Sovereign Great Priory of Canada Knights Templar

January 2020 Volume 5

DISPATCHES FROM HEADQUARTERS
Special points of interest:
> Supreme Grand Master
> Field Days
>

Traveling Beauseant

>

From the Chancery

> SGM Spring Itinerary
Greetings Fraters and Sir Knights
First and foremost, it is my sincere hope
and prayer that each and every one of you,
along with your families and loved ones, enjoyed
a safe and healthy Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year’s; and, that good fortune will follow
you throughout 2020.
During each and every one of my official
visits over the past four months, I have made it
an over-riding theme that I do not consider the
personal recognition conveyed by the gracious
knights to be a reflection upon me as an individual but as more of a reflection on the Order itself. Indeed, it is also my most sincere hope and
prayer that I represent each and every one of
you during all of my duties in the most dignified
and respectable manner possible, wherever I
go.
I may be a little partial but of all of the various Scottish or York Rite Masonic Orders and
Bodies of which I am a member, my favourite is
Knights Templar. In part it is because our Order
can clearly demonstrate a strong spiritual connection and descent, if not a direct physical descent, from the original Poor Knights of the Temple of Solomon. Not surprisingly, like the medieval Knights Templar, it is the chivalric manner
with which we treat one another that is most demonstrable and evident to those around us.
In as much, I am more than pleased to be
able to convey to you, as your Supreme Grand
Master, that my first semester of office (Sept. to
Dec. 2019) has been extremely enjoyable and
immensely rewarding. As I have already indicated, the fraternal recognition and acknowledgement, which I have received during my official

visits, is a testimony to the high character and
righteousness of all Sir Knights. It is truly a tribute not to me but to Sovereign Great Priory that
we have so many members of such an upstanding quality. This alone bodes well for the future
of our fraternal organization, which falls within
the tenets of Christian Masonry.
As I make my way across this great land
of ours, I am always struck by the diversity and
difference in the landscape and its unique character. Canada is certainly a far-ranging and majestic country. Luckily, there is one thing that I
can confirm as not changing. Again, it is the
quality of men who have chosen to become
Knights of the Order of the Temple. I have also
observed that the most-recent candidates who
have expressed the wish to become members of
our Order are, to a man, diligent, solemn,
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curious knowledgeable and, above all else, willing and able to step into the officer ranks of their
chosen preceptory.
As such, I sincerely believe that our Order
is enjoying a renewal of sorts, perhaps not in
numbers but through the strength of quality individuals. Of course I would only be fooling myself
if I thought that we could ever experience a renewal in the Order to the numbers that we witnessed some twenty or thirty years ago; but, if
we were able to consolidate our Order’s future
through a core of highly-qualified and dedicated

knights, then that would be good enough for me.
Interestingly, it appears that the field days
put on by the different districts, where various
participating preceptories conduct various parts
of one or more of the orders, are far more successful than some individual preceptory assemblies. I don’t know if it is a question of numbers
or available candidates but the district field days
lend themselves to a higher level of fraternal
greetings and camaraderie, as well as demonstrating a similar energy and common goal. I
would therefore encourage all districts to consid-
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er at least once a year field day of a nature that I
just described.
From London District #3 to New Brunswick District #7, I was greeted with a fraternal friendship
and welcoming, which was both heartwarming
and truly moving. One especially touching evening was when Cyrene Emmanuel Preceptory
#15, which is located in Brampton, Ontario, formally received its newly re-framed “Travelling
Beauseant.” This was certainly a very special
evening for all of those knights who were involved. The Sir Knights of Cyrene Emmanuel
should be very proud of the time and effort spent
in framing/boxing such a unique symbol of Sovereign Great Priory’s past glory.
As part of the evening’s programme, I
presented the following short dissertation on the
history of this very special banner:
*******
On March 21, 1921, Cyrene Preceptory
#29’s Presiding Preceptor, Em. Kt. W. Becker,
presided over an emergent meeting of the preceptory, with the purpose of dedicating and consecrating a banner, to be known as the Travelling Beauseant. Tonight, Cyrene Emmanuel Preceptory #15 receives the banner in all of its
splendid glory.
The then-Supreme Grand Master, Most
Eminent Knight Abraham Shaw, GCT, conduct-

ed the ceremony and it is my pleasure, as your
current Supreme Grand Master, to be present
with a number of Grand Council officers to receive the banner, newly-framed and presented.
The honoured purpose of the original endeavour was to send a replica of the original
Beauseant of the Ancient Knights Templar upon
a pilgrimage that would take it to every jurisdiction in the civilised world, for the stated purpose
of cementing “more firmly a knightly feeling between the Sir Knights of the various Grand Jurisdictions.”
A week later, on the 28th of March, 1921,
members of Cyrene Preceptory #29, accompanied by the Supreme Grand Master and Past
Supreme Grand Master, arrived in the city of
Buffalo, New York, to begin its mission of travelling around the world. It was here that they were
met by the members of Hugh de Payens Commandery with a drum corps, the Grand Commander of New York, as well as the Grand Commander of New Jersey, and delegations from
nearly every Commandery in the western portion
of New York State, and other representatives
from many Grand Jurisdictions of the United
States, the Philippines and the Panama Canal
Zone. Amazingly, this was the first stop on a
journey that was eventually to total almost
20,000 miles.
An album accompanied the Travelling
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Beauseant, recording the journey that the
Beauseant took from 1921 until 1940, when the
journey was cut short by the beginning of World
War II. The album contains beautiful artwork and
calligraphy, highlighting the various stopovers as
it made its way across North America.
From New York, to Pennsylvania, to
Ohio, the Beauseant travelled, mostly by train,
accompanied by a good number of American
and Canadian Sir Knights.
Interestingly, on one such occasion, on
February 10, 1923, the Travelling Beauseant accompanied the then-President of the United
States, Warren G. Harding, who was running for
a second term as President, to Marion Commandery No. 36, Ohio, the very Commandery of
the President of the United States.
From then on, the banner become a symbol of fraternal understanding and accompanied
the President on his many whistle-stops across
North America, culminating in the President’s
arrival in Los Angeles and his presentation of
the Beauseant to the Hollywood Commandery.
Unfortunately, the President fell ill on July 20,
1923, and was unable to attend the planned August 2nd address and presentation of the banner
at the Hollywood Bowl. In his stead, his principal
secretary, George Christian, also a Knight Templar, made the presentation and delivered the
address that the President had written. Shortly
thereafter, it would be announced that the President had died that very same evening.
From this time forward, until its safe re-

turn to its home preceptory in 1940 because of
the outbreak of war, the Travelling Beauseant
took on an elevated state of reverence, as it truly
became a symbol of Christian glory and spirit,
reflective of the original Knights Templar.
*******
Finally, along with my observations with
respect to the positive condition of the Order and
the success of my official visits, I would be
amiss if I did not express a small level of disappointment in that most preceptories have not attempted, as yet, to add any form of ritual music
to their assembly. either during the opening or
closing of the preceptory or during the conducting of the orders. May I take this opportunity to
remind all preceptories that they were provided
through the Grand Chancellery with USB sticks
containing a full programme of ritual music with
choir accompaniment. When used properly, I
find that the music enriches and enhances the
solemnity and reverence of the various Orders
and the general atmosphere of the ritual; to the
point where I’ve received a number of positive
comments, specifically from individual candidates, when properly utilized.
I have also been disappointed at times to
witness the work being read from the book of
work. I know with certainty that individual knights
are more than capable of presenting the required work by memory. Hopefully, all Sir
Knights will endeavour to learn the work of the
evening, as the delivery of the Orders is far better received when presented by memory. Please
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also take the time to think about the words that
you deliver. There are so many rich layers of
lesson contained within the passages, from history to moral allegory. We indeed are privileged
to be exposed to such rich and historical ritual.

awarding of the distinction of Knight Commander of
the Temple is a great honour and caries with it responsibilities to the Order as a Life Member of the
Grand Council of Sovereign Great Priory. The Statutes allow for no more than 36 across all of Canada.
Six Districts: Toronto, New Brunswick, Pacific Coast,
Algoma, Alberta and Northern British Columbia currently have vacancies.

Yours in the Bonds of the Order

GCT,
Supreme Grand Master

You are a volunteer in your Lodge, Chapter, Council or Preceptory until you are elected
by the members to be an officer. Now you have
become the servant of the members and must
strive diligently to bring honour to your office
and to yourself.

The “Order of Merit” is an honour which may be granted to a Sir
Knight who will not have a chance of
becoming a Preceptor, but who has
fully earned the esteem of the brother
knights for good work conscientiously
and well done. Appendix “B” of the
Statutes defines the process for a
Preceptory making a nomination,
which must be submitted by the 15th
of May to the Awards Committee
through the Grand Chancellor. The
Order of Merit is distinguished by beautiful neck collar and Jewel. Currently, there are only four living
holders of the Order of Merit in Canada.
2019 USB Contents

From the Chancery of Great Priory
Coming Events
February 29th 2020 is the last date for filing a

Notice of Motion to amend the Statutes. May 1st the
Grand Executive will meet in Calgary, Alberta. Saturday, May 2nd the Officers of Sovereign Great Priory
will Consecrate the Templar Chapel of Cyprus Preceptory No. 33 in their new quarters in the Bowmont
Masonic Hall, 7704 39th Avenue, NW, Calgary, Alberta. May 15th last date for filing nominations for Honours.
Websites
Sovereign Great Priory now operates two websites. You are no doubt familiar with our original
www.knightstemplar.ca We now have a “Digital Library and Archives” containing a wealth of information
for the interested https://knightstemplarlibrary.com We
invite you to check it out.
Nominations for Honours
With the passing of the old year, we are now
entering the season of nominations for Honours. Several Districts have been notified that a vacancy has
been declared for a Knight Commander of the Temple
nomination from their respective Districts. The process for such is overseen by the Provincial Grand Prior and takes place at a District Meeting in accordance
with Statutes Appendix “A” Article A2.3. The Nomination is then sent to the Grand Chancellor, Secretary of
the College of Honours for their consideration. The

Each year, when the “Annual Return Confirmation” for Preceptory Annual Returns is sent to the
Preceptory Registrars, it is accompanied by a USB
Memory Stick.
This year, it contains the following:
2019 Proceedings and for the years 2015 to 2018;
KT Tool Kit Directory:
Quarter Master’s Guidelines revised 2019:
Price List 2020;
Registrar’s Handbook;
Applications for Orders;
Directory of Knight Templar Music for all Orders;
Preceptory Music Index;
“I Present the Flag” Master and Other Music
You may obtain a copy of any of these files from your
Registrar.
Knight Templar Equipment

Most of the Furnishings and Regalia in use by
our Preceptories have been in use for many years. A
few of these items have become no longer useable
or lost for one reason or another. Some Preceptories
have multiple items as a result of “Amalgamations”
or by coming into the possession of the properties of
a “Closed Preceptory”. It would be very profitable to
our Christian Order if the haves could share with the
have nots. We are in possession of beautiful ritual,

the presentation of these is significantly enhanced by the
use of our furnishings, costumes and regalia.
As Grand Chancellor, I suggest that the Chancery
can coordinate the sharing of these items. To that end, I
would request that every Preceptory prepare an inventory
of their “Furnishings and Regalia” noting duplicate items
and forwarding a copy to the Chancery. As requests for
replacement items are made known to the Chancery, the
Grand Chancellor can put the “have not” Preceptory in
contact with a “have” Preceptory so that a suitable arrangement can be made.
The Chancery is already in possession of such
“Inventories” from St. Stephen Preceptory No. 15A, NB
(closed) Mount Carmel Preceptory No. 44, MB and
Beausejour Preceptory No. 57, NS (closed). As a result, a
successful transfer of a “Persian Banner” was negotiated
between the Registrars of Mount Carmel No. 44 and Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4 ON. If every Preceptory were
thoughtful enough, like Mount Carmel, to file an inventory
with the Chancery of the Order it would enable this sharing process whereby all Preceptories could have the best
equipment available to portray the lessons of our beautiful
orders to our new members (the future of our Christian
Order.) Currently the Chancery has requests for Malta
East & West Table Cloths; Chaplain’s Cap or Beret and a
Split Skull for libations.
Grand Chancellor
Most Eminent Knight

David G. Walker
Grand Cross of the
Temple
and Lady Susan

SGM Itinerary Spring 2020
February 13th Richard Coeur de Lion #4
Official Visit London
February 22nd Malta Preceptory #27
Nova Scotia/PEI District Official Visit (Field Day)
New Glasgow
February 24th Gondemar Preceptory #16
Official Visit Brockville
March 26th
Official Visit

Odo de St. Amand #17
Oakland

April 9 -13th
Grand Encampment KT USA
Easter Sunrise Ceremony Kansas City, Missouri
April 18th
Ottawa Preceptory
Ottawa
Kingston/Ottawa Official Visit (Field Day)
April 19th
Scottish Rite Building Hamilton
Book Launch - The Last Refuge of the Knights Templar
April 24-25th Grand Chapter RAM of Canada
162nd Annual Convocation
St. Catharines
May 1 - May 7th Cyprus Preceptory #33
Consecreation of Templar Chapel
Calgary
Edmonton Preceptory #45
Official Visit Edmonton
May 8 & 9th
Moore Sovereign Consistory
Spring Assembly Hamilton Scottish Rite
May 22-23rd Grand Council R&SM Ontario
120th Annual Assembly
St. Catharines
May 30th
Hugh De Payens #1
Field Day - Novice and Installation

SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY of CANADA
137th ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2020
Friday August 21st – Sunday the 23rd
Hilton Toronto Airport Hotel
5875 Airport Road
Mississauga, Ontario
General Chairman
V.Em.Kt. Brian Kiernan
Registration Chairman
R.Em.Kt. Howard Adams

June 5th
Official Visit

Kingston

Mount Calvary #12
Barrie

May 20th
150th

Mount. Calvary #12
and Moore #13
Anniversary Reception & Dinner Markham

July 15th
Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
165th Annual Communication Toronto

The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
of the

United Religious and Military Orders
of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta
and of the Temple
Office of the Grand Chancellor
SUPPLIES THAT CAN BE PURCHASED THROUGH THE CHANCERY
STATUTES 2019
RITUALS 2014
White Marble Cubes
CEREMONIES (French)
INSTALLATION of OFFICERS
PROTOCOLS
CHRISTMAS, EASTER & ASCENSION DAY MEMORIALS
KNIGHT TEMPLAR ADVANCEMENT
DUES RECEIPTS (Book of 25)
DEMIT CERTIFICATES (Book of 20)
RING OF PROFESSION (10 carat gold, order by ring size) (approx. $725)
KT LAPEL PINS
25 YEAR KT LAPEL PINS
KT Member’s Jewel
KT Ties
KT Mantle Collar Clips
KT SWORDS
SWORD SHOULDER SLINGS
SWORD BELT SLINGS
SWORD CASE LEATHER
SWORD CASE VINYL
KT BLAZER CREST
MAGNETIC POCKET HOLDER for Kt Blazer Crest
KT SHIRT white short sleeve pilot shirt with
15 to 17½
embroidered KT emblem (order by neck size)
18 to 20+
SGP EPAULETTS
R, V, Em, or Sir Kt.

$10.00
$ 8.00
$ 5.00
$ 7.50
$ 6.00
$ 3.00
$ 3.00
$ 0.25
$ 5.00
$10.00
$ POA
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$30.00
$25.00
$25.00
$75.00
$45.00
$35.00
$100.00
$50.00
$15.00
$10.00
$50.00
$55.00
$25.00

Please Note: All items may be ordered by Registrar only. The invoice will be charged to the
Preceptory. (Shipping is charged extra) Minute Books, Attendance Registers, Roll Books and Regalia are not available from the Chancery and should be purchased locally.
September 15, 2019

