Supreme Grand Master

SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY of CANADA
135th ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2018
Friday August 10th – Sunday the 12th
Hilton Toronto Airport Hotel & Suites
5875 Airport Road
Mississauga, Ontario
General Chairman
R.Em.Kt. Howad Adams
Registration Chairman
Sir Kt. Jerry W. Kopp
28 Havenwood Crescent SW, Calgary AB T2V 3C5
403-630-9973
jwkopp@shaw.ca

150th Anniversay Celebration 1867—2017

SUSSEX PRECEPTORY No. 9
Lennoxville, Québec—September 9th 2017

Front (L – R) Marius Kiki (63), Marc David (9), François Larue (9), Jacques Montreuil (63), Geoffrey Mecham (9),
Frank Romanelli (63), Bruce Durrant (9), Wilfrid) Laflamme (9), Nicaise Dovonou (63)
Middle (L-R) Paticke Thévénard (7), Xavier) Guillaud (9), Bob Farnam (9), Allen Marshall (9), Randolphe Segla (63)
Back (L-R) Benoit Bénéteau (63), Eric Shaw (13), Normand Lavoie (63), David Walker (12), SGM David P Hardie, GCT
Dominique Lefebvre (9), Mario Duquette (63), André Baillargeon (9), Weslaw Chiniborch (7) Paticke Thévénard (25)
year (2017) Sussex became 150 years old. However, due
to several other Masonic bodies in that Province celebrating 150 year anniversaries it was decided to hold their
celebrations in September to allow as many members of
the Order to attend. Consequently on September 9th Sussex Preceptory held a special assembly in Lennoxville to
mark their auspicious anniversary.
I had the honour and pleasure to have been
there, to dedicate their badges of honour and to officiate
at a rededication ceremony for the Sir Knights of Sussex.
Of great delight was the fact that at this assembly every
Preceptory of District 5 was represented; something of
which the Provincial Grand Prior, R. Em. Kt. Geoffrey
Mecham, waxed long and profusely.

M.Em.Kt. David P. Hardie, GCT, Supreme Grand Master and
Em.Kt. Dominique Lefebvre , Presiding Preceptor with 150 Year
Mantle Patch to be worn by the Knights of Sussex Preceptory 9
TRAVEL TALES
It is not often that our Preceptories have special
events. In fact, in this biennium there is only one special
celebration of which I am aware. That is the 150th anniversary of Sussex Preceptory No.9 in Lennoxville Québec. In
May of this

The Grand Chancellor, R. Em. Kt. David G. Walker, KCT, the Grand Recorder of the Grand Imperial Conclave M. Ill.. Kt. Comp. Eric Shaw, GCC, and I had taken
the opportunity of this occasion to spend a day at the
Chateau Vaudreuil to meet with the staff in preparation
for the 2019 assembly. Having met with Benito and his
staff we were able to travel to Sherbrooke and be there
for the prime reason of our travels. It was a marvelous
occasion and the meal served following the celebrations
was extraordinary. Our sincere congratulations go to the
Presiding Preceptor, Em. Kt. Dominique Lefebvre and his
officers and members for a most enjoyable and memorable day.

WHAT’s IN A WORD?
When, early in 2017, I was asked if I would be willing to join the Sovereign Great Priory’s Ritual Committee, which was working on the Ceremony of Installation of Officers of a Constituent Preceptory, I immediately responded positively. I had previously given some thought to a few changes that I felt would make
some improvements in the Ceremony.
In the Board of Preceptors, that is part of that ceremony, the Chaplain reads, as in numerous other
places in our ritual, a passage of Scripture. In that passage the words “and their eyes were opened and they
knew him,” occur. But there had been no previous reference to any reason why they would not know him. I
suggested that a little earlier in the passage, where several verses of the original had been omitted, one
verse should be restored, “but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.” I must admit that in the past,
whenever I had done that particular piece of work, I had put in the missing verse. No one had ever challenged me on that, possibly because only the prompter had actually had the text before him, and very few
Eminent Knights would have needed to memorize it. But I felt that the passage should be complete and
make sense, even if few of the hearers have noticed the omission. The other members of the Committee
accepted my suggestion, and those who have access to the new version of the booklet may perhaps have
noticed it.
They may also have noticed another suggestion that I made. In the restored verse the wording in the
previous version of this Ceremony is from the King James Version of the Bible, “their eyes were holden, that
they should not know him.” But this expression is not immediately understood by people of the twenty-first
century. Most Churches have moved away from the King James Version – note, not the “Saint James Version”, but “King James, after the monarch who was on the throne when it was first published in 1611. Many
of us admire the poetical nature of the language in that version – not without good reason, after all, William
Shakespeare was still alive at that time. But the language has changed during the past 400 years, as many
a student of the Shakespearean literature has discovered. However, there are modern versions of the Bible
that succeed in bringing the language up to date while still retaining much of its poetical quality. Our revised
ritual for the Installation of Officers now uses the New Revised Standard Version at this point. Poetical beauty is valuable indeed, but understanding what we read and hear is, I suggest, of greater value.
By R. Em. Kt. Ian D. Nichols, Past Grand Chaplain
Chairman of the Christian Education Committee

You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter, Council or Preceptory until you are elected by the members as an officer. Now you have become the servant of the members and must strive to bring honour
to your office and to yourself.
Supreme Grand Master’s Official Visits
To December 31st 2017
Tuesday, October 3rd
Thursday, October 5th
Tuesday, October 10th
Tuesday, October 17th
Thursday, October 19th
Tuesday, October 24
Thursday, October 26th
Monday, November 6th
Thursday, November 23rd
Wednesday, December 13th
Thursday, December 14th

Hugh de Payens Kingston ON
Offanto 40 Owen Sound ON
St. Georges No. 52 Picton ON
Cyrene-Emmanuel 29 Brampton ON
Mount Zion 73 Kentville NS
Crossroads 80 Gander NL
Beothic 71 St. John’s NL
Harington 14 North Bay ON
Mavar 65 Sudbury ON
Banquet 6:00 pm
Moore 13 Peterborough ON
King Baldwin 6 Belleville ON
Christmas Observance

Knight Commander of the Temple Breakfast
Coast Plaza Hotel
August 20th, Calgary

FOR OUR LOVE OF HISTORY
Sir Knights, please allow me to tell you a short story. I know that many of you have similar stories to
tell but this is a rather interesting one, in that it speaks to a small part of the history of the Knights Templar in
Canada. Of course, I believe that stories similar to this must be recorded and celebrated if our Order is to
survive and thrive.
This particular story is about a young boy with a great-uncle by the name of Frederick George (F.G.)
Mann, who was born in 1890 in Norfolk, England. As chance would have it, F.G. became the surrogate
grandfather to this young boy when F.G.’s younger brother, Raymond Harry Mann, died suddenly in 1955.
Frederick George was the oldest son of Frederick Arthur Mann, a self-made Victorian businessman
from Norwich, Norfolk, England, who started a boot manufacturing company in the early 1880’s. F. G.’s father was obviously a very wise man, a high-ranking York Rite Mason himself, who foresaw the First World
War and the effect that it would have on England and the rest of the world. Realizing that England itself would
experience a labour revolution after the war, he sent his oldest son off to Canada to establish a boot and
shoe factory in Peterborough, Ontario. It was here that F.G. would anxiously await the arrival of his four
brothers, Raymond, Frank, Lionel and Cedric, who all found themselves fighting for England in the trenches
of France and Belgium.
To make a long story short, the four brothers miraculously survived the war and Raymond and Frank
moved to Canada to join their older brother, while the other two brothers stayed in England to help their father. As it turns out, F.G. and his brothers went on to enjoy a lifetime of Canadian Freemasonry themselves.
In F.G.’s case, it culminated with his election as Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of
Canada from 1952 to 1954. Coming full circle, his surrogate grandson has now been afforded the honor and
privilege of being elected as Deputy Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory – Knights Templar
of Canada.
The funny thing is that I had no clue whatsoever that my great-uncle was even a Mason until about 25
years ago, when I came across a picture of him in his Knights Templar regalia. It was at that very point in
time that waves of fond memories of my time with my great-uncle came back to me and I vowed to follow in
his Masonic footsteps. As it was, it was only later on, thanks to R.Em.Kt. E. David Warren, KCT, that I
learned that F.G. not only composed the official ritual music for the Sovereign Great Priory but published and
recorded it as well.
This may explain why something has tugged at my sleeve throughout my adult life. Having a successful career sometimes is not enough to quell a constant thirst for knowledge. Following this hidden urge, I was
humbled to be initiated into Oakville Lodge No. 400 in 1995. From there, I’ve had the immense honour of
steadily moving up through the branches of both York Rite and Scottish Rite Masonry, constantly searching
for that ever-increasing enlightenment. Not surprisingly, because of my family background, I was and still am
most curious about the Order of the Knights Templar and their history.
Who would have guessed 25 years ago that it was something instilled in me as a child by my greatuncle, which would lead to me writing three highly-successful books, including The Knights Templar in the
New World, The Templar Meridians, and Templar Sanctuaries of North America (www.InnerTraditions.com).
Rather surprisingly, these three books have been translated into four different languages: Portuguese, Russian, Italian and Croatian. In addition, I’ve also appeared on a number of TV documentaries highlighting the
“hidden history” behind the pre-Columbian exploration of North America and have, most recently, appeared
on the hit History Channel series: AMERICA UNEARTHED.
Sir Knights, our Supreme Grand Master, M.Em.Kt. David P. Hardie, GCT, has shared his vision of
Faith with regard to the Sovereign Great Priory and our entire Masonic Fraternity not only surviving but thriving. In support of this vision, I believe it is our collective duty to share Sovereign Great Priory’s rich and
unique history with other Masons and non-Masons alike. It would certainly be a shame if our Order’s history,
intertwined with the very foundations of Canada itself, were lost forever. To this end, I’ve made a personal
commitment to our newly appointed Grand Historian/Grand Archivist, R. Em. Kt. Charlie Rutt, KCT, to continue to assist him in fulfilling the objective of finding an appropriate home for the Order’s memorabilia, regalia
and archival history.
Only through a celebration of our past will our future be strong!
Yours in the Bonds of our Order,
R.Em.Kt. William F. Mann, KCT, Deputy Grand Master

OFFICERS of SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY 2017 – 2018
M.Em.Kt. David P. Hardie, GCT (12) ………….…..……………….…… SUPREME GRAND MASTER
R.Em.Kt. Willam F. Mann, KCT (3) …………………..……………….…… DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
PROVINCIAL GRAND PRIORS
R.Em.Kt. John Keith Howden (4) ………………………………………………...….. LONDON DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Michael Joseph Kingsley (3) …………………………………………………….... HAMILTON DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Keith Douglas Robertson (12) …………………………………………………….... TORONTO DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Michael John Moor (32) ………………………………………………. KINGSTON / OTTAWA DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Geoffrey W. Mecham (9) ……………………………………………………………….. QUEBEC DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Michael Charles Krüger (43) …….………… NOVA SCOTIA / PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Richard W. Golding (36) ………….…………....………………………….. NEW BRUNSWICK DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Robert Willett (23) ………………………….….. MANITOBA / NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Timothy Cooper Yates (69) ……….……………...…………………………. PACIFIC COAST DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Brian A Stringer (45) ……………….…………………………...………………….. KOOTENAY DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Reijo Luoma (65) …………………….……………………………………………….… ALGOMA DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Peter David Devlin (54) …………….….……………...……………………………… ALBERTA DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Donald A. Finan (55) ……………….…….………………………………… SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Russell W. Hess (59) ………………...………….……….. NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRICT
R.Em.Kt. Ian A. Murray (71) …………………….…………………. NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOUR DISTRICT

R.Em.Kt. David G. Walker, KCT (12) ……….……….……………………..……… GRAND CHANCELLOR
R.Em.Kt. George Fairbairn (3) .. ………………………………….……………..…… GRAND TREASURER
R.Em.Kt. Alan W. Akehurst (72) …..…………………..……….......….………………. GRAND CHAPLAIN
R.Em.Kt. Howard F. Adams (29) ………..…….…......………… ELECTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 2 years )
R.Em.Kt. Douglas J. Morton (35) ………..…….…...……..…… ELECTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 2 years )
R.Em.Kt. Andre O. Boivin (32) ………..…….….......…………… ELECTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 1 year )
R.Em.Kt. Normand Lavoie (6) ………..…….…...……..………… ELECTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 1 year )
R.Em.Kt. Ivan A. F. Hall …….………………………………….………………..…..… GRAND CONSTABLE
R.Em.Kt. . Anthony J. D’Eramo (30) .……………………………..…….……………… GRAND MARSHAL
APPOINTED OFFICERS
R.Em.Kt. Willard Dionne, KCT (32) ………….……..………... APPOINTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 1 year )
R.Em.Kt. John L. Bradley (55) …………...…….…...…...……. APPOINTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 1 year )
V.Em.Kt. Kenneth M. Overy (69) ……………….……..………. APPOINTED GRAND COUNCIL ( 1 year )
V.Em.Kt. Richard B. Allgood (2) …………………..…………….……….…. GRAND VICE CHANCELLOR
V.Em.Kt. H. Daniel Knox (40) ………..………….….……….……….…..……….. GRAND SUB-MARSHAL
R.Em.Kt. Charles E. E. Rutt, KCT (5) ………….…….….……………. GRAND HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST
R.Em.Kt. Gary P. Humes (3) …………….......…….…………...…. GRAND DIRECTOR of CEREMONIES
V.Em.Kt. Colin C. Campbell (51) ………..……….…..……………….……..………….. GRAND ALMONER
V.Em.Kt. Christopher Onofreychuk (23) ……….,,..………..…..…… GRAND CAPTAIN of the GUARD
V.Em.Kt. Ramonito Manguino (29) …………..……………..…….…. GRAND 1ST STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. F. Graham Pelley (3A) …...…..……....…….………………. GRAND 2ND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. John A. Slessor (12) …….….…………..….…..…..… GRAND MASTER’S BANNER BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Keith C. Tyler (26) …………..………..… LONDON DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. John F. C. Newton (8) ………...……….HAMILTON DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Dana L. Thomas (15) …………….…..…TORONTO DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Jacques Montreuil (63) ……………...….QUEBEC DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. John W. Dillon (43) ………. NOVA SCOTIA / PEI DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Dennis S. Henney (24) MANITOBA/NW ONTARIO DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. James Boyuk (14) ……….……..……..…ALGOMA DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. William A. F. MacKay (51) ……SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Arthur Richard Dawson (48) ... NORTHERN BC DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Cluney W. G. Vincent (80) …. NEWFOUNDLAND DISTRICT GRAND STANDARD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Lachlan F. Hamilton (12) …….……....………..………..…………… GRAND SWORD BEARER
V.Em.Kt. Marvyn Rogers (48) ……………………..……...................……………….. GRAND ORGANIST
V.Em.Kt. Andrew Dobbie (26) ……………..………………..……..……....….…… GRAND PURSUIVANT
V.Em.Kt. George Mikhael (26) ………..……..……..……………………..……………….. GRAND GUARD
R.Em.Kt. Edward W. Elcombe, KCT (2) …………….…………..….. GRAND CHANCELLOR EMERITUS

