
250 SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA 

MASONIC CALENDAR 

ANCIENT CRAFT MASONS-COMMENCE THEIR ERA WITH THE CREATION OF 

THE WORLD CALLING IT ANNO LUCIS A.L.), "IN THE YEAR OF LIGHT. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS-DATE FROM THE YEAR THE SECOND TEMPLE WAS 

COMMENCED BY ZERUBBABEL. ANNO INVENTION IS, ( A. INV.), "IN THE 
YEAR OF DISCOVERY." 

ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS-DATE FROM THE YEAR IN WHICH THE 

TEMPLE OF SOLOMON WAS COMPLETED, ANNO DEPOSITION IS (A. DEP.), 
"IN THE YEAR OF THE DEPOSIT." 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR---COMMENCE THEIR ERA WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF 

THEIR ORDER, ANNO ORDINIS ( A. O.), "IN THE YEAR OF THE ORDER." 

SCOTTISH RITE-SAME AS ANCIENT CRAFT. EXCEPT THE JEWISH CHRONOLOGY 
IS USED ANNO MUNDI (A.M.), "IN THE YEAR OF THE WORLD." 

RULES FOR MASONIC DATES 
ANCIENT CRAFT MASONS-> 

ADD 4000 YEARS TO THE COMMON ERA. THUS: 1834 AND 4000-=A.L. 5934, 

ROYAL ARCH- 

ADD 530 YEARS TO THE VULGAR ERA. THUS:1934 AND 530:A.l.. 2464, 

ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS- 

ADOD 1000 TO THE COMMON TIME. THUS: 1934 AND 1OOO=A. DEP. 2934. 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

FROM THE CHRISTIAN ERA TAKE 1118. 
THUS: 1118 FROM 1934±A.0. 816. 

Review of Templar Proceedings 
BY 

V. E. KNIGHT R. V. HARRIS, K. C. 

SCOTTISH RITE- 

ADD 3760 TO THE COMMON ERA. THUS: 1934 AND 3760==A.M, 5694, 
AFTER SEPTEMBER ADD ANOTHER YEAR. 

FOR THE YEAR 1935 
GOOD FRIDAY _ 

EASTER SUNDAY 

ASCENSION DAY ~---------~ 

APRIL 19 
APRIL 21 

MAY 30 

To Sovereign Great Priory, Knights Templar in Can 
ada. 

This report will not appear to be anything above the 
average. The writer's pen is not an eloquent or incisive 
one; pressure of many duties, including those of Grand 
Master of his jurisdiction, has interferred with the thor 
ough and systematic reading of reports of other jurisdic 
tions. Other limitations have been put upon the task as 
signed to the Committee. 

Space has been cut to the minimum which will account 
for rather condensed digests of quite a number of jurisdic 
tions worthy of more generous notice. There are some 
mighty good thoughts in the addresses of many Grand 
Commanders, but economy is the order of the day, but 
this introduction will have to cover a multitude of omis 
sions. 

All Grand Commanders refer in feeling term's to the 
loss sustained by the deaths of Past Grand Masters Perry 
Winslow Weidner and Harry Clay Walker. Both seem to 
have endeared themselves in a distinctively personal way. 
The former was installed G. M. of the General Grand En 
campment in 1931, and died in August 1932. He was suc 
ceeded by the latter who served but forty seven days. Both 
were active in other branches of Masonry. The Grand Com 
mander of New York in referring to Perry W. Weidner 
speaks of his personality and the graciousness and dignity 
of his bearing. "A man who brought sunshine into the life 
of everyone privileged to be associated with him. 

Sir Knight Walker was endowed with many admirable 
and attractive qualities, clear vision, a logical mind and a 
steadiness of purpose; sympathetic, wise and resourceful in 
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his counsel and leadership, a man of high ideals, serious en 
deavor, untiring devotion and honest achievement. 

Educational Loan Funds are operated in all jurisdictions 
in the United States, but most of them seem to be having 
difficulties in collecting from borrowers, and heavy arrears 
have accumulated in several jurisdictions. As a conse 
quence regulations have had to be tightened up. 

Loss in membership by withdrawal and suspension with 
very few additions by reinstatement and degrees feature 
all reports. 

Economic conditions are blamed for the serious financial 
position disclosed by reports of Grand Commanders and 
Grand Recorders. In some instances losses in membership 
have been alarming but all express optimism that the crisis 
is passing. 

District meetings have been instituted in New York 
State at central points, enabling the Grand Commander to 
meet representatives from nearly every Commander y and to 
present his views for their consideration. The programs in 
cluded opening in full form by the officers and platoon of 
the host commandery; the reception of the Grand Com 
mander with inspection and review; and an address by the 
Grand Commander. These District meetings seem to have 
had a most beneficial effect, both in New Yark and other 
jurisdictions. 

Some reviewers write Reviews which are outstanding in 
their content, and many of them cover the matters to which 
we have just referred. Lack of space permits reference to 
but one or two. 

Sir Knight J. Edward Allen, North Carolina, always 
writes an interesting and comprehensive Foreword or In 
troduction. 

Referring to present conditions, he says : 

"We do not believe this is a case in which discourage 
ment is warranted. Rather does Masonry seem to look 
upon the present conditions as being a distinct challenge to 

the best that is in us-a call to arms, so to speak. We have 
the notion that the Order of the Temple has never done its 
full best as an Order-that it has just jogged along, taking 
things more or less as they came and without much of a 
hallenge. We recognize that high pressure is, when 
~easured by results over a long period of time, a thing to 
be avoided. But we realize also that when an individual or 
a group or an organization has . nothing to challenge the 
best and to elicit the best, there is much tendency to side 
track the energies of individuals into something else. This 
is the case with the Order of the Temple." 

He follows this with an analysis of the effect of general 
economic conditions on membership: 
'Frankly, we are not ashamed of our losses when they 

are taken in the aggregate. We see no reason for hiding 
them, considering them as something tabu in Masonic con 

t. li'ke1 ·tch or criminality Of course there are cer versa 1011, · 
· 'fie States in which the rate of loss has been alarm- tamn specit 3». th 

ingly high- and in these cases the best course ts to see t e 
facts and profit by them. If there is cause for alarm, we 

ht to be alarmed. Ostriches have never been accepted as 
oug . . • · t b r one's th ·mbols for statesmanship--it is unwise :0 ·ury 
,,a'r one's eyes and refuse to see facts. It was not the 

d, . . the wall that destroyed the ancient king, han/writing on . • t d 
but a refusal. to see the facts until Daniel had mterpre e 
them when it was too late. 

h to think that this business of making 
"So we ave come uisite to membership in 

he Order ot the Temple a PU7,,,,ave to the Scottish 
another organization, even as arm--harm because it 
Rite, has most certainly done us d thing for the 

k 'th en who care no 
filled our ranks wit me ·ite unassimilable there 

T 1 and were qu 
Order of the emp e, f th got tired of the other, . b hen some o em . 
in; harm vecause WI Co deries-and there is no f the .omman.e we lost them rom . 1 . us than there was for 
more real reason for their leaving 3, 
their coming into our midst. 

. d done the Order of the Temple 
"After all is said ",,,nctive Order, with a member must be maintained as a I1s 
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ship filled with pride in the Order. Every Templar freely 
and voluntarily declares that he 1s a fmn believer in the 
Christian religion." There is a vital question which arises 
here-is that belief potent or is it perfunctory? If it is po 
tent, it makes the Order of the Temple a tower of strength. 
If it is perfunctory, it constitutes merely a hindrance to the 
great Order. Now if there are some thousands of men who 
want to become members of this or that, and the easiest 
way to become this or that is by becoming a Knight Temp 
lar, and if they are not in the least interested in the Chris 
tian religion, but can honestly say that they believe in it to 
the extent that they accept it traditionally and are not 
atheists or Jews, Mohammedan or Buddhist or any of those 
things, and if they under these circumstances declare their 
belief in the Christian religion, one may naturally ask what 
they may be expected to contribute to the Order of the 
Temple. As we have stood for sometime, a large part of 
our membership has been exceedingly lukewarm' about 
those very things which make our Order distinctive. So 
long as this condition exists we are doomed :--"just another 
one of those Orders attached to Masonry." 

"As we see it, the Christian Order of the Temple has 
got to be composed of men who are Knights Templar be 
cause they really desire with earnestness to be and remain 
members of a distinctively Christian Order. We believe 
the time has come when we should reject by the ballot all 
whose lives have not shown that we can expect of them 
real zeal for what is distinctively Christian. To be "a firm 
believer in the Christian religion" is an ingredient which 
must come to the forefront rather than be smirked over, ac 
cepted as one of those necessary perfunctories, and left im potent." 

He sees everywhere indifference, incompetency, apathy, 
carelessness, and sees the need for real leadership; 

"We lay down this thesis: The Order of the Temple is a 
most distinctive Order for three reasons: first, it admits 
only those who are sufficiently interested in Masonry to 
spend some time on it as well as money; second, it admits 
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only those in that group who care to acknowledge freely 
and voluntarily that they are firm believers in the Christian 
religion; and third, as outward manifestation of this dis 
tinctiveness visible to the naked eye, it is a military organ 
ization using a distinctive uniform. About these items of its 
distinctiveness, we make the following declarations: 

"We need to avail ourselves still more of the SELEC 
TIV ENESS of the mode of entrance to our Order, and not 
to be a ROAD, and bid to be the cheapest road, but really 
be a select group. 

,;We need to make more constructive use of the fact that 
we are all voluntary and public avowers of the Christian 
faith. 

"We need to make more use of the military features of 
our Order. 

"We need to make more constructive use of the fact that 
we are a uniformed order. 

Writing on the Educational Foundation he says: 

"No one denies that these times of depression have been 
exceedingly difficult ones to the Educational Loan Funds 
-indeed, there are Templars in considerable numbers who 
declare that the Loan Fund idea is a failure. We have not 
seen evidence to lead us to believe this to be true. We are 
willing to admit that the way in which the Loan Funds 
have been administered in a few states seems to be a failure 
-but the great majority of the Grand Commanderies have 
administered the trust in such a way that we can see suc 
cess even in depression. 

Indeed, who is there with m,oney loaned out, without 
: ibil; f aking collections? Be experiencing the impossibility of ma'' 

hold the ·great insurance companfes, which own muc 
o l · b made Look at the paper on which no collections can e • 

number of banks in this state today which cannot do busi 
ness as usual because they cannot get back what they have 
I d E the United States of America, with all of its 
@"® " ,,, 1caned millions of dollars to individuals mg h y power, as . 
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and to corporations, which millions it can never recover 
even though it has taken all sorts of security." 

"We believe two restrictions should have been thrown 
around these funds from the beginning; first, the parent, if 
living, should have been required to endorse the note and 
the nearest Commandery should have been required to en 
dorse the borrower's character and to agree to assist ac 
tively in all future collections on notes of persons endorsed 
as to character by them. It is not too late to start this now. 

"Second, certain techniques of collection by competent 
persons should have been required by the Grand Encamp 
ment. As we see it, the one matter which damns the Loan 
Fund idea, is the cases of those who deliberately set out to 
beat the Fund. To have started ten persons on the road to 
moral delinquency, default of obligations, ignoring debts 
contracted, is enough to spoil the good results from three 
times that many loans which have been paid. The Grand 
Encampment should never have allowed any Grand Com 
mandery Loan Fund Committee to function without cer 
tain standards of efficiency." 

"We might add another comment, which would be 
tantamount to a restriction: we do not believe, and have 
never believed, that our wards just emerging from our 
Masonic homes and orphanages should be accorded loans. 
After all is said and done, these young people have to 
struggle a long time to remove the institutional state of 
mind from their financial habits and customs. In no way 
does institutionalism so stamp young people as in their 
financial transactions. The homes in which children are 
reared teach them much about finance: some learn therein 
to become expert financiers, some to become spendthrifts, 
some to save, others merely to live within their incomes. 
In an institution, all this is modified or lost. As a result, 
the record in North Carolina concerning money loaned to 
those going to college from the Orphanages has been 
disastrous. We are convinced that these persons should be 
assisted by outright scholarships." 

"The Educational Loan Fund idea is not a failure- it 
is only being subjected to terrific pressure and strain. Let 
us keep our house in order, and after a change in the econ 
omic conditions of this country has brought a different 
viewpoint, we can better judge. Perhaps it may spell failure 
-perhaps not. For the present we can only work hard to 
make it a success and hope for the best." 

We think Canada did wisely in its Educational Fund, 
in adopting an out-and-out grant system to worthy orphans 
of deceased Knights Templar. 

Several reviews refer to the historical claims made by 
Sir Knight Williamson at Halifax in 1932, when the Grand 
Master said: "The first Masonic body was founded in this 
Province, and what is still more interesting to us as 
Knights Templar, is the authentic record of the first gath 
ering of Knights Templar in the year 1782 and which may 
fairly be considered the first recorded meeting of a Knight 
Templar body in this continent and possibly in the world."· 

The first Masonic body established in Canada was at 
Annapolis Royal in 1738. Undoubtedly Masonry existed 
there between 1725-27. The first records of Knight Temp 
lary in Canada are minutes of meetings held at Halifax in 
1782-5. The first record of the conferring of the Knight 
Templar degree in this continent so far discovered is that 
of St. Andrew's R. A. Chapter, Boston, August 28, 1769, by 
three army lodges belonging to British Regiments sta 
tioned in Boston: 

Lodge No. 58, Ancients, in the 14th Regiment, 

Lodge No. 106, Scotland in the 64th, and Lodge No. 322 
Ireland in the 29th Regiment. 

All three Regiments with their lodges came to Boston from 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where for three years (1765-68), the 
three lodges carried on their Masonic work. Though the 
actual minutes are missing there cannot be the slightest 
possible doubt but that "the four steps, that of an Excel 
lent, Super Excellent, Royal Arch and Knight Templar 

• 1 t · d of three years in Halifax. were conferred during that perio 
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The men who conferred the Knight Templar degree in Halifax 
in 1782, were undoubtedly created Knights Templar in Hali 
fax previously to 1768. 61st Annual 

ARKANSAS--1933 

Little Rock March 16, 1933. 

Reginald V. Harris, Chairman, 
Committee on Templar Reviews. 

ARIZONA--1933 
40th Annual Phoenix March 12th, 13th, 1933, 

James L. Powell, Grand Commander. 

7 Commanderies, 654 members. 

The 40th Annual Conclave held at Phoenix, Ariz. 
opened with Divine service in Trinity Cathedral March 12 
1933, conducted by the Grand Prelate of the Grand Com 
mandery, Rev. James R. Jenkins. 

At the business session held next day, all seven Com 
manderies were represented, the Grand Commander James 
L. Powell, presiding. His address reviewing the past year, 
referred to the losses by death in the Grand Commandery, 
the General Grand Encampment and in sister Grand juris 
dictions, the visitations made to the Comianderies under 
his jurisdiction, and the observance of Christmas. 

The year 1932 closed with 654 £raters on the roll, a net 
loss of 66, of which 38 were by suspension, 21 by death, 15 
by discharge, against only 8 additions. 

The great work of this jurisdiction is its Educational 
Foundation, which though small, makes loans to the sons 
and daughters of deceased knights for educational purposes 
a sp en lid work well done. " 

No fraternal reviews. 

Next conclave, Tucson, Ariz. March 12, 1934. 

James Whetstine 
Grand Commander 

Anthony A. Johns,' 
Grand Recorder, 

Prescott. 

Prescott, 

N. D. Moon, Grand Commander, presiding. 
31 Commanderies, 1638 members. 
Only 13 out of 31 Commanderies were represented at 

the 61st annual Conclave. David L. Griffith, Grand Warden 
of the General Grand Encampment, and Mark P. Olney, 
Grand High Priest R. A. Masons of Arkansas, were distin 
guished visitors. 

In his address the Grand Commander comments on the 
accumulating arrears due the Grand Commandery for as 
sessments extending in several instances back to 1924, and 
to the necessity for the omission to pay mileage and per 
diem expenses to the Annual Conclave, action on his part 
which would seem to account for the small attendance. He 
further recommends that members in arrears "actually un 
able to pay in justice to the needs of their families" be for 
given all dues and assessments and that they be "restored 
to good standing and fellowship." 

"With bowed heads and solemn hearts we find our 
selves at the mercy of an economic depression, unprece 
dented, probably in the American history of Templarism. 
Nevertheless the spirit is not broken-only for the time 
hindered. 

"The spirit of fraternalism has been largely dissipated, 
and the spirit of material selfishness, greed and let everyone 
do as he will, has been uppermost." 

In spite of his desire to retire because of ill health, the 
Grand Recorder, Fay Hempstead, who has served for a 
third of a century, was reelected. 

Three charters were ordered surrendered and returns 
show a net loss of 196 members. 

Financial retrenchment seems to have been the order of 
the day; the Grand Recorders salary being cut in half; 
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mileage and per diem allowance being cut out for , next 
years Conclave; the appropriation for expenses of G d 
C d b . d ran . om man er ·eing re uced; and other expenses substan 
tially cut. 

All indebtedness by Subordinate Commanderies up to 
May 1, 1929, was written off. 

The Educational Loan Fund continues its good work. 
No fraternal reviews. 

R. M. Ruthven, 
Grand Commander, Cotter. 

Fay Hempstead, 
Grand Recorder, Little Rock. 

CALIFORNIA--1933 
75th Annual April 20, 21, 1933, 

Arthur S. Crites, Grand Commander. 
Riverside 

All sixty-five Commanderies in the Jr ··5di-ti > uristcton were 
represented at the 75th Annual Conclave presided over b 
Arthur S. Crites, Grand Commander. Y 

I h' n us annual address, he emphasized the need for a 
greater interest in the history of Templarism both A . t 
and Moder id ·id ncien -j In, an evidenced his views by the preparation of 
a short historical booklet, copies of whi:h to candidates. " uct were presented 

Economies in finances in both the C d . the Gra d c d ommanderies and ,22»@a». 
assessment th d • . g :ormer of the annual • e tecision to hold thr (q 
schools of instruction and the . . e~, mstea of five 
correspondence report. elimination of the fraternal 

The Grand Commander re 
Loan Fund is not beir,, POrts that the Educational 
b' ng use as it should b .b eing on deposit in ·h b k . . e, a out $87,000 

i € ank without borrowers, due partly 

to lack of knowledge on the part of Craft Masons of the 
existence of the fund. 

The net loss in membership 686, about 5% percent re 
present 292 additions, with 305 dimits, 378 suspensions and 
295 deaths, reducing the membership to 13,385. 

The payment by each novice of $10.00 to the Educa 
tional Fund was suspended for a period of two and a half 
years. 

The proposal to present a special K. T. button to all SO 
years members of the Order in good standing, was deferred 
until next Annual Conclave. 

Preparations for the meeting of the Grand Encampment 
at San Francisco in July, 1934, were reported well in hand. 

No fraternal reviews. 

Purcell Rowe, 
Grand Commander, San Francisco. 

Thomas A. Davies, 
Grand Recorder, San Francisco. 

58th Annual 

COLORADO-1933 

Denver Sept. 22, 1933. 

Karl G. Brown, Grand Commander, presiding. 

At the opening of the Grand Commandery, several 
guests from other jurisdictions were welcomed, including 
Sir Knights, Thomas H. Reynolds, P. G. C. Missouri, and 
personal representative of the Acting Grand Representa 
tive; Carroll D. Evans, G. C. Nebraska, and Mattes Matt 
son, P. G. C. Idaho. 

The Grand Commander reported the suspension of the 
dollar assessments for the Educational Loan Fund, because 
of the collection of ten full assessments. He reported a de 
pleted cash balance as a result of the cessation of repay- 
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ment of loans, and declares the revolving fund idea a flat 
failure. The Committee itself emphatically opposed the 
elimination of the assessment. The amount on loan stood 
at $45,750, represented by 615 loans. The Grand Command 
ery approved of the suspension of the assessments for two 
years. 

The Committee on Fraternal Reviews (S. C. Warner 
Chairman) submitted brief reviews and recommended the 
discontinuance of the Committee and that in future, Re 
views be not printed. Although the report was adopted, the 
Committee was reappointed. Two pages are devoted to 
Canada, Halifax, 1932. 

Returns for the year showed the membership at 4,005, a 
net loss of 22 per cent in 36 Commanderies. 

Edwin H. Snyder, 
Grand Commander, Denver. 

William W. Cooper, 
Grand Recorder, Denver. 

106th Annual 
CONNECTICUT--1933 

Norwich 
Guy B. Dolbeare, Grand Commander. 
12 Commanderies, 6,032 members. 

Previous to the opening of the Grand Conclave a re 
ception and banquet was tendered to the Grand' Com 
mander by his own Commandery, Columbian No. 4, who 
during all his Masonic career had brought great credit and 
distinction upon the Commandery and the Craft. Distin 
guished guests from Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Ver 
mont, were present and 260 fraters were in attendance and 
the occasion must have been one of great pleasure and profit to all, 

· In his address to the Grand Commandery, Sir Knight 
Dolbeare refers in feeling terms to the loss sustained by 

May 2, 1933. 
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the deaths of two Grand Masters of the Grand Encamp 
ment---Perry W. Weidner and Harry C. Walke 44 

. · er-an two Past Grand Commanders of the Grand Co d f 
: mmmanlery o Connecticut, Edward E. Fuller and Christian Swartz. H, 

reported a net loss in membership of 287. 

The Educational Foundation made 77 loans to students 
during the year, amounting to $11,178.00, the full amount 
of available funds, bringing the total amount outstanding 
up to $60,000, representing 299 loans to 156 students. 

The Fraternal Reviews by Sir Knight William L. Cort 
include Canada, Halifax, 1932, and approve of the fine senti 
ments and ideals expressed by our S. G. M. Williamson. 
Sir Knight Cort's Introduction is particularly inspiring and 
reassuring. 

72nd Annual 

Ansel A. Packard, 
Grand Commander, Middleton. 

Willis N. Barber, 
Grand. Recorder, Meriden. 

GEORGIA--1933 
Dublin May 10th, 11th, 1933. 

Lunie J. Brock, Grand Commander. 

Preliminary to the assembly for business, the Grand 
Commandery paraded to the First Methodist Church where 
the Rev. J. C. Wilkinson, D. D., Grand Prelate, conducted 
Divine Service, with an address by Rev. Dr. E. L. Hill 
on Its Historical Background a Challenge to Templar 
ism." This inspiring address is full of most interesting in 
formation and our regret is that we cannot quote it in full. 

Tentplarism has a wonderful historical back-ground, 
and has been built upon facts and traditions · concerning 
noble knights, who with courage and faith consecrated 
themselves to the cause of the Christian Religion; but we 
must face the present, 
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The world is full of strife and unrest, bitterness and 

hatred. Schools of human thought and action are being ad 
vocated, which, if put into effect, would make hell a pleas 
ure resort in comparison to earth. Governments, which 
have stood the test of time and were hoary with age, have 
been thrown into the melting-pot of this present age. The 
economic systems of the world have crumbled and hit the 
rocks. Christianity itself has been put to the acid-test, as 
some have suggested that it might be wise to junk God 
Himself. There is a riot of blasphemy, anarchy and law 
lessness in the world. 

"Why should I recall these unpleasant things to you 
on this happy occasion? Because something is needed to 
straighten out this crooked world, to shame its lust and 
slay its selfishness, to conquer its hate and foster good will; 
and I want to challenge this Grand Commandery of 
Georgia to step in this gap and rriake its full contribution 
to the solution of the problems confronting the world to 
day." 

"These are trying times in which we are living. The 
bodies of men and women are crumbling and toppling be 
neath the burdens upon their backs: The delicate machin 
ery of intellects has slipped cogs and been shattered: The 
iron nerve of men and women which have seemed unbreak 
able, have snapped under the pressure; and I am calling for 
you, Sir Knights, to put all emphasis upon our Fourth 
Libation, for that is the supreme contribution which Temp 
larism can make to these times in which we are living." 

The Church service was followed by a Barbecue at the 
Dublin Country Club, and in the afternoon, the business 
sessions with the Grand Commander presiding.. 

After the reception of distinguished guests, an address 
of welcome from the Mayor of the city, and the appoint 
ment of sessional committees, the Grand Commander de 
livered his address reviewing the activities of the past 
year. He concludes with these words: 

"I know of no parting message in particular that I 
would leave with you as I relinquish this office. May I 
assure you that there is every reason to take courage in 
our general economic life. The evidences all about us of 
men, high and low, taking more seriously the spiritual ver 
ities of life, and recognizing that upon these we must 
build if we build securely and permanently, are consider 
able encouragement in a world that has been so largely 
dominated by material considerations. 

'I know of no more appropriate closing words than to 
challenge you to come with me and lead Templarism for 
ward and upward in Georgia in the months to come, not for 
organizational honors, but for the honor and glory of our 
Lord and King, and for the extension of all that He counts 
dear." 

Returns from the 33 Commanderies showed a net loss 
of 816, reducing the membership to 4192, a loss of 16 per 
cent. 

Fraternal reviews by the Grand Recorder, Charles S. 
Wood, include Canada-Halifax-1932. 

R. J. Hancock, 
Grand Commander, Marietta. 

Charles S. Wood, 
Grand Recorder, Savannah. 

30th Annual 

IDAHO--1933 

Pocatello 

15 

May 18-19, 1933. 

Edward R. Chrisman, Grand Commander. 
All but one of the fifteen commanderies on the roll were 

represented at the 30th Grand Conclave. Distinguished vis 
itors included Sir Knight Edward C. Day, P. G. C. Mon 
tana, the representative of the Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment, also Sir Knights Edward W. Spottswood, 
G. C. Montana, and D. V. Bell, P. G. C. Wyoming. 
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The Grand Commander reported a loss in membership 
ot nine per cent, and called for continued, active loyaity and 
concentrated, determined effort and careful administration. 
Outstanding dues in Commanderies (an increase from 
$5774.65 to $7567.00) and dues owing to the Grand com- 
1andery, presented a serious problem, towards the solution 
of which he made seven recommendations: 

(1) suspension of the per capita tax for the Educa 
tional Loan Fund. 

(2) reduction of the fee for the Orders of Knighthood 
to $25.00. 

(3)the reduction of the travel allowance to the Grand 
Conclave to only such mileage as was in excess of 400 
miles actually travelled. 

( 4) the reduction of the per capita tax from $1.00 to .75 
cents, the fee payable to Grand Conclave on initiation from 
$10.00 to $5.00, and the Triennial Fund fee from 25 to 15 

· cents. 

(5) the bonding of Treasurers and Recorders to be op 
tional with Commanderies. 

(6) the reduction of annual dues in all Commanderies 
where possible; and 

(7) the suspension of money prize contents for effi 
ciency of Commanderies. 

All of which indicate the existing crisis, but only one of 
which was adopted. 

No fraternal reviews. 

Alonzo Cone, 

Grand Commander, Blackfoot. 

B, E, Hyatt, 
Grand Recorder, Boise. 

77th Annual 

ILLINOIS-1933 
Belleville Sept. 18, 1933. 

Louis E. Wangelin,. Grand Commander. 
Distinguished guests present at the opening of the 77th 

Annual Conclave included Sir Knights Charles N. Orr, 
Grand Standard Bearer of the Grand Encampment, repre 
senting the Acting G. M. Andrew D. Agnew, Mark Nor 
ris, Grand Captain General, William L. Sharp and L. P. 
Newby, P. G. M.'s, J. Rufus Hinshaw, G. C. Indiana, 
Charles G. Cole, G. C. Iowa, Theo J. Evers, G. C. Missouri, 
and L. N. Thurston, G. H. P. Royal Arch Masons, Illinois. 

The address of the Grand Commander deals concisely 
with his own activities and those of the Grand Command 
ery, including dispensations, schools of instruction, annual 
inspections and visitations. He reports having travelled 
a total of 14,000 miles including visits to the Grand Com 
manderies of Wisconsin, Indiana, and Missouri. 

He reports the net loss in membership as 2644 as com 
pared with 1832 the previous year. 

The Educational Loan fund assisted 104 students 
with loans aggregating $20,476.00 during the year, bringing 
the total number of students up to 1044 and the total loans 
since the inauguration of the Loan Fund to $363,026.00. 
Collections of outstanding loans have not come up to ex 
pectations in spite of energetic efforts. The Committee was 
scrutinizing new applications very carefully. 

Fraternal Reviews are from the pen of Sir Knight 
Henry R. Lundblad, P. G. C. They include Canada-Halifax- 
1932, in which the reviewer has this paragraph; 

"Canada bends its energies for service in conducting the 
"Knight's Templar Orphan Fund." Each of the Provincial 
Grand Priors stresses its continuance. Let's think this over 
before our Triennial at San Francisco--perhaps we have 
much to consider here-we were idealists in planning our 
Knights Teniplar Educational Foundation. We have had 
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ten years experience and have found the majority of those 
who have accepted our help are not really grateful. Should 
our plan be changed and work closer to home-selfish? No 
-experienced." 

Charles Henry Smith, 
Grand Commander, Chicago. 

Edward A. Glad, 
Grand Recorder, Chicago. 

INDIANA--1933 
79th Annual Indianapolis 

John T. Boyd, Grand Commander. 

Distinguished guests included Sir Knights Rev. Chester 
B. Emerson, D. D., official representative of Andrew D. 
Agnew, Acting G. M. of the Grand Encampment; C. A. H. 
Thom, G. C. Michigan; L. E. Wangelin, G. C. Illinois; R. 
W. Wartman, D. G. C. Ohio; Dr. L. A. Moore, D. G. C. 
Wisconsin, and Leonidas P. Newby, P. G. M. of the Grand 
Encampment. 

May 10, 11, 1933. 

The Grand Commander referred to permanent division 
of the jurisdiction into ten districts, each comprising six 
Commanderies for the purpose of group meetings and in 
spection. The number of Knights attending these meetings 
totalled 4,162, along with 1561 visitors. This jurisdiction 
follows the practice of assigning inspections to th · 
G d Off. e various ran icers, 

The net loss in membership was 799, reducing the mem 
bership to 10,902. One Commandery was required to sur 
render its charter, leaving 60 on the roll. 

Finances and investments were reported to be : ·ti 
f: :tc id;> in a saris ac ory con itton. The Educational Fu d 
$124,728, including loans or $20,000 o n was reported as 

• 'ver requirements. 
A ball was held in the evening under the . f 

Roper Commander N 1 id De auspices o 
62, 'Y +o, an emolay Commandery No. 

Fraternal Reviews are not published. The Reviewer, Sir 
Knight R. A. Woods, in his Report (his twentieth) to 
Grand Conclave, had this to say: 

"Losses in membership continue to mount in volume 
and are staggering in their extent. Yet, during its trial b; 
fire, the Order is felt to be safe and firm, for interest and 
enthusiasm is declared to be increasing. Officers and mem 
bers are responding to the call to arms and are getting into 
the battlefront. Even the halt and maimed can be used in 
the work of resuscitation, as witness these figures: 

In 1928, 35 jurisdictions lost 4,163; 12 gained 1,517 
In 1929, 40 jurisdictions lost 7,802; 5 gained 384 
In 1930, 41 jurisdictions lost 10,579; 4 gained 83 
In 1931, 44 jurisdictions lost 16,796; 1 gained 16 
In 1932, 46 jurisdictions lost 24,194; 1 gained 27 

This means a total net loss in five years of 61,507. The 
loss in 1932 equals one out of every fourteen members. 
However, our present total membership is 60 per cent more 
than in 1916 and 40 per cent more than in 1919 and 1922. 
There should be much comfort in that, for we can still lose 
a little more than 100,000 and have the membership of 1919 
and 1922. So, fraters, be of good cheer-but keep hustling." 

J. Rufus {Hinshaw, 
Grand Commander, Newcastle. 

William H. Swintz, 
Grand Recorder, Indianapolis 

70th Annual 

IOWA--1933 

Spirit Lake June 27, 1933. 

S. K . ht C E. Narey. Grand Commander. 1r .ntg' .• • 3 

Distinguished visitors present at the annual Grand Con 
1 . 1 ded Sir Knights Andrew D. Agnew, Acting cave me u . . · G 
Grand Master Grand Encampment; William F. Weiler, 
C. Wisconsin, Arthur B. McKeel, G. C. South Dakota; 
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George E. Sanders, G. M. R. & S. M.'s Iowa; Louis Block, 
S. G. Insp. Gen'! A. A. S. R. Iowa; Harry M. Bradley, 
G. H. P., R.A. Masons; Lars A. Lawson, G. M. Iowa. 

The Grand Commander's address is full of encouraging 
words, optimism and enthusiasm. He reviews a year of vis 
itations, dispensations, decisions, inspections, etc. some 
what below the average. 

The net loss in membership reached a total of 966; one 
Commandery surrendered its charter leaving 67 Command 
cries with a membership of 9216. 

The funds of the Educational Loan Fund, represented 
by cash and loans, amounted to $106,494.21. The total num 
ber of loans made reached 386. 

In the course of our perusal of the Proceedings, we 
learned with interest of the undertaking carried on by the 
Grand Commandery, known as Templar Park. For a period 
of ten years (1922-32) this property was operated most 
profitably as a summer home for Masons and their families. 
In 1932 the Grand Commandery took it over, operating it 
since. The Trustees complain of the lack of cooperation by 
many Commanders and Recorders. 

The Grand Recorder, David M. Brownlee, after most ef 
ficient service for 32 consecutive years, was unanimously 
elected Grand Recorder emeritus, with an annual salary of 
$600 for life. 

Fraternal Reviews are from the pen of Sir Knight 
Charles C. Clark, P. G. C., and include Canada-Halifax 
1932, which is reviewed with approval. He concludes with 
these eloquent words: 

"There really has not been much to record ; the search 
for the new, strange, bizarre, has not been fruitful. Slumps 
are not particularly entertaining. 

"This is not to intimate that Templary is a loser, but 
conditions as we have caught them during our pilgrimage 
must give pause to the thoughtful lover of the Order. Is 
the condition hopeless? We explode a loud no. Is the 

disease incurable? A louder no. But some one or all these 
mishaps may be ours unless we wholeheartedly get busy 
and labor without ceasing. The ancient Templars never 
gave up. No matter what the odds, they went down fight 
ing with their last ounce of brawn, shouting defiance with 
their latest breath. Are we, their successors, built of poor 
stuff, are we weaklings-has all this wild ranting of the pa 
cifist turned our hearts to water, made us poltroons, prone 
to take to the woods, desert our standard, confess that our 
high sounding phrases meant nothing, are simply talk, 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbals? Have honor, duty, 
country, God, become mere words, interesting to the philo 
logist only ? Has the depression vitiated our manhood, sap 
ped our courage, made us mere puppets, mindless and soul 
less? Does Nirvana beckon enticingly? Surely nay." 

Chester G. Cole, 
Grand Commander, Greeley. 

• 
Clinton Kastner, 

Grand Recorder, Boone. 

KANSAS--1933 

64th Annual Newton May 9, 10, 1933. 

Ralph W. Pope, Grand Commander. 
k p G C Iowa, and per Sir Knights Charles C. Clar , · · · ' a K T . 

: 3f th Acting Grand Master, . ·7 sonal representative ot 1e Willi C. Gordon 
E J G c. Nebraska, 1 1am . ' Carroll D. vans, r., . . p G C Missouri and Har- 

G C M' · G G Wrwht . · · ' . . . ussourt, r. lahoma, were among the dis 
old G. Durnell, G. S. W. A 1 Conclave. Only 39 of tinguished guests at the 64th """_; including 13 Grand 

d · re represen , t> the 59 Comman .eries we d 34 Grand Representa 
Officers, 100 Past Commanders, an 
+ .1v es. 

d Commander referred to the 
In his address the Gran' yho had sheathed their 

long line of distmgu1shed fraters 
swords during the previous year. 
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A feature of this jurisdiction is the holding of Divisional 

Conciaves at nine places in the State at which the G. C. at 
tended and at which schools of instruction were held with 
great advantage to all present, the Order of the Temple 
being exemplified on each occasion. In addition to these 
visits, the G. C. also visited 12 Commanderies. Christmas 
and Easter observance was general throughout the jurisdic 
tion. The Educational Foundation was discussed at all 
Divisional Conclaves and the drastic modification of regu 
lations and limitation of loans seemed to be favored. A total 
of $25,800 was outstanding and overdue from 172 student 
borrowers. The funds are required to be maintained at 
$113,600, and the Trustees reported a total fund in their 
hands of $136,900 and 91 loans aggregating $22,635 made 
during the year. 

Although the net loss in membership was 1879, reducing 
the total enrollment to 10,741, finances were reported in 
satisfactory shape. 

Canada-Halifax-1932 is briefly reviewed. 
a 

Asa T. Hoge, 
Grand Commander, Leavenworth. 

Elmer F. Strain, 
Grand Recorder, Topeka. 

LOUISIANA--1933 
70th Annual Lake Charles M 8 1933 ay ' . 

Robert F. Spangenberg, Grand Commander. 

Divine Service at the First Presbyterian Church Lake 
Charles, conducted by the Grand Prelate, Sir Knight Rev. 
Caleb B. K. Weed, opened the proceedings of the 70th An 
nual Conclave of the Grand Commandery f Lo 
S o) ·uisiana, unday afternoon, May 7th. 

,,] "®,ening of the business session on Monday, May 
, t e rand Commander welcomed Sir Knight William 

H. Tester, personal Representative of the Acting Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment, and Sir Knight O. E. 
Radford, Grand Commander of Texas. 

In his address the Grand Commander referred to the 
loss sustained by Knight Templarism in the deaths of Sir 
Knights Perry W. Weidner and Harry C. Walker. 

His account of the George Washington Dedication cere 
monies makes interesting reading, also the report of his ac 
tivities within the jurisdiction, including official acts, dis 
pensations, decisions, appointments and invitations. 

The net loss during the year was 282, reducing the 
membership to 2094, Dec. 31, 1932, divided among seven 
teen commanderies. The Committee on the Condition of 
the Order do not feel however that this loss is not irrepar 
able, and believe that as better conditions return to the 
country we may expect their reflection in increased zeal 
and membership. 

A .telegram was sent to President Roosevelt expressing 
their earnest appreciation of his great work for the restora 
tion of prosperous conditions and pledging the hearty sup 
port and cooperation of the Knights Templar of Louisiana. 

Fraternal Reviews from the pen of Sir Knight A. B. 
Davis, P. G. C. Grand Recorder, include Canada-Halifax- 
1932, reviewed briefly but appreciatively. 

Mark A. Quilty, 
Grand Commander, Lake Charles. 

A. B. Davis, 
Grand Recorder, New Orleans. 

82nd Annual 

MAINE-1933 

Portland May 5, 1933. 

Isaac N. Jones, Grand Commander. 
The Annual Conclave opened with fifty-six representa 

tives from 22 of the 24 Commanderies, 13 of the 18 living 
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P. G. Commanders, and 70 of the permanent members of 
the Grand Commanclery present. Distinguished visitors in 
cluded Sir Knights A. A. Packard, G. C. Connecticut; D.A. 
Baldwin, G. W. Connecticut; C. F. Dowe, G. S. W. Ver 
mont, and M. E. Sir Knight W. W. Williamson, S. G. M. 
Canada, also Sir Knight Henry L. Ballou, P. G. C. Ver 
mont, representing the Acting G. M. of the Grand Encamp 
ment. 

In his address, the G. C. referred to the holding of three 
schools of instruction, which judging from the report of a 
Committee submitted later were most beneficial. The G. C. 
reported at length on several fraternal visits and in 
spections, and while he was obliged to report a net loss of 
574 in membership (reducing the membership to 8057) he 
closes with this encouraging note: 

"The situation is a serious one, and must be faced with 
bravery and determination. In my opinion, the tide has 
reached its lowest ebb and will just naturally flood again, 
but we must not sit idly by and wait for prosperity to flow 
back to us like the incoming tide. In these days, Templary 
is up against stiff competition, and it behooves us to use 
every honorable means to build the organization up to its 
former strength. Of course our return to prosperity will de 
pend a great deal on economic conditions, but I think we 
all have a feeling that the backbone of the depression is 
broken and that better times are in store for us. In this con 
nection, there is one matter I think should receive the ser 
ious consideration of the different commanderies, and that 
is some sort of a plan looking to the reinstatement of some 
of the 1700 Knights whom we have lost during the past six 
years through suspensions and through demits. I am not 
discouraged over the outlook, for, notwithstanding our 
losses, harmony still prevails in our ranks. In every com 
mandery I visited I found the officers and members imbued 
with a splendid spirit of optimism! and a firm faith in the 
future of this splendid order." 

The D. G. C. and other Grand Officers were all assigned 
to report on various Commanderies. This in our humble 
opinion is an excellent plan. 

The Educational Fund was reported in satisfactory con 
dition. 

Our S. G. M. addressed the gathering at the luncheon 
held at midday, his remarks being characterized as "wit, 
wisdom, and good cheer." 

Fraternal reviews include Canada-Halifax-1932 at con 
siderable length, copious quotations being made from the 
S. G. M.'s address. 

David, E. Moulton, 
Grand Commander, Portland. 

Convers E. Leach, 
.Grand Recorder, Portland. 

63rd Annual 

MARYLAND--1933 

Baltimore May 17. 

Harry R. Snyder, Grand Commander. 

Distinguished guests on this occasion included Grand 
Commander of the District of Columbia, Sir Knight Wil 
liam H. Harrison, and his staff; the Grand Commander of 
Pennsylvania Sir Knight Maurice E. White; the Grand 
Master of Masons in Maryland, Sir Knight G. W. Living 
ston . the Grand High Priest of R. A. Masons of Maryland, 
S. K' . ht J Edward Collins. the Sov. Grand Inspector 

1r n1gr 1. 3 .: Willi 
G 1 A & A S R for Maryland Sir K111ght 1 1am enera . . . . , p 
B. Price; and Sir Knight Arthur C. Bacon, P. G. C. en:; 
sylvania, personal representative of the Grand Master 
the Grand Encampment. 

The Grand Commanders address reviews a year of ac 
tivity, including official visitations to all fifteen Command 
eries, and nine fraternal visits to meetings of other Gran 
Commanderies, district meetings and special occasions out 
side of Maryland: 
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The net loss for the year was 278, reducing the member 

ship to 4233, but the comments made do not seem to reflect 
any great anxiety or pessimism. 

Fraternal reviews were presented by Sir Knight How 
ard M. Emmons, and though concise, are interesting read 
ing. Canada-Halifax-1932 is included. 

John H. S. Lane, 
Grand Commander, Baltimore. 

Gustav A. Eitel, 
Grand Recorder, Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS--1933 
127th Semi Annual 
130th Annual 

Providence, R. I. 

Boston, Mass. 
May 10, 1933 
Oct. 24, 1933 

Geo. L. Dodd, Grand Commander. 
The semi Annual Conclave was honored by the presence 

of Sir Knight's Norris G. Abbott, Jr. G. M., R. & S. Masters 
in Rhode Island, and Arthur 'Whitehead, G. M. Rhode Is 
land. 

The principal business of the meeting was passed on to 
the Annual Conclave. 

The 130th Annual met at Boston with R. E. Sir Knight 
Dodd presiding. A cordial and Knight welcome was ex 
tended to a large number of distinguished £raters, including 
Sir Knight Arthur L. Lee, Grand Representative of the 
Grand Encampment, and Grand Commanders of New York, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut and Maine, Alvah 
W. Rydstrom, G. M., R. & S Masters of Massachusetts, 
Jesse E. Ames, G. H. P. for Massachusetts, M. M, Johnson, 
Sov. Grand Comm'ander Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdic 
tion, and Curtis Chipman, G. M. Massachusetts. 

The Grand Commander in opening referred to heavy 
losses sustained by death, suspensions and withdrawals, but 

a fine note of optimism and courage runs throughout his 
address. His tribute to those valiant Knights who have 
"fought the good fight" is very beautiful. 

The record of his own term of office, including visita 
tions, dispensations, approvals, etc. indicates much activity 
and devotion to the cause of Templary. 

M. W. Bro. M. M. Johnson strikes a jubilant and cour 
ageous note, as did other visitors who addressed the as 
sembly. 

The net loss in membership for the year came to 1,505. 

The splendid work of the Educational Loan Fund is re 
viewed at length, 109 new applicants being aided during the 
year. A motion to provide for a per capita tax, based on 
estimates to be submitted annually by a Committee on Fin 
ance, was referred to the incoming Committee on Juris 
prudcnce for report at the next session. 

Brief Fraternal Reviews from the pen of Sir Knight 
James A. Gunn, include Canada-Halifax-1932. In his Fore 
word he writes: 

"Thus far we are riding the "economic storm" splend 
idly and the strain is easing, but Templary cannot survive 
on momentum. It must meet new and possibly more diffi 
cult conditions, and these conditions will call for the most 
able and intelligent leadership possible to obtain in the in 
dividual Comimandery." 

"\Ve have observed that men who are otherwise well 
qualified to fill positions of leadership in Templary and the 
other bodies fail in their responsibility becausa they do not 
have a background of information and understanding of 
Masonry, with its philosophy, and what it really does for 
the individual. If I were selecting officers for a Command 
ery, I would measure first the interest in Masonry, broadly 
and generally speaking, of the individuals under consider 
ation, 

"All too frequently capable men escape the respons 
ibility of executive leadership in Masonry, as well as the 



28 REVIEW OF TEMPLAR PROCEEDINGS 

joy of this added service, on the grounds that they are "too 
busy." Most frequently the real cause is not that they 
are too busy but is due to a lack of interest. They belong 
to but do not know Masonry. 

'If our membership then is properly educated in 
Masonry, a broader,· deeper interest will naturally be stim 
ulated. Under such a program: the men we want subse 
quently for our officers are constantly being cultivated for 
those higher responsibilities." 

William S. Hamilton 
Grand Commander, Williamstown, Mass. 
Martin J. Pleschinger 

Grand Recorder, Boston. 

77th Annual 

MICHIGAN-1933 

Detroit June 6, 1933. 
Charles A. H. Thom, Grand Commander. 
Due to extraordinary conditions, bank failures, mora 

toriums and uncertainty, the usual Grand Conclave program 
was much curtailed and one day devoted strictly to busi 
ness. Even the colorful parade was eliminated owing to the 
prospect of the majority of Commanderies not being able 
to send a sufficient number of platoons. 

The session opened with Sir Knight Charles A. H. 
Thom, G. C., a Canadian by birth, presiding. Several dis 
tinguished guests were welcomed including Sir Knights 
Andrew D. Agnew, Acting G. M., Mark Norris, Grand 
Capt. Gen'l.; Adrian Hamersley, Grand Recorder; Leonidas 
P. Newby, and William L. Sharp, P. G. M.'s of the Grand 
Encampment. 

His address reflected the distressful conditions within 
and without the Order but struck an optimistic and cour 
ageous note. Owing to continued inactivity and consequent 
accumulation of debts and arrears, he felt obliged to recom 

mend that the charters of two Commanderies be forfeited 
a recommendation in which the Grand Commandery con 
curred. 

The Grand Recorder reported the smallest number of 
knightings, 66, since 1872, when statistics were first pub 
lished, the net loss reaching 803, and reducing the mem 
bership to 13,166 in 55 Commanderies. 

Forty-one Schools of Instruction were held in the var 
ious commanderies and in addition twenty other visits for 
instruction or inspection were made, reporting progress 
even under adverse and trying circumstances. 

The Educational Foundation reported strenuous efforts 
to collect arrears. Ninety-eight new loans were made, with 
a life insurance policy and a joint note as collateral. Total 
outstanding loans aggregated $137,000. Amendment was 
made in the form of application requiring borrowers to de 
clare a firm belief in the Christian religion, to pledge al 
legiance to the Government of the United States and to 
promise to conform to the discipline of the college attended 
by the student. 

Fraternal Reviews by the Grand Prelate, Rev. Emil 
Montanus, include a courteous review of Canada-Halifax- 
1932. 

68th Annual 
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Clyde A. Fulton, 
Grand. Commander, Charlotte. 

Charles A. Conover, 
Grand Recorder, Coldwater. 

MINNESOTA-1933 

Minneapolis Sept. 13, 14, 1933. 

J. Arthur Jen sen, Grand Commander, presiding. 
Distinguished guests included Sir Knights Mark Nor 

ris, G. Capt. Gen'l. of the Grand Encampment and personal 
representative of the Acting Grand· Master; Chester G. 
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Cole, G. C. Iowa, and Walter L. Stockwell, G. C. North 
Dakota. 

The fraters were welcomed by Sir Knight A. G. Bain 
bridge, Mayor of Minneapolis. 

The Grand Commander's address strikes a courageous 
note of which the following is typical: 

"We are passing through a period which must be en 
dured and our trestleboard must display such designs as 
will enable the Order to emerge with our ranks impreg 
nable, ready to go on with increasing numbers and greater 
strength. 

"Adversity often points out weaknesses and ,brings 
about reformation of our lines to carry on the fight, and we 
may rest assured that under the banner of Templary there 
is a cause in which every true heart may take pride and 
strength and to such a warrior will be given the victory. 
"There is need of leadership and need of followers, men 

of purpose who do not propose to let the record of their 
command be turned in on a blank sheet. In the days of old 
it was a saying of those Christian Knights who saved 
Christendom that: "These valiant Knights whose names we 
bear, gave up for the sake of their faith all those things 
which men are most prone to value. They went forth into 
battle with a literal determination to conquer or to die I 
With them it made no difference whether the enemy was 
one or ten thousand ; they had enlisted in a perpetual war 
fare, and only when there was not a single Knight capable 
of wielding the sword, could the Saracen feel that the vic 
tory was his." We need that attitude today, not a warlike 
spirit, but one which will be a determination on the part of 
the Commander, his Chief officers and Knights to see that 
the affairs of their Commandery are carried out to the full 
est success and that the records may show that some pur 
pose was completed and some sound achievement accom 
plished during the period of their responsibility." 

The net loss in membership was 369, reducing the roll 
to 6794. 
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The Educational Loan Fund reported loans outstandin 
at more than $70,000. £ 

The Knights of Minnesota have in hand the project of 
erecting a much needed Hospital at the Minnesota Masonic 
Home, and have in sight approximately $65,000. For the 
present, they are marking time until there is a better pros 
pect of meeting maintenance charges. 

Templar Reviews by Sir Knight Alfred G. Pinkham 
(his 14th) include appropriate extracts from many pro 
ceedings. Canada, Halifax, 1932, is quoted from at length 
and in complimentary terms. 

John P. Eaton, 
Grand Commander, St. Paul. 

John Fishel, 
Grand Recorder, St. Paul. 

73rd Annual 
MISSISSIPPI--1933 

Jackson April 9, 10, 1933. 
William A. Johns, Grand Commander. 
22 out of 25 Commlanderies represented. 
The 73rd Annual Conclave began with an inspiring 

service held in St. Andrew's Episcopal Church on Sunday 
evening April 9th, when the Grand Prelate, Rev. Horace 
L. Villee preached from the text, "If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble themselves and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land." 

"The Christian manhood and womanhood of America 
and of the world hold within their hands the cure for all 
the ills of the world and of mankind. We can bring back 
prosperity--and such prosperity as the world has never 
known--NOT by compromising with evil, and taxing it, 
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but by humbling ourselves before Almighty God, by pray 
ing unto Him with genuine prayer, by seeking His face day 
in and day out, and by turning from our wicked ways unto 
Him! Then, and not until then, will God hear us, forgive 
our sin, and heal our land." 

The principal guest at the opening session the follow 
ing day, was Sir Knight Frank C. Gifford, S. G. W. of the 
Grand Commandery of Tennessee, and personal representa 
tive of the Grand Master, K. T. of the United States. 

The Grand Commander made one official visit, namely 
to the Commandery in his own home town. He attended 
the dedication exercises of the George Washington Memor 
ial, Alexandria, and the annual meetings of the Grand 
Lodge, Chapter and Council of Mississippi. 

The net loss in membership during the year ending Aug. 
31st, 1932, was exceedingly heavy, 28.9 per cent, reducing 
the membership to 2133. 

The Educational Fund at the end of its ten years of 
operations reports loans outstanding $31,076 to 116 bene 
ficiaries. 

"Seventy per cent of loans are over due. Some have 
apparently made no effort to repay. In looking over reports 
of other Grand Commanderies this discouraging condition 
is rather common. But when we consider that the great 
bulk of this money was loaned since January 1, 1928; that 
much was loaned to students who became teachers; that 
salaries were reduced and then not paid; there has been 
much unemployment with no salary-we find that this is 
just another depression story. We have fared better than 
our bankers. 

"Our Grand Prelate has stated that he has not found 
where any Grand Commandery requires of a candidate· that 
he is an active, professing Christian, as a qualification for 
a loan. Why should we not require it? Would this not be 
wielding our sword for the Christian religion?" 

A resolution to this effect was adopted. 
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"Be it Resolved, That the Educational F d . 

: be di :d 'oundation Com mittee ve lirected to extend loans only t th 
h 11 · . Y O those students who s a give satisfactory evidence of th · b · : :: eir vemng true be 

lievers in Jesus Christ and loyal support f H; . ers o: im and 
His Church, and who shall declare their inte ti- 5¢ 

d H. ·1 en ion o seek- 
ing to o is wi.l throughout life, and who sh II ttc d · I · · • a a en an 
educational institution where the atmosphere id 5]; : . . . . e an po icy 1S definitely Christian. 

"This a_ction is in addition to the requirements now in 
force relative to student loans, and is taken in order to 
minimize the possibility that this Christian Order may be 
indulging the folly of aiding to equip those who will later 
fight the very things we seek to promote and upon which 
Templarism' is founded, or who, at best, will remain indif 
ferent to the challenge of Jesus Christ our Master." 

One speaker, Sir Knight Gifford, addressing the meet 
ing, said: 

"Just a word about our Educational Fund. I approach 
this with some hesitancy because I know there are some of 
you Sir Knights who do not agree with me. I have made a 
study of this subject from the reports of nearly every Grand 
Jurisdiction in the country. My time is far too short to go 
into detail, but I am thoroughly sold on the idea that your 
Past Grand Commander, Rice Williams, struck a bull's eye 
when he said: "The purpose of the Higher Educational 
Fund is noble, but its proper execution is a bigger job than 
we can accomplish." Further hi! said, "We are Santa Claus 
when we make the loan and Shylock when we ask repay 
ment." As a revolving fund, which was the original idea, 
it is a failure of the rankest sort. I have known of instances 
where graduated students were known to be able to pay 
and have dodged the obligation through bankruptcy pro· 
ceedings. Endorsing guarantors on notes also seem to be 
ineffective for in most instances the endorsers have been 
found to be less reliable than the makers of the notes. I be 
lieve the whole movement to be a failure and should be 
abandoned and use what little funds we have left for some 
other good purpose before it is all gone and it is too late, 
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Sir Knights, the fund does not revolve and never will be 
made to revolve." 

Thinking it over after extensive review of the reports of 
the Grand Jurisdictions in the U. S. A., we favor the Can 
adian plan of out-and-out educational grants to orphan 
children of deceased Templars. 

Retrenchment and economies all along the line is the 
keynote of the Finance Committee's report. 

Brie'! Fraternal reviews by Sir Knight Horace L. Villee, 
include Canada-Halifax-1932'. 

Thomas E. Moody, 
Grand Commander, Grenada. 

Edward L. Faucette, 
Grand Recorder, Meridian. 

72nd Annual 

MISSOURI-1933 

Trenton May 23, 24, 1933. 
William C. Gordon, Grand Commander. 
Devotional exercises in the First Baptist Church, 

Trenton, under the direction of the Grand Prelate, preceded 
the opening of the Grand Conclave. This service was fol 
lowed by an address of welcome by Sir Knight Walter H. 
McDonald, Dean of the Junior College, Trenton, to which 
Sir Knight T. J. Evers, G. D. C., made appropriate reply. 

Among distinguished guests present at the opening of 
the Grand Conclave were M. W. Bro. T. B. Landon, G. M. 
Missouri; Sir Knight Thomas A. Harbough, G. H. P. Mis 
souri; Sir Knight R. T. Finley, G. M. R. & S. M. Missouri; 
Sir Knight Louis E. Wangelin, G. C. Illinois; Sir Knight 
Asa T. Hoge, G. C. Kansas; and Sir Knight Carroll D. 
Evans, G. C. Nebraska. 

The Grand Commander in his annual address reports 
a very busy year, full of visitations, inspections, confer 
ences, appointments and routine business. 
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The Educational Fund Committee reported th t it 
· 1 b r· a I was reapmg the enerit of a policy adopted ver I · · . · y ear\y in its 

history, of making loans in moderate amounts only and of 
taking notes signed both by the student and another per 
son. As a result, its affairs were reported in satisfactory 
shape. 

In the inspections of the 60 out of 66 subordinate Com 
manderies, twelve won 95 per cent or higher, and 31, 80 
per cent or higher. 

Respecting the net loss in membership of 1261, the G.C. 
has this to say: 

'Did these suspensions and demissions occur as a re 
sait of financial difficulties or because of loss of interest? 
Did we, who retain our membership and profess great loy 
alty to Templar Masonry, do our full duty to these mem 
bers by talking to them about the Order, by soliciting and 
encouraging- their attendance at Conclaves, by giving them 
work to do and duties to perform which might have 
cemented their interest and allegiance? Many might have 
been retained by such affirmative action on our part and 
many may yet be reclaimed by a courteous and interested. 
yet persistent, appeal." 

He closes with these words: 

"My term has been an interesting one, fraught with some 
perplexing problems, some disappointments, perhaps many 
mistakes, but on the whole, recompensed by a host of de 
lightful memories, fine fellowships, a keener appreciation 
of the really sterling qualities of most men who are my 
brethren, and above all, a higher conception of the prin 
ciples, ideals and beneficient purpose of tins Christian 
Order of which we are a part. 

"I am entirely confident of the perpetuity and continued 
. T 1 . Its aims and ideals are essential prosperity of emplarism. jd ·; • .h; 

and noble, and form an enduring basis of goo citizenship 
d . " - g If exemplified in the life of every Sir 

an righteous living. .:. the ·th of 
Knight, the world will know and appreciate the wort!l ! 

• · 11 · We cannot wor the Order to which we owe a .egiance. 
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alike. We do not all have the same capacities. But each 
Sir Knight in his own niche, working with what ability he 
possesses and striving earnestly to give evidence of the faith 
he professes, may help mightily to promote the welfare and 
hold high the standard of Templar Masonry." 

Fraternal Reviews are prepared in the topical plan, 
which strongly commends itself to us when written in the 
thorough way Sir Knight Ray V. Denslow has of doing it. 
His conception of the province of the Reviewer coincides 
with ours. In these reviews we have tried to be a "middle 
of the roader," avoiding fault finding and odious compari 
sons. Every reviewer should read Sir Knight Denslow's re 
port at least once a year. 

Canada 1932 is quoted under several headings: Condi 
tion of the Order, Grand Commander's Address, Historical, 
etc. 

Theo J. Evers, 
Grand Commander, St. Louis. 

Ray V. Denslow, 
Grand Recorder, Trenton. 

NEBRASKA-1933 
61st Annual Auburn April 20th, 21st, 1933. 

W. B. Wanner, Grand Commander. 

The Sixty-first Grand Conclave was preceded by divine 
service held in the morning of the first day in the Christian 
Church, at which the Rev. Frank G. Smith, Grand Prelate, 
preached an appropriate and inspiring sermon. 

The afternoon and evening were devoted to drill compe 
titions and parades, and to a banquet, followed by the ex 
emplification of the Order of Malta by a selected team from 
Iowa. · 

At the business sessions of the Grand Commandery, 28 
of the 29 commanderies of the jurisdiction were repre 
sented. The distinguished guests included Sir Knights 
Thomas H. Reynolds, P. G. C. Missouri, personal repre 
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sentative of the Acting Grand Master. A B 
S D k t · dCr: ' · · McKee! G C . raxota; anc linton Kastner, P. G. C 1 ' "» 

• · • . Owa, 
The Grand Commander in his add 

rust, apathy and indifference. ress condemns the 

"However, Sir Knights, these are not the ti f ·: b · · le ames tor pessimism, out rather optimism, with the +r ·pr 
b • e rue 'emplar True, our members have been reduced durir the ' 

. ng e year now closing, but those whose names remain on ou R t 
. r .0serS are the Knights who love Templar Masonry for what it is 

Nothing can be wrong with an Order founded th· 
:: R.l;· upon ie Christian Religion and the practice of the Christian Virp 

: ;5 irtues, 
It is not a religion, and we lay no claim to taking the place 
of the Church; but to many men it fills a place that nothing 
else can. We rest upon a firm foundation, more unyielding, 
more everlasting than anything ever wrought by man. 

"Our ritual has not receded, but some of our Command 
eries have. Tem'plar Masonry is not on trial, but the in 
dividual Knight surely is! If he has studied and learned 
the lessons taught and the principles inculcated in the 
Orders we confer, then with his face turned toward the 
sun, he will give glorious battle to make a Rock of Ages 
that will withstand all assault. My faith in this great Order 
of ours remains unshaken, and I firmly believe that we will 
emerge from these trying times a better and more forceful 
fraternity than we have ever been." 

The net loss in membership is shown as 293, reducing 
the total to 3,768. 

The Educational Loan Fund Committee presented a 
most interesting report showing $50,000 advanced to date 
on loans, of which $13,500 had been repaid. 

Fraternal Reviews are from the pen of Sir Knight 
Charles H. Marley, and include Canada-Halifax-1932. 

The incoming Grand Commander was installed by his 
father, a P. G. C. 

Carroll D. Evans, Jr., 
Grand Commander, Columbus. 

Lewis E. Smith, 
Grand Recorder, Omaha. 
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32nd Annual 

NEW MEXICO-1933 

Roswell March 24, 1933. 

John W. Hanners, Grand Commander. 
Distinguished visitors to the 32nd Annual Conclave at 

Roswell, jtew Mexico, included R. E. Sir Knight John T. 
Rice, P. G. C. Texas, and personal representative of M. E. 
Sir Knight A. D. Agnew, Acting Grand Master of the 
Grand Encampment; R. E. Sir Knight Thomas M. Bartley, 
G. C. Texas, and M. E. Comp. E. M. Wood, G. H. P. Texas, 
Representatives of 13 of the 14 Commanderies were pres 
ent. 

The Grand Commander reviewed the activities of the 
year, somewhat below normal, because of existing condi 
tions. During the year he visited all Commanderies, several 
of which he found in need of revived interest and enthus 
iasm. 

In line with recommendations, the annual $1.00 per cap 
ita assessment for the Educational Loan Fund was sus 
pended indefinitely. 

Returns show · 119 suspensions, 35 dimits, 19 deaths, 
against 32 additions, a net loss of 141 members. 

No fraternal reviews. 

Wilber L. Elser, 
Grand Commander, State College 

Alpheus A. Keen, 
Grand Recorder, Albuquerque. 

NEW YORK-1933 
120th Annual Conclave Rochester June 5, 1933. 

George F. Argetsinger, Grand Commander. 

This important Grand Commandery began its proceed 
ings with Divine Service on Sunday evening, June 4th, in 
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the auditorium of the Masonic Teml R h 
· 1 · I P e, oc ester A 

special musical program was rendered by a vested choir of 
fifty v01ces under the direction of Georg H D e enry hay The sermon was preached by Rev. Charles C. WiII- @, 

D · 1 tams .arver former ean of Albany Rector of Christ E . 1 Ch ' 
:, 3 ·pscopal lurch 

Rochester, his subject being "Ideals of Knighthood" A 
splendid and thought-provoking discourse on the stand,-4 

d · · 1 e s an .ar s an pnnc1p es of Templarism. 

At the opening session held the following day R E s· 
Knight Charles H. Hadlock, Grand Commander, presided, 
twelve P. G. C. s being present together with the repre 
sentatives of 80 out of 82 commanderies. 

A hearty welcome was extended to the Conclave by E. 
Commander R. Andrew Hamilton, of Monroe Commandery 
No. 12, Vice Mayor of Rochester. 

Distinguished visitors included, III. Bro. Albert N. 
Price, G. M., R. & S. M. New York; M. E. Comp. Robert 
F. Janes, G.H.P. New York; R.W. Bros. Elliott Owen and 
William F. Strang, S.·& J. G. Wardens of the Grand Lodge 
of New York, Ill. Bro. J. B. Mullan, Deputy for Scottish 
Rite, New York State; Sir Knight A. A. Packard, G. C. 
Connecticut; Sir Knight George L. Dodd, G. C., and others 
representing the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, and M. E. Sir Knight A. B. Barr, P. S. G. M. 
of the Sov. Great Priory of Canada. 

The Grand Commander refers in feeling terms to the 
heavy losses sustained by death, making special reference 
to the passing within a short space of time of Perry Win 
slow Weidner, M. E. Grand Master of the Grand Encamp 
ment, and his successor Harry Clay Walker, both true 
Templar Knights in every thought, word and action. 

Appropriate observance of both Christmas and Easter, 
the former in the Commandery asylum, and the latter in 
local churches also annual services in many commanderies, 
feature the activities of practically all Commanderies. 

The Grand Commander instituted District meetings at 
ten points in the State. The attendance at these meetings 
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was most gratifying, manifesting new interest in Templary. 
In his addresses on these occasions the Grand Commander 
stressed the gospel of faith, courage and hope, and ex 
presses the conviction that these meetings had a most bene 
ficial effect upon the morale of the membership. 

He refers to the heavv net loss of 2,838 in membership, 
creating a serious financial crisis in a number of command 
eries, though the net per cent loss is only .083%. The cur 
tailment of relief work forced on several commanderies, 
comes at a time when the need for this feature is greatest. 

Notwithstanding adverse conditions, he finds evidence 
of material progress, particularly in the interest displayed 
in the teachings of Templarism and the practical applica 
tion of these principles. 

Because of lack of interest by the rank and file, he re 
commends the discontinuance of the "Templar Knight" 
published by the Grand Commandery during the past two 
years, for the purpose of developing a new interest in 
Templarism. 

The Prize Guidon for the highest rating at an official 
inspection was again won by Empire Commandery No. 66, 
Port Richmond, N. Y. with the splendid rating of 91.45 
with several others exceedingly close behind, a mere matter 
of fractions. 

His long list of recommendations include a 15 cent re 
duction in the per capita tax and the omission of the $1.00 
assessment for the Educational Loan Foundation Fund. 

Appended is a long list of visitations invitations and 
official acts which would indicate the Grand Commanders 
almost daily participation in Templar ceremonies and ac 
tivities. 

The Report of the committee on Necrology presented 
by Rev. Dr. G. Sherman Burrows, Grand Prelate, is a 
masterpiece, splendid in its vision, beautiful in its diction, 
well worthy of the great souls commemorated. 

The Educational Loan Fund continues its splendid 
work, outstanding loans represented 665 graduates and 445 
still at college. 

Past Grand Master A. B. Barr of Canada addressed th 
Conciave, bringing greetings from the fraters of t, . . · .e 
Dominion, in a very eloquent address, followed by other 
distinguished visitors. 

M. W. Bro. Charles H. Johnson, P. G. M. of New York 
reviewed world Masonic conditions, including Russia, ltaly, 
Germany and Japan, in an illuminating address. 

The whole meeting must have been a most inspiring 
occasion. 

The appendix includes the monthly messages of Grand 
Commander Hadlock-all splendid reading. Nothing finer 
on the ideals and principles of Knight Templarism has 
seldom been written. 

The Fraternal reviews include Canada-1932-Halifax and 
comments favorably on the progress and activities of Sov. 
Great Priory. 

Next meeting Lake Placid, N. Y. June 10-11, 1934. 

53rd Annual 

George F. Argetsinger, 
Grand Commander, Rochester. 

John B. Mullan, 
Grand Recorder, Rochester. 

NORTH CAROLINA-1933 

Charlotte May 10, 1933. 

W. A. Coble, Grand Commander. 
Divine Service conducted by Sir Knight William H. 

Frazer, D. D., President of Queens-Chicora College, pre 
ceded the transaction of business at the 53rd Annual Con 
clave. 
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Sir Knights Harry G. Poliard, representing the Grand 

Commander of the Grand Encampment, and Fred F. Bahn 
son, Capt. of the Guard of the same body; John Anderson, 
P. G. C. of S. Carolina, and C. A. Snodgrass, G. H. P. of 
Tennessee, were welcomed among the distinguished guests 
from other jurisdictions. 

The Grand Commander, in his review of the past year, 
paid a fine tribute to the worth of Sir Knights Perry W. 
Weidner and Harry C. Walker, successive Grand Masters 
of the Grand Encampment, who passed away during the 
year, and the Committee on Necrology records a fitting 
eulogium respecting both of these distinguished Knights. 

Four successful District Conclaves were held during the 
year, creating a better spirit of cooperation and greater in 
terest and enthusiasm. 

His closing paragraph deserves quotation in full: 

"In retiring permit me to leave this thought: 'What 
Templary needs in North Carolina today is an aroused and 
awakened LEADERSHIP, a leadership with Courage and 
Conviction, men who put Templary above self, whose 
ambition it is to leave monuments of service to this Mag 
nanimous Order. When we create a renewed interest in the 
hearts of those who have already had the sacred experience 
of all Sir Knights then indeed will there be a reawakening 
of the Order and a rededication, and that from TOP to 
BOTTOM. Let us get back those who have faltered by the 
wayside, strengthen those who may give signs of deserting 
us and attract those who are worthy of association all of 
which can be done by the wonderful lessons of Templary 
and brotherhood. IT CAN BE DONE, it only needs the 
will and purpose to do it. I am retiring as your Grand Com 
mander but I will always be with you as a Sir Knight and 
ever ready to answer _when duty calls. I prayerfully turn 
over the affairs of this High Office to my successor and 
may God's richest Blessings rest upon him and all Sir 
Knights of this Grand Jurisdiction!" 

. The Educational Loan Fund continues its good work 
with $38,756 outstanding in 308 loans. During the year 32 

old loans were paid off in full and 47 new loans made 
amounting to $3,575 to fifteen men and 32 women, all for 
College courses. The concluding paragraph of the Loan 
Foundation should be quoted: 

"There is no need to restate the importance and helpful 
ness of the Knight's Templar Educational Loan Foundation 
to the indigent student. It is one of the biggest and best 
projects of organized Masonry. Others may write the 
music and sing its praises. Here it is only necessary to state 
the motif. The purpose of the Foundation broadly speaking 
is to assist the worthy, ambitious and deserving student, 
the boy or the girl without financial means and whose 
people and friends are unable to meet in full the total cost 
of the educational expense. Such being the case, loans are 
made on a purely personal basis; they are moral risks, and 
are to be so considered. Quoting freely from a former re 
port, "The high purpose of the administration of this fund 
is to reflect the beneficent ideals of the Grand Command 
ery. There is nothing- back of loans so made but the innate 
honesty of the young men and young women and their 
sense of moral responsibility to their personal financial 
obligations." 

Sir Knight C. K. Proctor, Superintendent of that splen 
did Masonic institution, the Oxford Orphanage, says of this 
Fund: 

"I don't know a great deal about this general Masonic 
Loan Fund, but I do know that at the Oxford Orphanage 
some $13,000 or $14,000 has been placed in the hands of 
the boys and girls who through the expenditure of that 
money have been enabled to receive higher education. 

"Not all of it has· gone to the securing of college educa 
tion, not all of it will be paid back, but when I think of that 
service, Sir Knights, I think of boys and girls who came 
out of the lowly places of life and have caught a bigger 
glimpse of life, and by taking advantage of the loan fund 
have been able to go to college . 
. "There are young women scattered an over our state to 
night who are teaching in our public schools, young women 
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who are trained nurses, young women who are in business 
offices, and who could never have been there but for the 
Masonic Loan Fund." 

Fraternal Reviews are from the pen of Sir Knight J. 
Edward Allen, who we note, was advanced to the office of 
Grand Captain General. Sir Knight Allen's wide knowledge 
of all Masonic bodies throughout the United States and 
Canada, makes his opinion on existing conditions of es 
pecial value, and in our Introduction to this Report we have 
ventured to quote at considerable length. 

Canada-Halifax-1932, receives favorable review, Sir 
Knight Allen agreeing with our S. G. M. in the latter's 
analysis of the existing economic crisis. 

Sir Knight Allen has the happy faculty of filling up 
vacant spaces in his Reports with delightful bits of verse, 
which we feel sure, attract and thrill the reader of his 
splendid reviews. For years we have been collecting these 
bits into our scrap book. 

35 Commanderies, 3731 members, loss 333. 

William H. Peeps, 
Grand Commander, Charlotte. 

William R. Smith, 
Grand Recorder, Raleigh. 

NORTH DAKOTA--1933 
44th Annual Dickinson May 23, 24, 1933. 

LaRoy Baird, Grand Commander. 

Sir Knights Mark Norris, Grand Capt. Gen'l. and 
personal representative of the Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment; the General Grand Master R. & S. M.; and 
the representatives of the G. H. P., North Dakota were 
among the distinguished guests present at the 44th Annual 
Grand Conclave. 
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The Grand Commander finds that f . 
bl h O ' or some unexplain a e reason t e 'rder has not kept . h . - 'th th pace witl the times: 

neither the work nor the drill interest the ib '' 
d.d £ es: ie memivers as they 

I a ew years ago. He expresses th . . h . :· e opinion tliat "some of our everyday social life has gradually caused the it 
in Templarism to wave. 1e interest 

He concludes: 

"~e n_ot dishe~rtened by what has transpired. This is 
not the time to give up or drop out. Strength comes from 
overcoming obstacles. Never was there a better time to 
assist those overcome by adversity. Never was there more 
need for strong character than there is today. As we look 
about us hands are stretched forth imploring assistance. 
There is so much to do one does not know where to begin. 

"I hope Templarism will undertake some constructive 
work which will enlist the whole hearted support of all its 

. members and draw to its standards many more valuable 
supporters." 

The Grand Recorder shows a net loss of 203, including 
the membership of one ·Commandery whose charter was 
surrendered, leaving the membership at 1765 for 15 Com 
manderies. 

While no fraternal reviews were presented, Sir· Knight 
Walter L. Stockwell reviews the condition of the Order 
in the United States and comments on the widespread 
losses in the Order, pointing out that the net loss in the 
twenty largest Grand Commanderies is 50% larger than 
for the previous year, and attributes this loss and the in 
crease in some instances to dire necessity; in others to loss 
of interest, and in others just plain carelessness and indif 
ference on the part of individual Knights and Recorders. 

The history of Tancred Commandery No. 1, Bismark, 
is printed with the proceedings and makes interesting read 
ing. 

Walter L. Stockwell, 
Grand Commander, Fargo. 

Ralph L. Miller, 
Grand Recorder, Fargo. 
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91st Annual 

OHIO-1933 
Springfield Oct. 11, 12, 1933. 

Frank M. Ransbottom, Grand Commander. 
An hour of Sacred Music under the auspices of Palestine 

Commandery No. 33 at Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Springfield, Tuesday evening Oct. 10th, preceded the open 
ing of the 91st Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery 
of Ohio. Included in the program; was a brief address by 
Rev. Frank H. Nelson, P. G. Prelate, Rector of Christ 
Church, Cincinnati. The program of music was noteworthy 
and such an occasion was a delightful innovation in the 
history of the Grand Conclave. 

On Wednesday afternoon, Oct. 11, Grand Conclave pro 
ceeded in colorful parade in which 18 bands and 51 Com 
manderies in uniform took part marching. 12 abreast 
through the principal streets of the city, passing in review 
order before the Grand Commander and his staff. 

This magnificent display was after a busy session of 
the Grand Conclave at which among others were Sir 
Knights L. P. Newby, P. G. M. of the Grand Encampment; 
Charles D. Zimmerman, G. C. Pennsylvania; George F. 
Argetsinger, G. C. New York; Albert F. Schairer, G. C. 
West Virginia; J. Rufus Hinshaw, G. C. Indiana; and Rev. 
Chester B. Emerson, P. G. Prelate of the Grand Encamp 
ment and representative of the Acting G. M. 

The City Manager of Springfield, Ralph E. Garvan, a 
member of the Order, welcomed most cordially the Knights 
to the city of Springfield, followed by the Commander of 
Palestine Commandery, both in eloquent addresses. 

The Grand Commander's address refers to the economic 
difficulties of the past year, which though leaving their 
mark on the Order, had not been without its benefits. The 
net loss in membership had been 1414 as compared with 
2006 for the previous year. 

The Grand Commnnder referred to a conference of 
Grand and Past Grand officers held shortly after his elec 
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tion, at which the work for the ye (j; 
f ar was outlined. Such conferences cannot fail to be benefici. j., c1a, in these times when 

all must work together towards a common go I Ch . 
G d F-id. E a . ristmas, oo n ay, aster and Ascension Da h 
b Y seem to ave been 

observed generally throughout the jurisdiction. I1 ·+; 
A ' t v· · , · nspec 10ns, 
yppo"©[®, Visitations to other jurisdictions,' Dedica 
tons an lispensations, are reported upon in full and in 
dicate much work on behalf of the Order. 

The Grand Recorders report showed.the membership 
as 28,656 grouped in 79 Commanderies. 

The Review of Templar Proceedings from the pen of 
Sir Knight William B. Baldwin, P. G. C.,, included reviews 
of 47 Grand Commanderies in addition to Canada 1932 and 
England and Wales 1932. Canada receives three pages of 
commendatory comment and quotation. He is much inter 
ested in the historical claims advanced by the S. G. M. re 
specting the beginnings of Knight Templarism in Canada. 
All the reviews of Sir Knight Baldwin make interesting 
reading. 

The Educational Loan Foundation reported assets of 
$286,869 with 1153 students assisted since its establishment 
in 1925. Delinquent loans totalled $83,473, and the Board 
recommended legal measures to enforce collection from 
borrowers "who do not seem to realize that these loans are 
a matter of honor." 

47th Annual 

Riley W. Wortman, 
Grand Commander, Defiance. 

Henry Schaefer, 
Grand Recorder, Toledo. 

OREGON-1933 
Portland April 11-12, 1933. 

E. L. Wieder, Grand Commander. 
Preceding the opening of the Grand Conclave public 

divine service was held in the Commandery asylum of the 



48 REVIEW OF TEMPLAR PROCEEDINGS 

Masonic Temple, when an inspiring sermon was preached 
by the Grand Prelate William C. Kantner, his subject being 
"Christ, the Peerless Knight." 

At the business sessions Sir Knights Samuel A. Clarke, 
P. G. C. California, and personal representative of the 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, William D. Free 
man, G. C. in Washington, Walter C. Winslow, G. M. Ore 
gon, and Percy R. Kelly, G. H. P. Oregon, were received 
as distinguished visitors. 

The Grand Commander pays an eloquent tribute to Sir 
Knights Perry W. Weidner and Harry C. Walker, success 
ive Grand Masters of the Grand Encampment, who passed 
away within three months of each other. 

The Grand Commander seems to have had a most active 
year, visiting all 21 Commanderies in the State, and reports 
of his visitations, and of much routine business, comprise 
a considerable portion of his address. 

The past year and its pressing problems are referred 
to by the Grand Commander in incisive paragraphs, and 
urges a livelier interest and devotion to the work and 
principles of Templary, and the cultivation of the true spirit 
of refined and moral chivalry exemplified in behalf of the 
destitute and helpless and the Christian faith. 

The Grand Recorder reports a net loss of 275, the mem 
bership standing at 3032. 

The minimum fees for the Orders were reduced from 
$125.00 including full equipment, to $30.00 equipment to be 
supplied by candidate before receiving the Order of the 
Temple. 

Templar Reviews from the pen of Sir Knight Walter 
0. Haines. In his report, the sixth, he notes: 

"The continued loss in membership and the apathy 
which seems to paralyze Templar affairs forms the prin 
cipal topic of the Addresses of Grand Commanders. 

"After some years of excusing ourselves and trying to 
lay the blame on various and sundry conditions it is being 
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realized that the trouble is within our 1 T . selves. oo much at- 
tention has been paid to numbers and too little {> ; 
'1,' h e 0 assim 1lating the new membership. 

"A new note has been struck this year for we find that 
strong emphasis has been placed on a return to th id . f S . e cons, 
eration of spiritual Values and the restatement of those 
Christian Principles upon which our beloved Order is 
founded. This new note offers encouragement and the hope 
that the upbuilding of Christian Character will become the 
dominant effort of the future. 

"We also note that there is an increasing dissatisfaction 
with the many bodies which have been foisted on the 
Masonic Order. A number of the Grand Commanders and 
Reviewers have spoken freely upon this subject and have 
expressed the hope that these "Masonic Excrescences," as 
one Reviewer called them, will be obliged to separate them 
selves from the Masonic Bodies. This does not mean that 
they shall cease to exist but that they shall no longer base 
their membership upon affiliation in some Masonic body." 

Canada-Halifax-1932 is reviewed with approval, and 
quotations made from Sir Knight Williamson's address. 

John K. Kollock, 
Grand Commander, Portland. 

D. Rufus Cheney, 
Grand Recorder, Portland. 

80th Annual 

PENNSYLVANIA-1933 

Allentown May 23, 24, 1933. 

Maurice E. White, Grand Commander. 
The Grand Conclave was given an auspicious opening 

on Sunday afternoon with a delightful band concert in the 
local park by the Band Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 
19, Easton; an informal reception to the Grand Commander, 
d. t" . hed guests and ladies at the Americus Hotel' and 

1st1nguisnec .:. St P: i's Evinge a service of devotion in the evening at it, .'au»'s ·va:, 
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lical Lutheran Church, at which a most inspiring sermon 
was preached by the Grand Prelate Sir Knight Rt. Rev. 
Francis M. Taitt, D. D., Bishop of Pennsylvania. 

Monday morning began with registration. At noon the 
Grand Commander entertained at luncheon the Grand Of 
ficers and distinguished guests. The afternoon was devoted 
to sight-seeing trips to neighbouring points of interest, and 
the evening to a meeting of the Past Grand Commanders' 
Association and receptions by several Commanderies. 

Tuesday morning was taken up with the parade of 3000 
Templars in uniform, with seventeen bands, and their re 
view by the Grand Commander and his staff in the presence 
of 10,000 spectators. 

The Grand Commandery opened 'at 3 p. m. in the after 
noon, and an address of welcome on behalf of the City of 
Allentown was made by General F. D. Beary, Commis 
sioner of Public Affairs. 

Distinguished visitors included Sir Knights Charles N. 
Orr, G. Standard Bearer of the Grand Encampment repre 
senting the Acting Grand Master; George L. Dodd, G. C. 
Massachusetts; Charles H. Hadlock, G. C. New York; 
George W. Kite, G. C. New Jersey ; Robert L. West, P.G.C. 
Ohio, and Charles H. Weaver, G. H. P. R. A. Masons, 
Pennsylvania. 

The Grand Commander in a most interesting address 
reviewed the events of a very busy year; field days, visita 
tions, invitations, inter-state pilgrimages, dispensations, de 
cisions, conferences, and other official acts. 

Convinced that improvement in the ceremonial work 
by more careful pronunciation of many frequently used 
words, the G. C. prepared a list of such words indicating 
their proper pronunciation. This list sent to those who had 
rituals, resulted immediately in a most notable improve 
ment in the work. · . · 

He urged that the monthly notices should be made more 
interesting and readable and not full of demands for dues; 
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also the bonding of officers and trustees of Co» d 
H mman enes 

e commended the research work of the Com itt :h . ·· mee on te 
Condition of the Order, greater uniformity of annual fin 
ancial reports and the good work done by Ladies' A±I;-, 
' Drill Cc 's uxitiar 
ies, /rill orps, Choirs, Bands, and Chapters of DeMolay 
He concludes with these eloquent words: · 

"I believe we are approaching the advent of a new per 
iod in Templary, and I hope it will not be a similar one to 
that of the early twenties, a mere increase in membership. 
With our awakened spirit, if it will but continue on the in 
crease, we shall soon have in our Order such a wonderful 
body of determined men throughout this State, that I be 
lieve Templary will come into its own, and take its stand 
beside· the Christian Church, for the practice in our several 
communities, of those Christian principles, which were 
sealed for the guidance of the world on the Mount of Cal 
vary. I am not pessimistic, I am a most decided optimist 
with respect to the future of our Order, provided we do our 
part as true Knights of the Temple, and my faith in the 
average Sir Knight is still unshaken." 

The Grand Recorder reported a decrease of 2075 in 
membership, reducing the total to 37,756 in 96 Command 
eries. 

The Grand Commandery participates in the government 
of the Masonic Homes at Elizabethtown and Philadelphia, 
and their representatives reported increased demands and 
lessened income. 

During the nine years of service of the Education 
Foundation, 1009 students have been helped by loans made 
to them. The business situation has seriously affected re- 
payment of many of these loans. 

Fraternal Reviews are presented by a Committee under 
th Chairmanship of Sir Knight Arthur D. Bacon. They re- 

e h b f Commanderies in the U. S. A. as 1692, 
Port t e num!er O b · 

b h. f 398 136 the loss for the year emg with a mem ers 1P O 1 ' 

21,972. 
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Canada-Niagara Falls 1931, and Halifax 1932, are in 
cluded in the reviews, and several quotations made from 
the S. G. M.'s address with approval. 

Charles D. Zimmerman, 
Grand Commander, Reading. 

A. Howard Thomas, 
Grand Recorder, Philadelphia. 

50th Annual 

SOUTH DAKOTA-1933 

Sioux Falls Aug. 8, 1933. 
Arthur B. McKeel, Grand Commander. 

Devotional exercises under the direction of the acting 
Grand Prelate, Rev. Edgar F. Siegfriedt, preceded the 50th 
session of the Grand Commandery. 

Distinguished guests in attendance during the Grand 
Conclave included Sir Knights Charles C. Clark, P. G. C. 
Iowa, and personal representative of the Acting Grand 
Master, C. G. Coles, G. C. Iowa, Walter L. Stockwell, G. C. 
North Dakota; George F. Dix, P. G. C. Minnesota, and 
Sanford G. Donaldson, G. M. South Dakota. 

The Grand Commander in his short address strikes the 
optimistic note and is convinced of the early return to 
normal of conditions within and without the Order. He 
visited cight of the 24 Commanderies in the State, all of 
which were visited by the Inspector General. 

The existing economic situation led to the Grand Com 
mandery granting a probationary period to one Command 
ery which had become inactive, and the arresting of the 
charter of another. 

A pleasing feature of the meeting, was the presentation 
of a program of music and dancing. on the College Campus 
before a large and appreciative audience, " 
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Christmas and Easter seems to h b . . ave een well and widely observed in nearly all the Comma±deri» ±4 . . an enes an In- spections and Drills kept up to the standard. 

Dr. Harry R. Hummer, 
Grand Commander, Canton. 

Geo. A. Pettigrew, 
Grand Recorder, Sioux Falls. 

71st Annual 

TENNESSEE-1933 
Nashville May 18, 1933. 

Robert G. Jeffries, Grand Commander. 

Distinguished visitors on this occasion included Sir 
Knights L. L. Emmerson, Grand Treas. Grand Encamp 
ment and personal representative of the Acting Grand 
Master; Adrian Hamersley, Grand Recorder, and David L. 
Griffith, Grand Warden of the Grand Encampment, and J. 
Cyril Begg, P. G. H. P. of the Grand R. A. Chapter of 
Illinois. Sir Knights Emmerson and Hamersley were 
elected Honorary Members of the Grand Commandery. 

The Grand Commander visited all but one of the 26 
Commanderies under his jurisdiction, and gives a full 
account of his many activities and official acts during the 
year. One charter was suspended for inactivity. 

The net loss in membership, 497, reduced the member 
ship to 3,293. 

The Educational Loan Fund reported 28 loans made 
during the year, and apparently the difficult conditions 
existing in many other jurisdictions as respects collections, 
etc. do not prevail here. 

In his Foreword to his fraternal reviews (which do not 
include Canada 1932) Sir Knight William H. Tester gives 
the net loss in membership throughout the United States 
to be 6% or 23,962, the present membership standing at 
390,873. 
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He closes with this paragraph: 

"Let us take note of these things. Let us as Templars 
take our vows and our consecration seriously. Let us turn 
back into the way of a proper reference for God and our 
Great Captain whose insignia we proudly wear. Let us im 
prove our faith, defend our Christianity and serve our f el 
lows. Let us choose from among us valiant leaders and 
then support them. Our failure to catch the vision of our 
duty and succor and serve has almost cost us our birth 
right passed on to us by those valiant Knights of the 
Temple. Others have caught the vision, and under various 
names have taken up our work. To relieve the distressed. 
to protect and relieve poor widows and friendless orphans, 
and to wield the sword if need be should pure and undefiled 
religion call us in her defense, are our sworn duties. Unless 
we recognize and perform these duties we shall perish from 
inanition. There is no escape! Extinction is inevitable! 
Awake! Be not asleep to your duty! Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve I" 

Hamner W. Scott, 
Grand Commander, Dyersburg. 

Thomas Earl Doss, 
Grand Recorder, Nashville. 

TEXAS-1933 
80th Annual Abilene April 25, 26, 27, 1933. 

Thomas M. Bartley, Grand Commander, presiding. 

Devotional exercises at the First Baptist Church. Abi 
lene, under the direction of Sir Knight Rev F • i D • .. . orn, 

• D., Grand Prelate, preceded the opening of the Grand 
Conclave, the Grand Prelate preaching a very fine sermon. 

Sir Knights Aubrey R. Parks, P. G. C. Califc ·- +d · • · · alttornia, an 
personal representative of the Acting Grand Master and 
H B D · ' • . owning, P, G. C. Oklahoma, were two of the dis- 

tinguished visitors present at this session of the Grand 
Commandery. 

The Grand Commander,referred feelingly to the deaths 
of Grand Masters Perry W. Weidner and Harry c. 
Walker. The record of fraternal courtesies, dispensations, 
the arrest.of several charters, visitations, Christmas and 
Easter observances, decisions; schools of instruction com 
prises most of the Grand Commander's report. 

Respecting delinquent dues, he says: 

"Confronted with unprecedented financial conditions, it 
is evident we must change our method of dealing with this 
question, or many of our Commanderies will be forced into 
a condition of bankruptcy, our membership still further re 
duced and the Grand Commandery deprived of its re 
sources. 

"New diseases require new remedies; and though we 
may not find a specific, temporary relief is worth some 
thing. The policy of leaving it all to the Recorder, and com 
plaining because he does not perform ~ miracle, will not 
meet the present condition. 
'This is our problem, not his alone. It demands the 

consideration and assistance of all and where there is a will 
there is a way." 

His recommendations, while apparently of great local 
interest, are not of general interest. 

An offer to sell a very fine sanitarium property origin 
ally costing $400,000 for $90,000 was courteously declined. 

The Educational Loan Fund reported that 237 loans 
t. $30 432 50 had been made during the year, 

aggrega mg ' · ' · · · $179 082 bringing the total number up to 1409,aggregating » 

In the election of officers, the Grand Recorder, John C.. 
Kidd. was elected for the 36th time. Sir Knight Kidd also 
submits the Fraternal Reviews, which include Canada-Hal 
ifax-1932. 



56 REVIEW OF TEMPLAR PROCEEDINGS REVIEW OF TEMPLAR PROCEEDINGS 57 
The net loss in membership was 1521, reducing the 

membership to 13,686 in 89 Commanderies. 

Omar E. Radford, 
Grand Commander, Abilene. 

John C. Kidd, 
Grand Recorder, Houston. 

91st Annual 

VERMONT-1933 

Brattleboro May 22, 1933 
George M. Clay, Grand Commander. 

The Grand Commander in his address reported an average 
vear of activity, nothing startling, no serious setback. 

The net loss was only 125, reducing the membership to 3160 
in 14 Commanderies. 

Distinguished visitors present included Sir Knights David 
L Wilson, P. G. C. Maine, Grand Prelate of the Grand En 
campment, and personal representative of the Acting Grand 
Master; Charles H. Hadlock, G. C. New York; Harry H. 
Meader, G. C. New Hampshire, and Ansel J. Packard, G. C. 
Connecticut. 

A feature of the occasion was a street parade led by four 
bands, of the Grand Commandery and strong delegations from 
the subordinate Commanderies, followed by an exhibition drill 
by Hugh de Payens Commandery, Keene, N. H. 

Fraternal reviews included Canada-Halifax-1932, and 
are concise and readable. The reviewer is in error in stating 
that only 17 out of 70 of our Preceptories were represented 
at Halifax. The number represented was 67. 

· Vv' e make one quotation : 

"We have a good deal of sympathy for our Frater, if such 
there be, who has a stronger regard for perfection in ritual and 
floor work than we have. Naturally inclined that way we 
have come through years of inspection and instruction to 

the point where a mistake in either in any of our American 
Rite bodies is a source of instant and positive regret. But 
we also realized long ago that if that is all that a degree 
team accomplishes; if with all the high quality of the work 
itself they fail to impress upon the candidate the beauty 
and vitality of the lessons which these degrees are intended 
to teach; then indeed have they labored in vain and spent 
their strength for nought". 

Loans outstanding totalled $29,198.12, Owing to non-re 
payment of loans, the Committee stated it would be impossible 
to aid any new applicants during the year. 

By the way, we do not see why "Canada" should be so 
frequently listed among the Grand Commanderies instead of 
among the Sovereign Grand bodies. 

George P. Lovell, 
Grand Commander, Bellows Falls. 

• Arch S. Harriman, 
Grand Recorder, Burlington. 

111 th Annual 

VIRGINIA-1933 

Winchester May 18, 19, 1933. 

Claude W. Fletcher, Grand Commander. 

Previous to the opening of the Annual Conclave, a religious 
. h Id . the Presbyterian Church, Winchester, con service was 1e in P,G.C 

d d b S. Knight Rev. Dr. Frank T. McFadden, · · · 
ucte 2y 1r ·ah} Re Dr John 
V. . . The special preacher was Sir Knight ev, /r. 

1rg1ma. id N 1 Dist Em Comm. Washington Cornman ery o. ~ . 
ff,ls as arose e aooas or w aas we 
hoed throughout the subsequent sessions. ec · l 

Commandery was welcomed by Sir Knight 
The Grand . Ma or of Winchester. Distinguished 

Charles R. Anderson, 1y€ L D dd G C Massa- . . d d Si Knights George · 0 , • · 
visitors included 5! ,4:; Clvde P. Love and Arthur D. 
chusetts and Rhode Isla"._. 1Roland M. Hollock, P. G. C. 
B P G C 's Pennsy vama, aeon, . • · 



58 REVIEW OF TEMPLAR PROCEEDINGS REVIEW OF TEMPLAR PROCEEDINGS 59 
Illinois; Harry M. Wilson, P. G. C. New Jersey; Harry R. 
Snyder, P. G. C. Maryland; and William H. Harrison, G. C. 
District Columbia. 

The Grand Commander's address referred to the increased 
success at group or district meetings held during the year. 
Round table discussions on important topics, such as attend 
ance, delinquent members, proficiency in ritual, etc. featured 
several of these meetings. The Grand Commander gives a most 
interesting account of these gatherings ·and of the official 
visitations made by him. He has this to say: 

'For some years, while acting as an Inspector, I have al 
ways preached the words "Open your Commandery in full 
form." I am convinced that.a Commandery of Knights Temp 
lar should be opened in full form the same as a Blue Lodge is 
opened or a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is opened. 

"Full form openings will add greatly to the interest as will 
also an exemplification of some portion of the Ritual or Tac 
tics. The success of a Conclave of any Commandery during 
these times of stress, it seems to me, is depending entirely upon 
the resourcefulness of its officers. Something should be ar 
ranged for every Conclave. We cannot expect, for a while, to 
receive petitions .in any great number, yet, I have found in 
many instances during the past year that all of the Command 
ers who have seen fit to take the time to arrange for some 
activity of some sort at their Conclave the attendance has in 
every case showed a very decided increase." 

The net loss during the year 413, was less by 110, than 
during the previous year, the membership being reduced to 
6,108 distributed among 32 commanderies. 

"We are endeavoring to meet-the situation with the same 
thought and consideration tha.t--we would give. to our personal 
affairs. 

"I do not think we should be pessimistic. A pessimist is al 
ways whipped before he starts. There are symptoms of encour 
agement." 

His recommendations include the consolidation of several 
small and inactive Commanderies, the discontinuance of as 
sessements for the Educational Loan Fund which exceeds 
$100,000, and the restriction of future loans to members of 
Knight Templar families, all of which were approved by 
the Grand Commandery. 

In concluding he says: 
"The Divine Providence which has guided our efforts for 

centuries has not withdrawn His guidance, nor turned His face 
away from us. Let us not forget that these things are the fund 
amentals; they are the basic elements upon which we have 
built our Organization in the past, and they are our sure 
foundation for the future.... 

"In every branch of Free Masonry thousands of earnest 
men are striving to build character in individuals. In the Order 
of the Temple we seek to manifest in the lives of our adherents 
the teachings of Him 'who went about doing good.' All of our 
efforts are directed, or ·should be, toward the improvement of 
the individual; to make him a better man and a better citizen, 
not for his own particular benefit but in order that as he is edu 
cated and benefited the great group of our countrymen are 
lifted to a higher plane. They become more patriotic, more care 
ful of the privileges they enjoy, and more determined to main 
tain and support the Government and the country of which 
th t" ey are a par. 

The Educational Fund Committee report difficulties in col 
lecting loans and the accumulated arrears. The. lending of 
money on honor, is, from their eight years expenence, a de 
cided failure. They recommend responsible endorsement of 
notes and more thorough investigation of applications. 

Fraternal Reviews include Canada-Halifax-1932, which re 
ceives courteous comment at the hands of Sir Knight Robert 
F. Taylor, P. G. c. 

He closes his report with these inspiring words : 
'The awakening to things as they are has aroused the dor 

mant common sense of all of us so we ask, why be alarmed be- 
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cause Templary has ceased to climb to dizzying heights? Let us 
be content with smaller numbers, and those who are truly 
Knightly and proving it daily. There is no spirit of weak re 
signation where there is a dispositon shown by hard work to 
retain the old membership, and to acquire slowly and sanely, 
choice material for the Templar building of the future." 

Byrd Leavell, 
Grand Commander, Culpepper. 

Charles V. Eddy, 
Grand Recorder, Winchester. 

46th Annual 

WASHINGTON-1933 

Wenatchee May 8, 9, 1933. 

William D. Freeman, Grand Commander, presiding. 

Distinguished visitors present on this occasion included Sir 
Knight John Campbell, G. J. W. of the Grand Encampment 
and personal representative of the Acting Grand Master. 

After a welcome by the Mayor of Wenatchee, the P. G. Cs 
present were welcomed and the Grand Representatives of other 
Grand Commanderies. 

The Grand Commander reported having visited all but 
three of the 27 Commanderies in the State, and as a result of 
his survey looked forward with confidence to happier condi 
tions. 

Christmas observances had taken place in all but one Com 
mandery, and Easter ceremonies in all but 6. A Joint Sunrise 
service at University Stadium, Seattle, by four Commanderies 
must have been a most inspiring sight. 

The net loss in membership was 337 in 27 Commanderies 
reducing the membership to 4373. · ' 

The sermon preached by Sir Knight Mark A. Matthews at 
the service held in the First Presbyterian Church to those at 
tending the Grand Conclave, was a severe indictment of pres 
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ent day conditions, social, political, material, and should be 
carefully read by every thoughtful Knight Templar. 

Canada-Halifax-1932, is reviewed in a brief b t he s» ut compre 
ensive manner by Sir Knight Wesley C. Stone, P. G. C, 

59th Annual 

William P. Williams 
Grand Commander, Walla Walla. 

Wesley C. Stone, 
Grand Recorder, Yakima. 

WEST VIRGINIA-1933 

Morgantown May 17, 18, 1933. 

Albert E. Knee, Grand Commander, presiding. 

Sir Knights John P. McCune, P. G. C. Ohio, and personal 
representative of the Acting Grand Master, and Robert H. 
Pausch, P. G. C. Ohio, were warmly welcomed by the Grand 
Commander on the opening of the Grand Commandery, fol 
lowed by a long list of Grand Representatives. 

In his address the Grand Commander reported the net loss 
in the 25 Commanderies in the State as 344, reducing the mem 
bership to 5836. 

The Educational Loan Fund Committee adopted the course 
of publishing the names of those who for no satisfactory rea 
son had failed to meet their obligations, also the names of the 
twelve borrowers who had repaid their loans in full during the 
year. The total loaned to date amounted to $88,180 of which 
$15,250 had been repaid. 

Canada-Halifax-1932 is omitted from the Fraternal Re 
views. 

Albert F. Schairer, 
Grand Commander, Wheeling. 

Henry F, Smith, 
Grand Recorder, Fairmont. 
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WISCONSIN-1933 
75th Annual Wausau Oct. 6th, 7th, 1933. 

William F. 'Weiler, Grand Commander, presiding. 

The long line of distinguished guests present at the opening 
of the Grand Commandery, included Sir Knight Andrew D. 
Agnew, Acting G. M. of the Grand Encampment, accompan 
ied by his Grand Standard Bearer, Grand Recorder and Grand 
Captain of the Guard. The Acting Grand Master was received 
under an arch of steel formed by twenty Past Commanders of 
Milwaukee County Commanderies. Other guests present Sir 
Knights George F. Argetsinger, G. C. New York; C. G. Cole, 
G. C. Iowa; Charles Thom, P. G. C. Michigan; Al F. Schoch, 
P. G. C, H. R. Lundblad, P. G. C., and Edward Glad, P.G.C. 
Illinois; A. B. Stewart, P. G. C., George Dix, P. G. C. and 
George W. Critten, P. G. C. Minnesota. 

The Grand Commander's address is a very fine report of 
his activities during the year, including decisions, dispensations, 
schools of instruction, inspections, interjurisdictional visita 
tions and courtesies, and Christmas observances. His analysis 
of the financial organization of the Grand and subordinate 
Commanderies is worthy of careful consideration. 

Respecting Reviews of Templar proceedings he says:. 

"I have been pondering in my mind whether it. would not 
be better if the reviews of this Jurisdiction were discontinued. 
(Several Jurisdictions have already discontinued the Templar 
review). In this case, in lieu of a review of each J ursidiction, 
would it not be more expedient, less expensive, and more 
practical if the reviews were prepared triennially by a reviewer 
from the Grand Encampment. All the salient points and mat 
ters of general interest in Templar affairs, could, in my opin 
ion, be covered better and with very much less expense than by 
the present method. I realize this is a Grand Encampment 
matter but do feel that it should be presented to our acting 
Grand Master and if he thinks favorably of the matter it could 
be taken up and proposed for consideration at the next Tri 
ennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment, 1934." 
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The net loss in membership for the 63 
the membership to 10,227. . e year was 631, reducing 

The Educational Foundation: report d b 1 total loans to students during the paste. aiance of $100,000, 
: 35( nine years $145,000, of which $50,000 had been repaid. The Comr+int .. " : : : mmttee reported dif ficulty in effecting collections, . 

The closing feature cif the Annual Conclave was a delight- 
ful banquet attended by the Knights and ladies S f .. . ome very me 
addresses were delivered on this occasion, Sir Kt. Herbert y, 
Laffin being very happy in his toast to the Ladies. 

Sir Knight Edmond T. Safford reviews briefly the pro 
ceedings of 46 jurisdictions, including Canada-Halifax-1932. 

Lewis A. Moore, 
Grand Commander, Monroe. 

John H. Fertig, 
Grand Recorder, Milwaukee. 

46th Annual 

WYOMING--1933 

Sheridan July 10, 1933. 

Sir Knight Harry J. Taylor, Grand Commander, presiding. 

Owing to the death on May 31st of Sir Knight William N. 
Scott, the Annual Conclave was presided over by Sir Knight 
Harry J. Taylor, D. G. C., who had been installed on June 
13 as Grand Commander. , 

Sir Knights Charles W. Ling, P. G. C. Montana, and Wil 
l. T P ki P G C Washington and personal representa- mm er ms, . • ·· ' d 

:. 3fthe Acti G, M. were welcomed and later addresse tive o: tle .cling .. I1., 
the Grand Commandery. 

The Grand Commander ref erred to the deaths of two 

car cc ace sane g"g","ft" 
and Hay cC. Wakes, ad °",7'c, Te net review 

. 'yd, :tion an wo . . . . 
mander of the JUrtS ic d th ctivities of his late predecessor. 
of the past year, covere I€ a 
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He reported a net loss of 57, twenty less than last year. The 
membership in 16 Commanderies stands at 1401. 

The Education Loan Fund reported 163 students assisted 
during the past nine years, aggregating $21,285.00. They re 
ported it hopeless to force collections. 

Reviews ( the 10th) from the pen of the Grand Recorder, 
Richard H. Repath, P. G. C., include Canada-Halifax-1932. 
He makes comment on our historical claims made by Sir 
Knight W. W. Williamson, and we would refer him to the 
Introduction to this report. 

Harry J. Taylor, 
Grand Commander, Laramie. 

Richard H. Repath, 
Grand Recorder, Cheyenne. 
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